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P RE FACE, 



'TpHESE very plain Difcourfes upon one of 
the moA important branches of religion, 
derive ^ their origin from a focial converfa- 
tion which took place upon the futjedt at 
the author's own fire-jSde. Fully to anfwcr the 
inquiries of fome of his family, and, if poffible, 
aid them in the devotional exercife of prayer, 
determined him to preach two or three fermons 
upon the fubjecSl. As he proceeded in his defign, 
he perceived it admitted, and was truly worthy 
of a much more extenfive difcuffion than he at 
firft interidfed to give it; and be was infenfibly 
led from one branch to another, till he had 
preached eight fermons; when, fearing that by 
further enlargement he ihould rather fatigue and 
weary than edify and inftru6l, he determined to 
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conclude them with a fermon upon the prevalence 
of Chrift's inferceffion for his praying people. 
* The author not having pafTed into the mi- 
niftry through any of the ichools of the prophets, 
and having begun his eourfe of reading at a late 
period, and purfued it upon a very ccmtradled 
fcale^ is not able to fey whether there may not be 
more than one volume of fermons in print, nearly, 
if not altogether, upon the larae plan^ If hC' 
had known this to be tbc cafe, it wouldthavc 

operated ftrongly with him againft the pident 
publication. The only pieces which the writerV 
little coUedlion of books fiamiflied upon thefubje6l 
of prayer,: \^ire Gumall on Eph. vi. 18. Bifhop^ 
Wilkins on the Gift of Prfeycr, and Mr. OldingV 
Sermon oa Ejaculatory. Prayer. The reader who 
is acquainted with thefe will perceive that fome 
little ufe has beea made of them in thefe Pi&« 
courfes. 

The laA par^raf^ i$ Jfudiciently fHkm txy inti-^ 
mate to the reader, that he has no reafon to ex* 
pe6l in. thefe pages any of thoie embelliihrnents- 
which recommend fermons to the approbation of 
'literary mcyo, or to the mere curious and Ipccula^ 
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five ^ofe^or. In arrangement they are defc^JHre 
in logical preciiion ; in the compofition they ate 
not only far from elegant^ but, the author fears, 
they will be found very ineorreA. 4» 

It may be afkcd by fome, Why then obtrude 
upon the public notice a volume of difcourfes of 
fuch acknowledged inferiority in point of exterior 
fecommendation ? To this inquiry the preacher 
offers the following reply : Sermons that are very 
plain, and which arc put together in fuch an 
awkward manner, as to place them at the remotefl: 
&&B,ncci poilible from thofe which, in the opinion 
of the. beft judges, are efteemed the. completed: 
models of pulpit compofition, even thcfe, un* 
der the Divine bleffingt «^y inflrudt and edify 
teal Qiriflians ; and certainly will, provided the 
jfubjcdt Upon which tbey treat is an important 
branch of religion, and the materials of which 
they ^re compofed ace drawn from Divine reve<^ 
latiopw And, although the author feels himfelf 
peculiarly happy ip poflefling the efteem and 
friendfhjp of thofe whofe refpedlable names are 
placed at the beginning of this volume, as pa« 
^rons q( this little effort to ffixve the befl interefls 
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e( men, in endeavouring to ftimulate them to 
and aid them in, oiie of the mofl: important 
of all devotional exercifes ; yet, he prefumes^ 
it is not^jfrom motives of perfonal efieem only 
that they defire to fee thefe Difcourfes in print, 
but rather becaufe the fubjeft itfelf is of 
Taft importance,: and calculated to produce good 
cffecls upon the minds of fucli as have either 
never regarded it at all, or have declined in the 
ipirit and frequency of it. After all, it ought 
perhaps to be acknowledged, that this volume 
owes its publicity chiefly tp the often repeated 
and very carneft folicitations of manjr who heard 
tlie difcourfes preached, and who are accuflomed 
to view all the writer's miniftrations with a partial 
eye, and who generally eftimate them beyond 
their intrinfic excellency. They urged that the 
preaching of them had been ufeful to many, and 
that the printing of them might be ufefdl to 
many more. May the great Head of the church 
give his blefling to themi and this expe(5tetian 
fliall be abundantly anfwcred-^May all who 
heard, and all who read them, together with the 
unworthy preacher of them^ finally mingle their 
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praifes before the throne of God and the Lamb^ 
towards which they have fo often fcnt theh: devout 
and earheft fupplications. Amen. 

Bermondsey^ 
Jan. Zy 1799* 



N, B. The names of fubfcribers have been fcnt 
to the author through f\ich a variety of channels^, 
and in fa many diiFerent hand-writings, that he 
is fearful fome names may have been miilaid^ and, 
others wrong fpelt : fhould this be the cafe, he 
hopes fuch friends will excufe it, fince he can- 
affure them he has uled his bell endeavours ta. 
prevent both. 
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THE OBJECT AND NATURE OF TRUE 
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Matt. xxi. 22. 

jhtd all things whatfaever ye Jhall ajk in prayer y 
ieiievingy ye JhaH recein>e, 

npHE religion of Jefus Chrift, taken as a whole, 
-*- is the moft perfcift and gracious defign that 
ever was formed in the infinite mind of God, 
and the richeft gift that he could poffibly beflow 
upon intelligent and fallen creatures, fuch as the 
children of men. If it be recolleded, that 
.Chrifliam'ty is a revelation of the boundlefs love 
of Chrifl, in imdertaking and accomplifhing the 
redemption of his church from fin and mifery, 
^nd raifing it to a ftate of perfeft holinefs and hap- 
pinej&<in heaven, then it muft be confefled, that 
the minutefi: branches of it ought not to be 
deemed trifling or unimportant. There are, 
however, fome parts of divine truth which are 
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ttotc intererfing than others, at leaft they occupy 
more prominent flations ; among thefc may very 
ptoperly be reckoned, the unfpeakable privilege 
of accefs to Qod at a throne of grace. 

It was a pleafing and encouraging vifion with 
ffhich Jacob was favoured at Bethel, when, oa 
his way to Padan-araai, ^* .He dreamed, and 
*^ behold, a ladder fet upon the eartli, and the top 
*^ of it reached to heaven ; and behold, the angels 
^^ of God afcending and defcending on it.'* Gen, 
xxviii. 12. But in the New Teftament fcriptures 
we have a real difcovcry of tSi'at, of vvlitch the lad- 
der Jacob faw could at mqli be only a figure. 
There we difeover a medium^oMntercourfe be- 
tween heaven and earth, by which not only the 
angels afcend and defcend, but we difcover ^* a 
^' new and living way," by which God himfclf 
comes down to us, and we afcend to him. He « 

iifrho poffefies a genuine fpirit of prayer, is car* 
ried by it far above this lower world ; he is boroe 
by it tip to the courts of paradife, and is privi- 
leged to lay open all his wants, his aiSiidliaas^ 
and his temptations, at the very footftool of the 
throtie of God; and that too with a weil* 
grounded confidence, that he who faid to Mofes, 
^ I have furely feen the afHicSion of my people 
*^ which are in Egypt, and have heard their ay, 
*^ by reafon of their tafk-mallers; for I know their 
•^ forrows, and 1 am come down la deliver them,** 
" Exod. 



Exod. ill. 7, 8. will alfd hear his fupplications; 
a^d appear for him in evory time of need. 

Prayer is not only a very important part of 
religion, as it is the instrument of our converfii 
with Heaven^ but alfo becaufe it is one of the 
principal means of keeping the Chriflian alive to 
God, and both Jdrengthens the principle, and 
enlarges thecxercife of his grace. Thofe fpark^ 
pf heavenly life, which God hath kindled in the 
Chrifiian's bofom, are frequently fo feeble, that 
they feem as if they would expire every moment, 
at leafl^, that the flighteil florm of afflidlion an^ 
temptation muft inevitably ejctinguifh them : bi^ 
no, they ar&.^|ed and nouriflied by prayer and 
fupplication, which ultimately, through the agency 
of the Holy Spirit, fans them into a bright an4 
vigorous flame, which neither earth nor hell fhall 
be able to deilroy* 

The great and exlenfive influence of prayer 
upon all our graces, and the general flate of our 
experience in the Chriflian life^ is obvious by the 
manner in which the Apoflle Paul recommends 
it to one of the primitive churches. After Ihew- 
ing them the enemies with whom they have to 
contend, dited^ing them to " Be firong in the 
** Lord, and in the power of his might," and 
dcfcribing the " armour of God," as including 
the girdle of truth, the breafl-plate of righteouf- 
jiefi, the Ihoes of peace, the fhield of faith, thc! 
i^lmet of falvation^ and the fwprd oC the Spiritj» 
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he adds, ^' Praying always with all prayer and 
** fupplication in the Spirit, and watching therc- 
'* unto with all perfeverance and fupplicatipns for 
^ all faints." Eph. vi. 10—18. 

Prayer is not only an important, but it is alfo 
a very large and comprehenfive fubje^V, and, in 
one form or another, meets the eye of him who 
converfes much with his Bible, n ore frequently 
than any other part of religion. I fliall not, 
however, difcufs it upon the largeft fcale poffible, 
but, in a few difcourfes, feleft from the fcripturcs 
'the moft prominent branches thereof. In this 
firft difcourfe I fhall claim your attention to 

Firft, The objed of prayer. Secondly, The 
nature of it. Thirdly, The obligations we . are 
under to pray. Fourthly, The great importance 
of faith in this holy exercife. 

Firft, The obje6t of prayer. It is an unfpeak* 
able mercy to us, that we are not left, in our 
inquiries upon this point, to the dim light of 
natural reafon, like the poor heathen ; we fpcak 
not merely of fuch heathens only as are defiitute 
of the advantages of fcience and the bleffings of 
civilized, life ; the remark, I have made applies to 
the beft days of Rome and Greece. Previous to 
the introdudion of Chriftianity into thofe far- 
famed republics ; gods were innumerable, and all 
refembled the gods defcribed by the PfalmiH, 
^* Their idols are filver and gold, the work of 
^^ mens hands; they have mouths, but they 
« I " fpeak 
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" fpeak not; eyes have they, but they fee not^ 
" they hare ears, but they hear not ; nofes have 
" they,- but they fmell not ; they have hands, but 
'' they handle not," &c- Pfa. cxv. 4—8. The 
volume of nature, in which is written JehovahV 
" eternal power and godhead,'* Rom. i. 20. was 
open to the infpedtion, and was much fludied by' 
the priefts ^nd philofophers of ancient times ; but 
they underftood it not; they flill followed the 
vain imaginations of their darkened and carnal 
hearts, illuftrating and confirming the teftimony 
of the apoflle, that, *^ The world by wifdom 
^^ knew not God." i Cor. i. 21. But we arc 
favoured with the holy fcriptures, in which we 
have not only a revelation of the nature and per- 
fedions of God, but alfo the moft explicit di«i 
redlions concerning the manner in which he will 
be worfhipped. It is there fhown by the greaf 
Prophet of the church, that " God is a fpirit, 
" and they that worfhip hini muft worlhip him 
•' in fpirit ajid in truth." John iv. 24. It is, 
therefore, of great importance, that we Ihonld 
have juft and fcriptural notions of the object of 
prayer^ otherwife^wemay offer ^' ftrange fire 
" before the Lord, "as did Nadab'and Abihu. 
Lev. X. I, 2. That which is fpoken. of the word, 
Deut. iv. 2. may be accommodated to the objedt 
of prayer ; nothing is to be added thereunto, nei- 
ther is ought to be diminjfhedr 
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The ctgeft of prayfcr Ifet before us in the fa*' 
crcd volume^ is ti^e one living and tjucOod, a 
Sod in Trinity, gilder the cxprefs denominationt 
df the Father/ the Son, ^ild the Holy Ghofl-, 
ahd of whom the church of Chrift has long beeir 
tccuftomcd to IJeik thus : ^^ Thefe three are one[ 
*? God, the &mc in fubftance, and equal In {>ower, 
? and glory *." This is doubtlefs ^nc of the 
inoft..myfl:6rious doflrines in revelation, and of 
iourfe we offer you no explanation of it : to at* 
tempt to do this woiild only be to darken counie| 
*^ by words ^yithout knowledge.'* Job xxxyiii. a. 
The credit of this docSlrinc has already too ofteil^ 
fuffered in the eftimation of xnankind by the 
imprudent zeal of fomc of its profeflcd friends, 
in attempting to explain what is infinitely above 
the compals of human inveftigation. Whilfi:^ 
Jiow'eyer. we admit, that it is inexplicable by all the 
efforts of human reafon, being aoipng •* the deep 
5^ things o£ God," i Cor. ii. lo. 5'etx)f its truth 
3rid importance we are firongly convinced. W*^ 
flo not maintain this dodriiie merely on tho 
"ground of its being found in detached palTagcs 
pf fcripture ; but we alfb maintain^ that it is in- 
terwQVen with the whole Ohriflian lyfiem, in its 
doSrinest, experienco, and praAice : it is, indeed, 
<it the very foundation of the gofeel ; take this 

* i^^emWy of . DivUicsi . ,. _ . ,, : 
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away, and the building of graoe and taitfa falto 
• to pieces. The God to whom we pmj^ig tha 
God from whom the church nsceives all its falva#» 
tion ; of this God, and of this ialvatioq, thu 
apoftle Peter (peaks thus : ^^ IS^USt aopprdipg to 
'^ the foreknowledge of God the Fajtber, thrpugU 
^' fan<£ti6cation of the Spirit, unto obedience aa4' 
f' fprinUiflg of the Wood of Jefus Qhri&r i Pet 
|. 2. In this icripture, equally ^rojog in dpfence 
of the doi£brine of the Trinity with i John v. j, 
(to deflroy the authjenticity of which its adverfit* 
ries have takei^ ib much pain^), we perceive 
Ibr^ diflini^ ageiits fpokcfi of^ and exprefslj^ 
namfd,; to ca^c^b of the;^ is a&rihed ^m^ branch 
f>£ falvation ; to the Father's grace Chriflians owe 
their eleAion ; to the Son's pbedience and death 
Ibgjj^e their juftificatlon ; and to the Spirit's 
poWtr^ their faa£tifi<ation and holineis : each of 
them are highly important in the Chriftian reli^ 
|pon, and are affirmed feparately and cpUedively 
tp be euitir^ly the work of that Qpd to whom 
pu'ifiians.pr^y. 

The. holy Trinity are fometimes a4dreflred m 
prayer jointly, as wh^n the apoftle thus prays for 
4be chqrch at Corinth, ^f The grace of the 
^* .Lord Jefljs Chrift, and the love of God, and 
>^'the communion of the Holy Ghpft, be with 
f^ you aU. Ament'* ^ Cor, xiii. 14. Soinetime3 
the Father and the Son only are prayed to, as in 
%'jpxcff.ii^ 1 6, i^. f« Now our Lojd Jefus Chrifi: 

j^ ^ ^' him^ 



( 8 ) 

** himfclf, "and God even our father, which hath 
" ' lovfed us, and hath given us everlafting con- 
*• folation, and good hope through grace, com- 
^ fort your hearts, and ftablilh you in every 
'•good word and work." In a great variety of 
other* fcriptures, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, are prayed to feparately ; but the 
xiioft ordinary and proper mode to be adopted in 
prayer is to addrefs the Father, in the name and 
through the mediation of Jefus Chrift, depending 
cm the Spirit to help our infirmities," For through 
^^ him we both have accefs by one Spirit unto the 
« Father." Eph. ii. 18. He who thus prays to 
God,' pays equal homage to each perfon in the 
holy Trinity, and honours Jefus Chrifl: and the 
' Holy Spirit as he honours the Father. 

He that believes and aflerts this doctrine, muft 
be content to pafs for a fool in the eftimation of 
thofe who exalt their own reafon above revela- 
tion, and who, though poflefled of much human 
knowledge, fhew much zeal and bitternefs againft 
the leading do6lrines of grace, as well as againft 
thofe who preach and publifh tliem. To fuch 
perfons we have only to fay, *^ That after the 
^' way which they call herefy, fo worfhip we the 
*^ God of our fathers," Acfts xxiv. 14. and that 
we believe as jirnily that our notions of God are 
rlgh^, as they do that their's are fo ; and upon 
much better ground, taking 'he Bible as it now 
flands, without any of the alterations and ima- 
ginary 
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ginary amendments which modern critics would 
fain introduce into it. We proceed to fpcak. 

Secondly, Of the nature'of prayer- There arc 
few, if any, definitions of prayer more concife or 
fcriptural than that of the affenibly of divines in 
their fliorter catechifm, ** Prayer is an offering up 
*^ of our defires to God, for things agreeable to. 
'' his will, in the name of Chrift." i ihall 
make this, definition the ground of this head of 
difcourfe. •: 

I. It is the offering up of our defires to God'; 
it is the unfeigned language of the heart,' and 
there is no true prayer where there is only a repe* 
tition of words. There has been too much of this 
kind of lip-fcrvice in the church in every age; 
happy would it have been if the Jews had beea 
the only people againfl: whom the Lord coul4 
■ juftly make this complaint. *^ This people drawetll 
^* nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth 
^* me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
^« mc.** Matt. XV. 8. To fuch perfons God fays, 
'* When ye Ipread forth your hands, I will hidj^ 
f ^ rnine eyes from you ; yea, when ye make many 
** prayers, I will not hear." Ifa. i. 15. Every 
real Chriflian knows experimentally, the diflference 
between the prayer of the lip and that of the heart. 
. In a natural flate, a Chriflian knows nothing of 
his guilt and mifery, nor of the rich treafures of 
mercy and grace revealed in the gofpel ; but 
when the Holy Spirit difcovers all this, convincing 
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#f fin, and (hewing the things of Chrift, then thq 
Chriftian begins to hunger and thirft after the 
bread and water of life ; he becomes an importu- 
nate fiippliant^ and eries to and wreilles with 
God, in a way which evinces be no longer prays 
m a formal and un&eling manner ; but, like 
Jacob, who faid, " I will not let thee jgo, except 
^ thoa blcfi me,'* <3cn. xxxii. %6y and Kke tlie 
Syraphenician woipaa, who continued to cry» 
•* Have mercy upon me, O Lord,'* und *f Lord 
^helpiiae/' untU the I^cdccm^r anfwered, '' Be 
♦* it utito ihce even as thou wilt/* Matti xv. aa^ 

t* It is efTenftial to the nature of tme prayer, 
Ihat what we alk, fliould be according to the 
dtrine will. We arc liable in our prayers to be 
Ipivemed more by a regard to our own eafe, in? 
96st&^ and inclination, than by eitlier.a concern 
§0K ftc glory of God, or the proiperity pF our 
#wn fouls. This remark is exemplified too much 
in the conduA of good men in general, who arc. 
at times more earneft for the beftowment of temr 
|ioraI bleffings, and the removal of temponrl 
evils, than they are either for an increafe of grace 
and holincfh, or the maniteflation of the glory of 
6od« the proper ends to which all the Chriftian'sj 
prayers and exertions fhquld be dire^led, Lot^ 
was governed by his inclination more than his 
judgment and confcience ; both, when he chole 
the plains pf Sodom for hi^ refidence^ tJ^ugh it^ 
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Uihabitants were fo intolerably wicked^ ttnd when 
he deiired Zoar for the place of his refuge, after 
the Lord had brought him out of that devoted 
i:ountry. Gen. xiii. to. and chap. xix. 19^ 20# 
!|^ijah's prayer was in conformity to the rule o( 
mrhich we are fpeaking, when he laid, *' O Lord 
M take away my life, for I am not better than mf 
f* fathera/* i Kings xix. 4. The fame fpirit perw 
vaded the language of that peeviih and rebellious 
prophet whp was commiffioned to call Ninevdi 
^o'^ repentaqcc, when *^ he fainted and wiihed vk 
f ^ himfelf to die, and faid, it is better for me to 
f ^ die than to live.** Jonah, iv- 9, Both thefe in- 
^nces fuitiiih us with proof tl^at even good meif 
may pray in their own fpirit, and have a greater 
l^egard tC| their own will thap to that of their hea^ 
yenly Father. How different the Ipirit and rule 
p{ their petitions, to that of the apoflle, who^ 
when be irequefted his difmi^oo out of time, was 
not influenced by impatience to get rid of the 
cro&, but rathfr a wiih to obtain the viiion and 
pjoymeot of the dear Redeemer ! ^^ Having,"* 
<ays he, *^ a defire to depart and be with Jefus.** 
Phil. i. 23. The good man^s language ihould 
uiiformly be this ? ^* AU the days of my dp- 
f^ poiDted'tim^ wiU I wait till my change c^mt.^ 
Jeh. xiv. 14. 

Wicked men in their prayers i^te uniformly 
governed more by their own corrupt inclinations, 
^imn hf t|ie will K^Cqd. The l&aelites in the 
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nildernefs were curfed in the gratification of their 
appetites. " So they did eat, and were well 
.*f filled for he gave them their defire, they were 
*• not cftranged from their luft ; but while their 
*'. meat was yet in their mouths, the wrath of 
'^ God came upon them, and flew the fattefl of 
*^ them, and fmote down the chofen men of Ifrael." 
Pfk. Ixxviii. 29, 31- The unbelieving Jews 
would give no credit to Chrift's being the Mef- 
fiah, by any of thofe ordinary proofs which con- 
tained fo many to cry out under the powerful 
convi6iion of it, ** This is of a truth that prophet 
** which fliould come into the world." John 
vi. 14* If they believe on him, they will have 
the evidence of his being the Chrifl at their own 
time, and in their own way. " The Pharifees 
*^ alfo, with the Sadduces, came and, tempting, 
*^ defired him that he fhould fliew them a lign 
*' from Heaven.'' Matt. xvi. i ; and when he 
was.crucificd, the fame evangelift fays, " Like- 
";wife alfo the chief priefts mocking him; with 
*^ the fcribes and elders, faid, he faved others, 
*^ hinifelf he cannot fave. If he be the king of 
.'Mfrael, let him now come down from the crofs, 
f^ and we will believe him." Ch. xxvi. 41, 42. 
But-Chrift has wifely and truly faid of all fuch 
proud objedlors, antient and modern, " If they 
i* hear not Mofes and the prophets, neither will 
ff they be perfuaded,. though one rofe from the 
f^ dead." Luke xti* 31. Others pray to Gad 
. * •: '. with 
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^Uh a view to make him a party in their worldly 
and carnal conflicls. Such was the prayer pre- 
sented to our Lord, Luke xii. 13. " And one of 
** the company faid to him,' Matter, fpeak to 
'* my brother, • that he divide the inheritance ^ 
^* with me." Such have been the fupplications 
which whole nations have prefented to God on 
their days of fading and prayer, when the holy 
and merciful God has been folicited to fandlion 
and promote undertakings, which are both hate- 
ful to him, and fubverfive of every principle of 
humanity and juflice. Such were alfo the prayers 
of fbme profeflbrs in the times of the apodlc 
Jatiies, to whom he thus addrefled himfelf, " Yc 
" alk and receive not, becaufe y^ afk amifs, that 
'^ ye may confume it upon your lufts." James 
iv. 3. If wicked men pray under this unholy 
diipofition, God either will not grant their requefl-j 
or he will anfwer them in anger, as he did 
Balaam, when he defired to fulfil the wilhes of 
Balak for reward ; the Lord faid go, but fcnt an 
angel to obftrudl his paflagc, and reproved him 
by the mouth of the bcaft on which he rode. 
Numb. xxii. ao. 30. If the children of God 
ihould ever be influenced by this temper of mind, 
God has too great a regard to his own glory, and 
their; good, to give them according to their peti- , 
tion ; he will anfwer them according to the love 
he bears them. When Paul had a thorn in the 
flbih, and the meflenger of Satan to buffet him, 

he 
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he befoaght theJjotd thrice that it might depart 
from him; and in this prayer he confulted bit 
own eaie ; but Qod refuied to comply with hi^ 
Itquei^, and gave him more than an equivalent, 
when he faid, " My grace is fufficient for thee/'' 
z Cor. xii, 7^ 9. So that God's denials and 
God's beftowments are alike gracious, and fhoulci 
lead the Chriftian to adopt the words of thQ 
poet, 

^ Good when he gives, iupremely good, 
Nmt kfs when he denies ; 
E'en crofles from his fov'rcign hand 
Arc bleffings in difguife* Watts. 

When a believer is in a right frame^ the pre^ 
feoc of his prayer is, ^* thy will be done." The 
will of God is revealed in the fcriptures; the goocj 
which he defigns to beftow, and which his chil- 
dren alk in prayer, is fully and freely held forth 
in the promifes ; the fufficiency of which is accu-« 
rately defcribed by the apoflle, when he fays,^ 
** Godlinefs is profitable unto all things, having 
^ promife of the life that now is, and that which 
** is io come.'* i Tim. iv. 8. Let us then ftudy 
and fearch the fcriptures much, with a view to 
•^ prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
•* perfeft will of God/' Rom, xii. 2. And if we 
a:ttain to an acquaintance with the mind and will 
of God, we may take the full encouragement of 
that beautiful and comprehenfive promife, ^^ If 
** ye abide in me, and my words abide in ycfu. 
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^ ye fhall aik what ye will, and it fhall be done 
V unto you," John xv. 7, 

if any ihould be difpofcd to aflc how they may 
know that what they pray for is according to the 
will of God ? I anfwcr : When we pray for that 
which tends to glorify God; for at this wb fhonld 
aim in every thing. This was the grand end 
whichElijah propofed in htsprayer for fire to come 
down on the altar which he had made in the pre* 
fence of the prlelis of Baal ; it was not for his own 
vindication, honour, or interefl; it was not for the 
gratification of his own pride and vanity; but he 
is influenced iblely by a regard to God^s glory 
and his people's good^ when he pours out this 
ardent prayer, ** Hear me, O Lord, hear mc, 
^' that this people may know that thou art the 
^* Lord God, and that thou hail turned their heart 
^ back again/' 1 Kings xviii. 37. 

We pray according to the will of God, when 
we are more earneft for wifdom and grace, rightly 
to perform &c duty of our flations in the church, 
and in the world, rather than to be rich and 
great. We have a fine example of this in Sor- 
lomouj when the Lord faid, " Alk what I fhall 
•* give thee,'* and he replied, '^ O Lord my God, 
*^thon haft made thy fcrvant king inftead of 
*^ David my father; and I am but a little 
^^ child ; I know not how to go out or come in : 
** and 'thy fervant is in the midll of thy people 
'^ which thou haft chofen, a great people, that 

^^ cannot 
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^* cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude* 
•* Give therefore thy fervant an underftanding 
^* heart to judge thy people, that 1 may difcern 
** between good and had,, for who is able to judge 
*' this thy fo great a people ? And the fpeech 
" pleafdd the Lord, that Solomon had alked this 
•'thing." I Kings iii. 5. 7, 8, 9, 10. And 
whoever is enabled to pray by this rule, and in 
4hi8 fpirit, may with foihe propriety ufe the ftrong 
and contblatory language of i John v. 14. . " And 
" this is the confidence that we have in him, that, 
*^ if. we aik any thing according to his will, he 
^^ heareth us." 

3. It enters very materially into the nature of 
true prayer, that we fhould alk all in the name 
and for the fake of Jefas Chrifl-. This fiinda* 
mental law of chriftianity is violated by all thole 
who avow they adore the eternal God only 
through the medium of his works, and rejedt the 
word of God as ia fabulous and unprofitable book ; 
by fuch as rejc(9: the dodrine of the atonement, a 
doctrine which is taught in the fuUeft and cleared 
Bianner, both in the Jewifli and in the .Chrifiian 
dilpenfations ; and alfo, by all them who make 
the fuppofcd goodncfs of their own hearts, and 
the purity of their manners, the foundation of 
their hope of mercy an^ acceptance at the 
throne of grace. And whilft fome rejedl 
the mediation of Ghrift altogether, others lofe 
nearly all the advantages of this divine and gra- 
cious 
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cious nicdiuni of accefe to Grod : the Papift j by 
adding to the mediation of Chrift that of faitits 
and angels ; the ProteAantj by mingling his own 
lyeak and imperfeiSt ferviced with the all-perfedk 
obedience of him, tvhb " by one offering hath 
** perfedled fdr 6vct them that are £an(ftificd." 
Heb. X. 14. 

The truth is, that, as finners, we have forfeited 
all right, either to temporal or fi)irituai bleffings ; 
we ean therefore neithei: alk lior receive any thing 
at the hand of Godbut asamatterof favour, Thcfcat 
which he is defcribed as occupying in the church, 
and from vtrhich he communes with his people, is 
" the merCy-feat," Exod; xxv. 22, it is " the 
** throne of grace/' Heb. iv, 16, and all the be- 
ftowments made from thence are mere favours. 
May he hot theii exercife his own pleafure as to 
the way and manner in which he will difpenfc 
them ? 

The doftrine of fcHptiire upon this fubjedl 
may be cbmpiiiied under three branches, ift, Jefus 
Cfariii by his death opened the way of accefs to the 
throne of grace, by taking away the curfe of the 
law wfe had broken, and fatisfying the claims of 
Divine Juftice, againfl which we had heinoufly 
offended* Till this was done, there could be 
BO friendlhip or fellowfhip between God and us : 
and that it is all done by the obedience and death 
of ChrifJ, is plain' firom the two following fcrip- 
turcs : *^ Having therefore, brethren, boldnefs 
. . . i c *Mo 
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** to enter into the holicft by the blood of ^fus, 
" by a ne^ and living way, which he hath con- 
<* feciated for us, through the veil, that iato fay> 
*^ his flefh^ and having an high priefl: over tlid 
•* houfe of God, let us draw near with a true 
"licaurt, in fiili -aflurance of fahh, having our 
'* hearts fprinkled from an evil confcience, and 
•* our bodies wafhed with pure waten" Heb, x. 
19. 22;* Agam if is laid, " When the fulnefc of 
^ time was come, God fent forth hrs fon, made 
*• of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
" thettt that were under the law, that we might 
^* receive the adoption of ions; and becaufe ye arc 
'* fons, God hath fent forth the fpirit of his fon 
^^ into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Gal. 
it. 4. 6. 

. zd. All the bleflings which are fought in 
prayer, are treafured up in Ghrift, and commu- 
nicated to us through him. In one fcripture the 
diufch is faid to be bleffed, " With all fpiritual 
** bleflings. in heavenly .places in Chrift." Epb, 
1.3. In another it is laid, •* Of his fulnefs have 
^* all we received, and.grace. for grace.** John 
i. 16 ; and, in. a third, the apoflle Paul tells the 
church at Phillippi. ." My God Ihall fopply aU 
" your need, according to his riches in glory by 
•*^ Chrift Jefus."^ Phil. iv. 19'. 
' 3d. It is the expreis law. of divine revelatiort^ 
that whoever approaches the throne of grace, \tt 
prayer, ihoold come in the name, ajid depend on 
the*merit of Jefus Chrift. It is upon this very 

ground 
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jgrbuhd that the founder of the Chriftian religion 
leaches his difciples to cxpett an anfwcr to their 
prayers : " Whatfoever ye ihall alk the father in 
** my name, he will give it you." John xvi. ij. 

I proceed to Ihew^ 

Thirdly, The obligations men are Under to pray 
to God, ^fpecially thofe who are favoured with 
divine revelation. It is a duly which naturally 
refults from the relation God (lands in to men as 
their creator and benefador. We are the crea- 
tures of his power, " In him we live, and move, 
•^ and have our being/* Adts, Xvii, 28. " Every 
*^ good gift, and every perfeft gift, is from above, 
** and Cometh down from the father of lights/' 
James i. 17. It is therefore our duty to approach 
God, and render to him the undifguifed homage 
of our hearts, giving him unfeigned thankfgiving 
for the numberleis bleffings we have received, 
and fupplicating his^ goodnefs to fnpply all the 
Wants, and afford us all the deliverances, that may 
be requiiite iti time to come. 

It becomes our duty from the exprels manner 
in which it is enjoined upon us in his holy word. 
With all the ditcoveries he made of his love and 
fiavout to the Jews, with all the promifes he gave 
them of his prefence and bleffing, he jningled 
fuch declarations as thefe, " I will yet for this le 
^^ enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael, to do it for 
^^ them.'* Etck. xxxvi. 37. Chrift defcribed the 
iiature and extent of this duty, when " He fpalsc 

c z. ** A parable 
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'' a pafablc unto tbem to this end, that mcfrt 
^* ought always to pray and not to faint.'" Luke 
Kviii. I. Nor is it merely of good men that \vc 
fay they ought, io pray, in as much as Peter thus 
addrefled Simoji Magus, " Pray God, if perhaps 
*^ the thought of thine heart ' may be forgiven 
^* thee/* Afts viii. it. And another apoftle 
fpeaks thus, "Draw nigh to God, and .he 
" will draw nrgh to you; oleanfeyour hands, ye 
" finners, and purify your hearts, ye doublc- 
^^ minded." James iv. 8. 

Again, our obligation io prayer refults from 
our circumftanccs and charad\ers. In whatever 
light we conlider ourfelves, whether as creatures, 
as finners, or as Chriftians, there is need of nnich 
prayer. As creatures, we are weak and ftail, and 
*^ iftand in jeopardy every hour, i Cor. xv. 30. 
As finners, we are, in a fpiritual fenfe, " wretched, 
" and miferable, and poor, and blind, and 
^.' nak<^d.'' Rev. iii. 17. And if through grace 
we have been made Chrifiians, we fhall feel a 
continual obligation Io prayer, arifing out of the 
multitude of our wants, the ftrength and zeal of 
our fpiritual enemies, the world, the flefli, arid 
the devil, together with innumerable afflidlions 
io bear, and great duties to perform ; to all 
Tv^iich, even the ftrortgeft Chriftian is infufRcient 
of himfelf, through ignorance, weakneft, and 
unbelief. From ail which, we may difcern the 
necefiity. of daily adppting fuch language as this j 

<« Give 
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^'<Jive us this day our daily bread, -afid forgive 
*** us our debts as vve forgive our debtors, and lead 
^ us not into temptation^ but delivcF us from evil/' 
Matt. vi. 12, 13, 

Our obligation to prayer may be inferred from 
ihe example of Chrift, who, being in hi^-huihan 
nature inferior and fubje<Sl to his father, is repre- 
sented as inceflantly occupied in prayer to him. 
Jn one place he is <ie<cribed as alklng ^' the hea- 
'Vthen for his inheritance, and the qttermoft parts 
'^ of the earth for his pofleffion." Pfa. ii. 8. la 
another it is faid, that he ** offered up prayers and 
'^ fupplication^, with firong . crying and tears." 
Heb. V. 7, Ifi' bdng .therefore under a continual 
obligation to prayer, w« are made like unto our 
liyipg and. glorious head, in the days of his hu- 
miliation. 

Fourthly, In the duty of prayer there is nothing 
of more importance than faith, Chrift therefore 
partipularly mentioj:)6 it in this text. 
' Nb real believer,, either minifler or private 
* Chriftian, can undervalue either praftical god- 
iinefs or genuine morality ; confequently, the 
high commendations they give of faith, and the 
high value they fet upon it, Ihould not be con- 
ftrued ^s militating againft thefc. Faith is a grace 
of high importance in the Chrifiian religion ; it 
has an extenfivc and active part afligued it in 
^very part thereof, but efpecially in the believer's 
devotional exercifes. The promifc of receiving 

c 3 '^ nniclc 
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ifiade In the text, is not to mere afking, for it rnnd 
thus ; ** Whatfoever yc fhall aflc in prayer, be^ 
Vtevingj ye fhall receive/* The importance of 
faith in our approach to Grod i& ftrongly marked 
in the following fcripture ; ^'But without faith it 
** is mipoffible to pleafe Ood. He that cometh ta 
" God muft believe that he is, and that he is a 
^ *^ r^warder of them that diligently feek him.*^ 

Peb. xi. 6. There is much truth in that remark 
of the Jews, though it was applied to bad pur- 
pofe ; *^ We know that GrOd Hcareth not fin- 
^^ ners." John ix. 31.' When the apoftle James 
is Recommending prayer, and holding ftw^h the 
encouragement arifing from the divine liberality^ 
he fays of the perfpn praying ; " But let him aflc 
*^ in faith, nothing wavering ; for he that waver- 
^* eth is like a wave of the fea, driven with the 
** wind and toiTed,; for let not that man think that 
^^ he {hall receive Any thing of the Lord.'* James 
i. 5, 6, 7. Our remarks upoti this head, are 
elucidated and confirmed by the hiftory of Cairx 
and Abel ; the one a wicked, and the other a 
righteous man. The fad, as related in the Old 
Teftament, is this : ^^ Cain brought of the fruit of 
^^ the ground an offering unto the Lord. Anci 
'^ Abel he alfo bfought an offering of the firftlings 
** of his flock, and of the fat thereof ; and the 
^ Lord had refpefl unto Abel and to his offering, 
'* but unto Cain and his offering the Lord had 
" not refpea." Geq, iv. 3. 5. The New Tefta- 
*'- ment 
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ment comment upon this paflage run^ thus, " By 
^' faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
*^ iacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained wit- 
^' ncfs that he was righteous, God teftifying of 
'^ his gifts; and by it he being dead, yet fpeak- 
•^ eth," Heb. xi. 4. What a difference between 
thefe two perlbns ! what a difference between the 
offerings they prefent tQ God ! what a diffecent 
reception they meet with ! and all this the apofilc 
affirms to. be " by £iith.** 

The fcriptures are full of matter, tending to en- 
courage our fouls, and to enlarge and Arengthen 
the adlings of faith in our approaches to God ia 
prayer, God is eveiy where defcribed as a God of 
infinite condeicenfion and goodnefs ; as a God 
bearing and anfwering prayer; as always waiting 
to be gracious: and from thefe views of God, faith 
draws the moft encouraging conclufions. 

Sometimes :^th grounds its encouragement 
upon the ability of God. To Abraham, the Lord 
(aid, ?^ I i^m God Almighty,*' Gen. xvii. i, or God 
All'fafficient> The apoflle Paul encourages the 
faith of the church of Ephefus by telling them, God 
*^ Is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
^* that we afk qr thinif." Eplv, iii. 20. If unbe- 
lief fterts a difficulty, ^qd f^ys, *< Can God furnifli 
*^ a table in the wil4ernefs ?" Pla; Ixxviii. ig. 
faith, calculating upon the omnipotence of God, 
Implies, " My God Ihall fupply all your need ac- 
04-. '< cording 
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*^ cordiog to bis riches in glory by Chrift Jefus.^ 
Phil, i V.I 9^ 

At other times, ftrong faith in prayer is excitec^ 
in the believer-s foul by a coniideratibn of the rela- 
tion God ftands in to him. He is his God and father. 
Chrift had an eye to this when he thus addreffed 
Im difciples ; " After this manner therefore pray 
'^yp; Our father which art in heaven.'' Matt, 
vi. 9. And when the prodigal finally refolved to 
arife and feek falvation, his language run thus ; 
/^ I will arife and go to my father, and will fay 
f^ unto him. Father, I have linned againft hea- 
^^ yen and before thee, and i^m no more worthy to 
f ^ be called thy fon, niake me as pne of thy hired 
f^ fervants.". Luke xv. 18, 19. His reception far 
exceeds all his expe6lations ; for, ^* When he 
f' was yet a great way off, his father favv hini, 
** and had compaffiop, and ran and fell on his 
" neck and kifled him.'* vcr. ao. In like man- 
ner Old Teftament faints encouraged themfelves 
in approaching Go|d, faying, " O cpme, let us 
*' worlhip'and bow down ; let us kneel before the 
*^ Lord our Maker, for he is our God, and we 
*' are the people of his pafture, and the fheep of 
^' his hand.r Pfa. xcv. 6, 7. 

Again, faith is nourifhed by the covenant en- 
gagements of God, which are unalterable, Grod 
himfclf having faid, " My covenant will I not 
** break, nor alter the thing, that is gone out of 
^/ my lips." Pfa. Ixxxix. 34. David had earneftly 

epdea- 
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endeavoured after, and long . prayed for the fpi- 
ritual and eternal falvation of his family, and iiill 
the profpecSl was dark, diftreffing, and uncertain ; 
but faith affifled him to continue waiting and 
hoping, and comforted him with this refle^lion : 
V Although my houfe be not fo with God, yet 
^* he hath made with rac an everlafiing cove- 
^^ nant, ordered in all things and fure ; this is all 
>*^ my falvation, and all my defire, although he 
*^ make it not to grow/' 2 Sam, ii. 3. 5. 

Once more> the Ghriflian has flrong ground 
for faith in prayer, in thofe many great and pre- 
cious promiies with which the fcripturcs abound. 
On what principle can he indulge doubts and 
fears in his accefs to God, while it is faid to him, 
^* Alk, and it ihall be given you; feek, and yc 
*^ fliatl find; ktiock, and it Ihall be opened unto 
^^ you." Matt- viL 7. Nor is he encouraged only 
by fuch general promifes as thefe, but there arc 
promifes fuited to all the variety of circumftances 
into which he can poiSbly come, and to all the 
diverfity of frames he is fufceptibie of in his ex- 
perience. 

There is alfo much encouragement for faith in 
prayer from the dodWne of Divine Providence ; 
hot merely from the doArine of that general pro- 
vidence which extends its care to all men and 
creatures indiicriminately, but from that peculiar 
and ipecial providence which God exercifes over 
the objects of his love, and of which David 

fpeaks 
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ijpeaks fa fuitebly : " The eyes of the Lord arc 
** over the righteous, and his ears are open to 
** their cry/' pfa. xxxiv. 15, There is a fimilar 
iJe&Tfptton of God^s fpectal regard to his. church 
in 2 ehron. vii. 15. " Now mine eyeg fliall be 
** open, and mine ears attend to the juraycr that 
'^ is made in this place. For now hayel chofen 
• ^* and fitocStificd this houfe, that my name may 
•* be there for ever, and mine eyes and mine 
** heart Ihall be there perpetually,^* 
. Laftly, The firongefl ground of faith in our 
acce& to the Father is the Redeemer's mediation j, 
iti his death, refuneSicm, and appearance in hea- 
iren for us, together with the Holy Spirit's inter- 
ceKvm within us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. But as theie topics will, in the courf^ 
of the following fermons, be the futjecSi of par- 
ticular difcuffion, we fhall not enlarge upon them 
here, but proceed to a clofe, with an obferyation 
or two by way of improvement : and, 

I* I addrefs myfelf to you who live totally 
without prayer : you lie down at night, rife up 
in the morning, and pafs through the day, with- 
out ever bowing, your knee to the God and Fa- 
ther of our LcMti Jefus Chrift; or even fo much 
as fending" up one thankful jicknowledgment to 
Heaven for its tace and goodi^isi or one petition 
for their continuance. You virtually renounce 
all idea of obligation to, and dependence upon, 
God. Yours is, indeed, an awful ftate, and is 

accu- 
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accurately drawn by the pencil of truth : ^^ The 
•* wicked, through the pride of his countenance, 
^^ will not leek after God. God is not in all his 
** thoughts. His ways are always grievous \ thy 
^' judgments are far above out of his light ; as 
^^ for all his enemies, he pufteth at them. He 
^* hath faid in his heart, I Ihall not be moved, 
^^ for I fhall never be in adverfity." Pfa. x. 4 — 6. 
Dream not, poor /inner, that thy falfe confidence 
will be always equally llrong, or that thy con- 
fciencc will be always equally tra^nquil : no, the day 
of affii<%on and darkneft mayfoon approach; the 
day of death lAufl come, and it may come both 
ibon and fuddenly ; and then, *' To whom will 
** you flee for help ? and where will you leave 
*^ your glory ?'* Ife. x. 3. Will thy prayerle& 
(bul, think you, then ddinfe God, falvation, and 
heaven, as it has done all through the days of 
thy health and profperity ? It is moft likely not ; 
but rather you will try to pray for yourfelf, and 
defire all around you to pray for you. Juftly 
may the Ldrd then (ay to thee, *' Where are thy 
^' Gods that thou haft made thee, let them arife, 
« if they can fave thee in the time of thy trouble.** 
jfcr. ii, a8. 

1. I addrefs myfelf to thofe who make a con*- 
ibience of paying homage to God in prayer, but 
whofe prayers are mere lip-fervice, nothing more 
than pharifaic devotions, which fpring from a 
felf-righteous fptrit, ]and are diretSled to an end 

which 
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nvbich they never can attain, . namely, that of 
procuring the remifllon of fins, and an entrance 
to eternal glory. Such prayers are generally of- 
fcre4 without any juft apprehenfions of the God 
to whom they are addrefled, and without that tem- 
per of mind, and that regard to the fcripturc 
rules for prayer, which are fo.effential to praying 
in fpirit and in truth. They are fo defedlive and 
erroneous in every refpedl, that they might, with- 
out much improjo-iety, have that fentence in- 
fcribed . upon them, which the apoftle faw upon 
^n Atbc^nian altar, *^ To the unknown God.'* 
A&$ xvii. 23. Such perfons know not ,God Ipi- 
ritually or favingly ; and hence, though they per- 
form many outward duties, and, among the reft, 
;ray prayers to God as the Jews did, the wprds of 
Jhe prophet are applicable to both, ^^ They know 
* ^^ not me, faith the Lord." Jer. ix. 3. 

: 3. But I truft I am fpeaking to many who 
know what it is to pi^ay in a fcriptural and ac^ 
ceptable manner. To ftir up your minds to un- 
feigned gratitude, let nje remind you what obli- 
gations you are un^er to the, word of God, in 
which the obje(9: of prayer is revj?aled, and enr 
couragements to prayer held forth in almoft every 
page ; how much you owe for the fuccefs of all 
your prayers to the prevalent interceffion, of 
Chrift, and the divine aid of the Holy Spirit. 
And be fure, Chrift ian, whilft you are praying 
for fpiritual bleflings, tjfe all the means by which 

Ged 
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God has been accuftomed to convey them ; and 
be coniiantly looking for that blefled day, when 
you fliall feel no more fpiritual wants, but have 
prayer changed into everlafling praife. To which 
bappmefs may the good Lord bring us all, for 
the' Redeemer's fake. Amen* 
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SERMON IL 

PERSEVERANCE AND WATCHFULNESSi 
IN PRAYER. 



Eph. VI. i8. 

Praying always with all prayer and fupplicafion tri 
the fpirity and watching thereunto with all p^^ 
feverancc and fuppUcafion for all faints. 

JEHOVAH is the invlfibld God ; no man hatli 
. feen him at any time ; nor can his perfedlions 
and character be rightly difcovered, but through 
the operations of his own hand ; thefe are de- 
tailed in three divifions, each part forming a vo- 
lume full of rich and heavenly inflrudlon, and 
which, if carefully read, and properly underfloodj^ 
will not fail to make us wife to eternal falvatiocL 
The firft of thefe volumes is the book of albr 
ture, which contains a wide and ample field df 
inflru(Slion for the humble and inquiring Chris- 
tian. So manifold and fo wonderful are all the 
parts of the material world, from the heavenly 
bodies down to the atoms of duft which we tram- 
a pic 
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plb under our feet, that wherever we turn our 
eyea, whether to the heavens above, or to the earth 
beneath, all is myfierious and grand. Man hin^fclf 
is A world in miniature, he is ^' fearfully and won- 
.?f dcrfoUy made ;" Pfa, cxxxix. 14. and to him, 

«in4m e^^ecial manner, do ^' the heavens declare 
^ ihctglory of God, and the firmament fheweth 
^ 4w handy work/' Pfa. xix. i. O that men were 
Vfl^g- that they did but hear and underitand, 
Wfattl! all nature confpircs to iing in one grand 
iaad perpetual chorus, namely, the vvi£iom, good-' 
nefey and omnipotence of Jehovah ! 

•Another medium by which the great God con- 
4e&eiids to unveil his glory to man, is the book 
of ^Providence. In the government of the world 
ttndi the church, there is a perpetual emanation 
t>f .' his divine and glorious perfedlions: here 
nkicy and righteoufnefs, goodnefs and feverity, 

.f jjtjMfr'Wi&ly and beautifully blended, and admi-^ 

. rsiflnnstd. with an impartial though with a fove- 

^i^cJC^vband. The more carefully we obferve and 

hfBk iotp, and the more fully we become ac- 

i^ ^jq p iiptcd with this book, we difcover the more 

^^ffbStwlly our own ignorance and weaknefs ; are 
' jjilij^liinrr readily impelled to acknowledge with 

."iJui^i,..^^ Clouds and darknefs are round about 

f^.Mm^. righteoufnefs and judgment are the habi- 

>**. tdAon of his throne," Pla. xcvii. 2. and to ex- 

^'^im with the apoftle, " O the depth of the 
.*^- riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of 
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'* God ! How unfearchable are his judgmcnte; 
** and his ways pad finding out !" Rom. xi. 33; 

But though nature and providence are full of 
God, and rcfledl his glory to man, they arc .the 
Icaft, they arc but fecondary parts of his gloriotl^ 
works. 'I he firft and the greateft offUytlutf 
which flrikcs angelic minds with the -^tAtefi: 
force, and into which thofe holy and intdligeat 
beings moll ardently defire to look, is the^l^la- 
rious work of his grace, the redemption of ipft 
linners by the obedience and death of the Sou of 
God. In this ftupendous work, the unfathonui-^ 
ble depths of his wifdom Ihine with an effid^Bpk 
brightncfs ; in this work is difplayed fheuop? 
fearchable riches of divine grace, and the otnmr. 
potence of Jehovah's power; this is the tibcme 
which, gladdens the hearts and infpires'.the 
tongues of perifhingmen with fongs:of heavenly 
praife; yea, it is to the praife of this ipdKke 
work that the choiis above tunc their gcdden. 
harps, and with one accord ihout, '^ WcMrthy iS-! 
** the Lamb that was flain, to rcccivt po^drl : 
** and riches, and wifdom, and ftrengtb, and 
" honour, and glory, and blefling.** Rcv.T,.;ift.' • 

The efiectual converiion of one linner b^ tlijfc :j 
preaching of the gofpel is a miracle -of grace, atld" 
caules joy even among the angels; how much 
more muft this be the cafe, when a multitude caft 
afide their dumb idols, and turn to the worfhip 
of the one living and true God ; that God " who 

*' was 



( 33 ) 

^* was in Chrift reconciling the world unto him- 
*^ felf." 2 Cor. V. 20. Such was the happy efFe6l 
produced by Paul's preaching among the wor- 
fhippefs of the goddefs Diana at Ephefus, and a 
chufch was planted there which flourifhed for 
many years : to this church the apoflle wrote this 
epiille; in which do6lrinal, experimental, and 
pra<5lical truths are all happily blended, and dif- 
courfed upon in his ufual ftyle of eloquent fim- 
plicity. 

The believing Ephelians ate here taught by 
Ihc apofile what they have now to expedl in this 
worlds nothing lefs than a conftant warfare, and 
that too with no common enemy, as may be 
fccn'by the defcription given in the following 
words: " We wreftle not againft flefli and 
«« blood, but againft principalities, againft powers, 
** againft the rulers of darknefs of this world, 
'* againft fpiritual wickednefs in high places,*' 
Tcr. 12, He would not have them, however, be 
diicouraged by the view of either the multitude 
or the flpcngth of their oppofers, nor yet to truft 
in the Icaft degree to their own wifdom and 
ftrengtH^ but fays, " Finally, my brethren, be 
** firo&g in the Lord, and in the power of his 
^ might," ven 10. and when Chriflians can do 
this in the exercife of a ftrong faith, they may 
defpile all the efforts of their moft potent and 
malignant foe^ and exult in the beautiful Ian- 
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guage of the appftle, " If God be for us, wha 
'* can be againfl: us ?" Rom. viii. 31. 

To manage this arduous conflidl with fucccfe, 
it is requifite we fhould put on " the whole ar- 
«^ mour of God," ver. 13. which the apoftle thus 
deicribes: " Having your loins girt about with 
*^ truth, and having on the brcaft-plate of right- 
*^ eoufnefs, and your feet ftiod with the prepa- 
^^ ration of the gofpel of peace. Above all, 
*' taking the fliield of faith, wherewith ye fhall 
*^ be able, to quench all the fiery darts of the 
** wicked. And take the helmet of falvation, 
*^ and the fword of the Spirit, which is the word 
" of God." And then he introduces the words 
of my text, '* Praying al^vays," &c. intimatiqg 
that it was not enough to be duly apprized of the. 
nature and firength of the enemy, and to have 
on the armour of defence ready for the attack ; 
but even then there mufl: be much and conflant 
prayer to God for wifdom, courage, and ability^ 
to perfevere in the conflidl ; for having once en- 
tered the field under Jefus, the captain of our 
falvation, wc muft never think of obtaining peace^ 
or putting off our armour, till we have reached 
the blifeful fliores of our heavenly Canaapi an4 
join in that delightful triumph of the church t 
" Now is come falvation and ftrength, and the 
*^ kingdom of our God, and the power of his. 
** Chrift, for the accufer of our brethren is caft 
'^ down, which accufed them before God day 
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^ and night; and they overcame him by tlic 
** blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
" teflimony.'' In our text the apoftle dirctSls the 
£pheiians — 

Pirft, To pray with all prayer. 

Secondly 9 To. pray always. 

Thirdly, To unite with prayer, caution, and 
watchfulneis. 

Fourthly, To pray in the fpirit. 

After difcourling upon thefe particulars, we 
fhall notice the influence which all thefe have 
upon, our Chrillian warfare. 

Firff, Ghrifiians are to be found praying ^^ with 
** all piayer." What is the import of this ex» 
fteSBoA } It may be coniidered under two ideas. 
t. There ar^ divers kinds of prayer, ii. Prayer 
has a iUverfity of parts. 

i« There aife divers kinds of prayer; among 
the mofl conspicuous is placed public prayer. It 
has ever been the ][^:a6lice of the faints^of God^ 
in the patriarchal, prophetic, and apoftolic ages, 
to mingle their prayers and thankfgivings at one 
(Itar; and it is with an immediate reference to 
public devotions that the apofile fays, *^ Not for^ 
<« faking the ailembling of ourfelves together 
«' as the manner of fomc is." Heb. x. 25. The 
delight and fatisfaAion which good men feel in this 
heavenly fervice may be feen by the language of 
the Pfalmift, ^^ I was glad when they iaid unto me, 
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*' let us go into the houfe of the Lord ; our feet 
" {hall iftand within thy gates, O JerufalcmJ/* 
Pfa. cxxii. 1,2. 

Another kind of prayer is denominated fociak 
In moft churches where the gofpel is faithfully- 
preached, and the power of it fweetly 'experi- 
enced upon the hearts of its profeffed believers, 
there is at leaft one evening in the week appro- 
priated by the <^hurch for a meeting of prayer in 
its affociate capacity ; and where they have been 
properly c;ondu£led, they have proved highly be* 
neficial both to the minifier and the church. 
' There is alfo family prayer. This is an iinpor* 
tant part of religion in every diftricSt of Zipn^ Vut 
cfpeciallyin thofe places where the gofpel i^ either 
not preached at all in purity and powfer>' or 
preached but very feldom. In fuch places" it is 
fioubly ncceffary that the head of the Chriftian 
family fhould be a preacher in, and a moUth for 
his family to the Lord. 

Another kind of prayer is fecret or clofel prayer \ 
it has had the laft epithet applied to it jfr^ol the 
circupaftance of our Lord enjoining the duty in 
thete words : *^ When thou prayeft, enter into 
*/ thy clofet ; and when thou haft Ihut the door, 
*^ pray to thy Father which is in fecret.'* Matt, 
vi. 6. Aiid, laftly, there is ejaculatory prayer^ 
by which the foul can converfe with its God in 
all places and at all times. 

I have only juft named thefc different kinds of 
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prayer, without entering into any difcuflion of 
Iheir nature and ufe, purpofing to call your at- 
tention to them feparately at a future period. I 
ihall content myfelf at prefent with only making 
an o'bfcrvation or two upon them all colledlively. 
I • They are all important ; none of them can 
be flighted with propriety by the real Chriflian, 
hecauie they have all fome relation to the duty 
lyihich attaches to his character as a believer, 
and as a member of the church of Chrifit 
2. They occupy difliuA and feparate flations 
in the good man's general fphere of adlion, and 
it ihould be iiis care to keep them from claihing 
one with the other. As in a well-conftru6led 
piece of mechanifm every wheel and every pin 
has its proper iiation, and performs its office in 
a regular manner, all operating to the production 
of one grand efFeft, fo it is in religion ; *^ for 
, *^ God is not the author of confufion.*' i Cor. 
xiv. 33. We are not to be at home engaging in 
private prayer, when duty calls us to public prayer 
in the church; nor ought we to be at public 
prayer in the church, when family religion Ihould 
occupy us at home : let us fo hufband our time 
as to regard them all, apd to regard each one ii^ 
its proper time and fe^fon. 3, It is natural to 
infer, from the view we have been taking of 
prayer, what a burden religion muft be to a 
worldly man; he will. he ready to exclaim. What! 
Ufti I to attend to public, and focial, and family, 
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and private, ^nd ejaculatoiy prayer ! lurely fome 
of thefe muft be fuperfluous, it is more than 
human nature can bear^ it is enough to kill one, 
at leaft it is enough to make one completely me- 
lancholy. — ^4. With the real Chriiiian it is exaJftly 
the reverfe of all this ; multiplied as are the du- 
ties of religion in the houle of the Lord aad at 
home, they are not irkfome to him ; they are in 
his eftimation privileges : he can fey with trutl||^ 
that the fervice of his God " is perfeft freedom.** 
His foul Wmg formed anew in Chrift Jefus, prayer 
is his element, his heart is at home in that holy 
exercife, excepting fome few ieafons of darknels 
and unbelief, when his foul drags heavily in the 
Chriiiian life. 

II. Prayer is compoled ef a variety of p^rts; 
Some arrange tliefe under a fmaller, and ibme 
under a larger number of particulars. From the 
examples of pmyer which we have in the Old 
Teftament, and alfo from the manner in which 
Ghrift taught his difciples to pray, I ani led to 
divide the parts of praiyer into-^ Adoration, con-* 
feffion, petition, and thanklgiying. In the pre- 
face to the Lord's prayer, we adore God as the 
infinitely holy Gqd and our gracious father ; in 
the body of that prayer, which is generally di- 
yided into fix parts, whllft we petition for forgive- 
flefs, fnpply, and prptedtion, we tacitly confefs 
pur linfulneis, poverty, and weaknefs ; and in the 
qonclufion, which is an afcription of praife and 
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glory to God^ wc acknowledge that, for all our 
blcffings, temporal and fpiritual, we are indebted 
to his fovereign goodnefs and his omnipotent 
power, 

I. When we approach God in prayer, it fhould 
be with fentiments of profound veneration ; he is 
the infiaitely great and eternal God, and we are 
creatures but of yeflerday ; he is the holy and 
rU^eous God, and we finners by nature and by 
prailice. If then we know who and what God 
is, when we come near to his throne, we fliall 
adore and worihip him in the moil humble and 
devout manner. A view of his majefty and great* 
neis will penetrate our fouls with godly fear, and 
a fenfe of the riches of his mercy will infpire us 
with'truft and confidence in his promifes: our 
fouls will feel much of that temper which is manr- 
fefted in the language of Nebuchadnezzar : ^^ I 
" blefled the Moft High, and I praifed and ho- 
" noured Him that liveth for ever, whofe domi^ 
^* nion is an everlafting dominion, and his king- 
'* dom is from generation to generation : and all 
*^ the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nor 
^^ thing ; and he doth according to his will in the 
*^ army of heaven and among the inhabitants of 
*' the earth ; and none can ilay his hand, or fay 
f^ unto him, what doeft thou ?" Dan. iv. 34, 35. 

a. Another jpart of prayer is confejpon. The 
deep depravity of our nature, the heart being 
^^ deceitful ^boye all things, and defperately 
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^^ wicked,** Jer. xvH. 9. and the numbcrlefs fin* 
of omiilion and commifiioa which proceed from 
that corrupt fource, furniih abundant matter for 
this part of prayer. We never can difcern the 
glory of God, as he is the God of grace, till we 
are convinced of fin, and brought to confefs it in 
an open, fincere, and penitent manner; not only 
qpen and outward fin, but the fin of our nature, 
our heart fins, for thefe lay with as much weight 
qn the confcieqce of a real penitent, as thofe tins 
which are vifible to the eyes of our fellow-crea-r 
tures. The fifty- firfl: Pfalm, the language of the 
returning prodigal, and of the publican who went 
up into the temple to pray, arc among the fineft 
examples of genuine confeflion, of that kind of 
confcffion which the fcriptures connect: with fal- 
vation, inafmuch as it is faid,-** If we confefs 
'^: our fins, he is faithful and juft to forgive us 
*^ our fins, and to cleanfe qs from all unrighte- 
f^ oufnefs." I John i, 9. 

3, The next branch of true prayer is petition. 
Man is an indigent creature in every refpedt, and 
can never be addrefled in more fuitable language 
than this : ^' Thou art wretched, and miferable, 
*• and poor> and blind, and naked." Rev. iii. 1 7. 
He is, therefore, in hiinfelf the moft forlorn and 
depen4ent creature ; but it is only the Chriftian 
who fees and feels, and cqnfequently ads in con- 
formity to this humbling truth ; he comes as a 
bf ggar to the dqpr of mercy, not with ^ proud or 
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ielf-righieous fpirit, telling Grod Almighty what a 
good creature he is, and of courfe that he has a 
right to alk and to expedl his approbation and 
blefling; but rather he comes complaining of 
himfelf as a guilty, linful creature, and fuppli* 
eating the God of grace for the. free and unmerited 
beHowment of temporal^ fpiritual, and eternal 
bleilings. 

4. The lafl branch of prayer is thankfgtving 
and fratfe. This is mentioned in a very diftinft 
manner by the apoflle, in his letter to the church 
at Phillippi: " Be careful for nothing, but in 
*' every thing by prayer and fupplication, with 
*^ thanksgiving, let your requeft be made known 
*' unto God/' Phil iv. 6. This branch of the 
fubjeft may be divided into two parts : in the firft 
there is a particular and diredl acknowledgment 
made to God for mercies received. We may il- 
lufmtte this point by^the language of David, 
who, after ruminating in his own mind upon the 
merciful and gracious manner in which God had 
dealt with him, breaks forth in this devotional 
flrain ; " 31efs the Lord, O my foul ! and for- 
" get not all his benefits ; who forgiveth all thine 
*^ iniquities; who healeth all thy difeafes; who 
** redeemeth thy life from deftru6lion ; who 
^* crowneth thee with loving- kindnefs and tender 
*^ mercies.*' Pfa. ciii. 2, 3. The other branch of 
thankfgiving is more general, confifling of ani- 
mated, afcriptions of praife to God^ asthbfov^* 
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rctgn and omnipotent agent from whom defcend 
all oar bleffings, in nature, providence, and 
grace. We have one example of this in the 
Lord's prayer : " For thine is the kingdom, the 
** power, and the glor}', for ever. Amen." Matt. vi. 
13. and another in the cpiflle of Jude, vel*. 24, 
25. ** Now imto him that is able to keep you 
** from falling, and to prefent you faultlefs be** 
" fore the prefence of his glory with exceeding 
'^ joy. To the only wife Grod our Saviour, be 
" glory and majcfty, dominion and power, now 
" and ever. Amen.** 

Secondly, In this text the apdftle recommends 
" praying always,*' which may defign to fhow, 
that in every undertaking we ihould feek the 
bleffing and affiftance of God by prayer. In a 
paffage I have but juft cited, Phil. iv. 6. the 
apoftle recommends prayer " in every thing,** 
and the propriety and impprtance of it is evident 
by the influence prayer has upon the whole circle 
of a Chriftian's duties, cares, and comforts ; for 
it may be faid of them all, that they are " ian<^i* 
" fied by the word of God and prayer." i Tinf>. 
iv. 5. Every work of the good roan's hand ihould 
be pirefaced, accompanied with, and followed by 
T>raycr ; Jii^ whqle life ihould be a life of prayer, 
giving himfclf, as thp apoilles did, " continually 
^< to prayer,'' A6ls yi. 4, «* night and day pray^ 
ff ing exceedingly,'- 1 Their. iii. 10. In fa6l, Chrif-^ 
f^an^ on e^rth ihould be ^H prayer, as the iaints 
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iti heaven are all praife. Nor is it neceifaiy 
for this purpoie that they fhould go out of the 
"v/orld, or feclude themielves from it by a mo- 
naftic life, iiiafmuch as a life of prayer is not in-f 
compatible with a proper attention to the lawful 
concerns of our refpedlive ftations in 6)ciety. 

hi this part of the fubjeA I ihall particularly 
ui^ upon you conflancy and pcrfeverance in 
i^^yeTy-'in which I ihall aim principally to reprove 
them, who, having once cxercifed themfelves in 
this good work, have totally abandoned it ; and alio 
to encourage thofe who are tempted to decline it, 
becaufe of the diicouragements they meet with 
in pra^fing it. 

1. To you who have in paft times bowed your 
knee to the God and father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and now live prayerlefs, we fay, " ye 
*^^did run wcfl, who did hinder you ?" Gal. x. 5. 7. 
That men aiay m^ a fair fhow in the fieih by 
an outward profi^on of religion, and afterwards 
turn afide to iin and folly, is a truth every where 
fappo&d in the word of God, and under every 
difpenlation exemplified by the mofl awful ex- 
ample& Nor will this be matter of furprife, when 
it is lecoUedled how many take up a profefiion of 
religion, and attend to the outward duties of it, 
who never experienced any real change of heart, 
withoot which it is hardly pofBble for their pro- 
feffion to be uniform or lafling, feeing ^^ that 
fi which is born of the flclh is flelh^** John iii. 6. 
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and confeqoently fooner or later fuch perfons may 
te thus addrefled, "Thou cafleft off fear, and 
" rcftraincft prayer before. God." Job xv. 4. The 
Jews were an awful inftance of this, as appears by 
Pj(alm.:Ixiviii. 34 — 37. *' When he flew them,, 
•* then tb^ fought him and returned, and in- 
** quired early after God ; and they remembfped 
*^ that God was their rock, and the high God.. 
^ their redeemer. Neverthelefs they did flatter 
*^ him with their mouths, and they lied unto him 
•^ with their tongues ; for their hearts ^crc not 
*^ right with him, neither were they ftedfafl: in 
^^ bis covenant/' 

The temporary and fhort-lived nature of the 
difpoiitron of fome men to pray, may be:fQen in 
the cafe of affrighted mariners, wbofe diftrefs and 
Gondni^t, when in danget of fhijpwreck,- is beau-- 
tifullrdcfcribed inihe following paffage :. " They . 
*^ that go down to the fea in ihipsi, that do bufi- 
'♦ nets in great waters, thefe fee the works of the 
*-' Lord, and his wonders in' the deep. For he 
*^ commandctb and raifeth the ftormy wind which 
•^ liftethttp the waves thereof. They mount up 
*r to tlie heavens, they go down again to the 
** depths; their foul is'melted becaufe\)f trouble;. 
*f they reel to and fro, and fiagger like a drunken 
V man, and are at their wit's end. Then they 
'* cry unto tlic Lord in their trouble, and he 
^^ bringeth them out of their diftreffes. He 
*^ maketh the florm a calm, fo ihat the waves 
''' ■ " thereof 
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** thereof are ftill ; then are they glad, becaufc 
*^ they are quiet, fo he bringeth them unto their 
^' defired haven.'* Pfa. cvii. 23 — 30. But no 
iboner is- the ftorm ended, and they find thcm- 
fclves. in fafety, than they utterly forget the God 
on whom, they called, and continue to blafphemc 
bis venerable name, and tranfgrcfs hk holy 00m- 
xnandments with impunity. Pcrfons fo circum- 
iianced are generally impelled to pray through 
fear, and when that fubfides they think na more 
of- calling upon God* 

•Such alfo is the prayer of the man who is af- 
firighted by the grand and awful reprefentations 
v^hich the Almighty is pleafed fometlmes to make 
of himielf, in earthquakes, inundations, yea ct^u 
In ordinary- i^c^tns of thunder and lightning. In 
regard to which it may be truly faid, " The voice 
** ojF the Lord is upon the waters ; the God of 
^ glory thundereth ; the Lord is upon many wa* 
«* ters. . The voice of the Lord is powerful ; the 
♦< voice of the Lord is full of majefty ; the 
*« Toic6 of the Lord breaketh the cedars," Sec 
Pfe. xxix. 3 — 5- Thefe faint difplays of the ma- 
jefty of God fometimes ftrike a terror into the 
pe$tt^ of carelefs finncrs, little Ihort of the im- 
preffion made upon the Ifraelites^ when they faw 
the lightning and heard the thunder at Sinai, 
and flood trembling with fear. Under fuch feel- 
ings even the prayerlefs begin to think of God, 
call upon him for prefervation, and make a few 
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good reifolutions, which arc feldom if ever thought 
of again. 

Again, This fubjeft is illuftrated by the prayers 
of the fick man, who, while his recovery is yet 
doubtful, is confiant and devout in his iupplida- 
tions. Indeed, we have been called to pray with 
perfons apparently in dying circumfiances^ who& 
confeffion of fin was, fo humble and ingenuous^- 
whofe tears feemed to befpeak fuch unfeigned 
repentance, and.whofe prayers feemed fo evi^ 
dently the real language of the heart, that, vf o 
could fcarce doubt (much as we have fc^n of the 
deceitfulnefs and wickednefe of the hunjan heaift) 
but that the fame grace which was extended ti> 
th^ dying thief, at the eleventh hour, had found 
an entrance into their £>uls. But hew has if 
ended ? God has blefled the means, a recovery 
has been efFedted, and !tve hj^ve anxioufly lo^ed 
for the evidence of a true converfion ;. but;-we 
have looked in vain : all their devotion ev»poM 
rated on the firft fymptom of returning heaUb^ 
and they have rifen up frbm the bed of affliction 
and dife^e to ferve the world and fin with feven* 
fold ardour. To that perfon may be applied thtf 
words of our Lord, " The lafl: ftate of that«MiQ 
" is worfe than the firft.** Matt. xii. 45. : 

We addrcfe this part of our fubje6l to back- 
fliders in general. You, in times paft, fought 
Qod by prayer, not only in the public affembly 
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of his faints, but alfo in your clofct ; but now 
you have loft all the good impreflions you once 
bad, though, like Felix, whilft the preacher xea- 
£)ned of righteoufnefs, temperance, and judg- 
ment, you trembled, Adls xxiv. 25. ; though, like 
Herod^. you heard the word gladly, and did many 
things, Mark vL 20, yet now you fct truth and 
confcience at defiance ; there is too much reafon 
to fear that you was only '^ a hearer of the word ;'* 
that you never had the true fpirit of prayer ; that 
you never felt the real power and fweetncfs of 
it ; that in your moft profperous ftate of pro- 
fellion you was never delivered from the love 
and power of fin ; and that you ultimately threw 
it off, becaufe you could not bear the check it 
put upon your love of the. world, and the grati- 
£catioa of yoiir appetites. If this is thy cha- 
raiSter^ what art thou lefs than an apoftate ? How 
awfttl is thy ftate ! How juftly may the words <rf 
Scripture be applied to you ! " It had been bet*- 
^^ ter for them not to have known the way of 
*^ righteoufnefe, than, after they have known it 
^^ to turn from the holy commandment delivered 
^^ unto them. But it is happened unto them 
** abcording to the true proverb, the dog is turned 
^* to his own vomit again, and the fow that was 
^* waihed to her wallowing in the mire/' 2 Pet ii, 
a I, 22. If you have been a real partaker of the 
grace of God, you will be brought back again, 
X but 
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but it will be with much weeping and fupplica-* 
tion. 

a, I come now to urge conftancy and perfc- 
verance in prayer on thofe Chriftians who are 
often tempted to leave it off. The fcriptures 
would not have abounded with fuch exhortations 
as " Pray without ceafing," i Theff. v. i6^ 
** Continuing inftant in prayer," Rom. xii. 12. 
were it not that the foul is liable to be difcou- 
raged by difficulties and temptations. Thcfe are 
fo many and fo ftrong, that if God liad not again 
and again helped his people, they had liftencd to 
the fuggeftions of unbelief, and declined their 
vifits at a throne of grace. 

Sometimes they are tempted to this by their 
want of liberty and enlargement in prayer; it is, 
doubtlefe, very defirable to have thefe, but they' 
are not eflential to true prayer ; the foul may be 
Siuch harrafled and oppreflcd in the eiercife, 
when, neverthelefs, it may truly >yreillc with 
God, and obtain the .bleffing. The publican, 
and the prodigal, the one. mentioned in the eigh* 
teenth, and the other in the fifteenth of Luke, 
might both feel the want of liberty in prayer, 
but we know that they prayed with the fpirit, 
and were heard and accepted ; and it is not un- 
likely, in our own experience, that thofe prayers 
which have the ftrongeft tendency to empty and 
abafe our proud hearts have been moft prevalent 
with God. 

Others 
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- Others are difcouragcd In prayer, becaufe they 
feel fo many fhort-comings and Imperfections Iq 
their prayers. When I come to a throne of grace, 
lays the poor foul, there is fuch darknefs in my 
imderftanding, fuch hardnefs upon my heart, fuch 
Wanderings of thought, and withal fo many doubts 
and fears harrafs my mind, that when I think 
what a holy and righteous God he is to whom I 
pray, I conclude he will not, he cannot teg^rd 
fuch prayers as mine. You forget, Chrifiian, too 
much and too often, thistt your prayers do not 
<:oine up before your heavenly Father in their 
imperfed i!ate, but that they pa4| through th^ 
hands of Jefus Chrift, and are perfumed with the 
incenfe of his merit. Rev. viii. 3, 4. 

Others are temptec} to give up feeking the Lord 
by prayer, becaufe hq delays- to anfwer them. 
Thefe are often crying out, " Thou ha fl^ covered 
^* thyielf with a cloud, that our prayer fhpuld not 
** pafe through ;" Lara. ill. 4. or in the language 
of that prophet who laid, " O Lord ! how long 
^^ fhall I cr^,and thou will x\pt hear [ even cry out 
** unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not fave !" 
Hab. i. a. Remember, Chriftian, that though 
God makes prornife ,of hearing and anfwering 
prayesr, he a<Sts iq a fovereign way as to the time 
and manner in wljtch he will do it. We ar<j 
taught this by the following declaratioj;! r ** Fof 
^.f the Tilio^i is yet for an appointed time„ but at 
« the end it fball ipealc and not lie ; though it 

^ - *2irry, 
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" intrji wait for it, becaufc it will furcty come, 
<« it will not tarry." Hab. ii. 3. We have alfa 
many ftriking inftances, in which the Lord 
has kept his people long praying and waitings 
before he has vouchfafed to fay, " Be it unto thee 
•' even as fbou wilt." Davtd relates his own 
experience in the following text : " I waited pa- 
^* tiently for the Lord, and he inclined unto ma 
*' and heard my cry. He brought me up alfo 
" out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, 
" and fet my feet upon a rock, and eftablilhcd 
•* my goings ! and he hath put a new fong inta . 
" my mouth|lvcn praife unto our God." Pia.xl. 
I, 2, 3. And it is alfo related of Abraham, that 
*^ After be had patiently endured he obtained the 
^* promife." Hd>, vi. 15. We are not, therefore, 
warranted to infer a denial from a delay of the good 
we feek by prayer $ but rather if after long feeking 
the bleffing is flill fufpended, inftead of indulging' 
ourfelves in thofe mifconftruiftions which reafon 
and unbelief fuggeft, urging us to fay, we hare 
no intercft in God, he will not hear our prayers^ 
and fuch like difcouraging and difireffing ideas^. 
let us imitate th^ church of old, who, after manjr 
difcouraigements, }n;fteadr 6f lying down in de- 
fpair, took up .new an^ more eatrheft detern^ina^ 
tions to fcek hidi, and pcrfeyered till Ihe waa 
enabled to fay, " I found him whom my fout 
*' loveth ; I held him, and would not kt binai 
•♦ go." Sol. Song. iii. i>-4,* ', * 

* God*. 
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God's delay in anfwcring prayer, though 
condemned by our realbn, and interpreted to be 
injurious to us,' is both wife and gracious on 
God's part, and ultimately promotes the advan- 
tage of our fouls. It does this by enhancing the 
Taluc of the blefling when it comes, and ftrength- 
cniVig all the graces of the Spirit. It has an invi - 
gorating influence principally upon hope and 
patience ; of the former, one apoftle fpeaks thus : 
♦^ Wc are faved by hop?; but hope that is fcen is 
^* not hope; fot what a man feeth why doth he 
^^ yet hope for ? but if wc hope for that we fee 
^^ not, thcrf do we with patience wait for it.'* 
Kom. viii. 24, 25. Of the latter another apoftle 
fpeaks thus: " The huibandman waitelh for the 
^^ precious firuit of the earth, and hath long pa- 
^* tiencc for it, until he receive the early and 
^' latter raiii; be ye alfo patient, ftablifh your 
** hearts, for the coming of the Lord drawcth 
^' ni^.'' Jame^ v. 7, 8. Be not then, Chriffian, 
difcouragcd by not receiving an immediate anfwer 
to your petitton($ ; go ojn praying ; the Lord is 
not flack concerning his promifes; in his owu 
time, and in hia own way, he \yill crown yoan 
p«y«s w k bldfi.ng; and' even you (multi-. 
jilied i^ yotrirdbubts and' feara may no\Y be) ihaU 
have abunflanf profof, tha^t ** pra:ying breath is 
" nevtr Ipent'iii Vain."- * 
• TWrdiy, Our tekt recommends u^j/rA/;/^ mfo 
j^rayer% the nearriels jind importance of the ccJrt- 
'■•■'■'• B 2 ncxion 
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Bexion between praying an^l watchiiiftg is pkin» 
by the frequency of thofc paiTages in which they 
are jointly recopn;^ende4 to the Cbjriilian'^a no^r 
ticc. Thus our Lord, ^* Watch ye therefore, 
y and pray always." Luke xxi. 36. So the applllc 
Paul alfo, *' Continue in prayer^. and watch i^ 
*.' the fame with thankfgiving/' Col. iv. a. Again^ 
by another appftle, it is recommc'Aded thus : 
'^ Watch unto prayer.'* i ?et. iv. 7. Tbi^.apoftlc 
knew \h^ yaft importance of what he here re- 
commended by fatal experience. But it is not 
only flrongly reqommepded i^ the precepts of th<^ 
word of Ggd^ but it has been exemplified in ih^ 
experience and pradice of the faints under their 
yarious trials, and who, in their conflidls wi& 
the world, and fin, and Satan, have followed 
the good px^mple of J^ehew^h and his, helpers^ 
when they were cwtipired agaiAft by the Arabians, 
the Aipmonites, g^nd the Aflidojiitea, ^' We made 
*' our pr8^}-?ir unto God, and fet a wajtch ^g^inft 
*' th^n;^ day smd night." Neh. iy. 9. We arp not 
going tp, fp^ak of wa,tchfulnefs in general, b^t 
pnly fo fa^r as regards i^s ini^uence vmpn our pre^ 
fent fubje(SV. 

J. TheChnAiaq fhould watch for opportuniti^ 
to pray, or he will but feldom fin4them; the 
0epra,vity of quip nature, an^ its CQjp.fl^nt indif* 
pofition for fpiritual feryices ate fuch^ that without 
much watchfu,lnefs the duty of prayer will be 
^Jit^n^ negle^ed, and that too under a pretence of 
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Veing called to duties, either in <nir familiies or 
6ur calliDgs, which, though of a different naturc> 
are equiilly in^rtant and bindtng- 

2. In prayer We Ihoiild watch over our owii 
.hie^tts, which aire fo deceitful itid unliable. There 
cart be mo tittie in which it is more needful to at- 
tend to the exhortation of the wife man, than 
when goitig to a throne of gtace : " Keep thy 
^ heart with all diligence." P'rov. iv. 23. With- 
out this5 they will be crowded with vain. Worldly, 
«id- wicked thoughts ; yea; they Will be like the 
tetnple in th6 days of our Lord, full of *^ buyers 
** and fdiers.'* iUdtt xxi. la. 

3V Watch agaiiift hindrtoces to Rated leafons 

^f ■■ prayer . We are in danger of this from many 

■fburc^ *; from the multitude ^nd urgency of fa- 

ttiily cares; the variety of thofe circumflances 

vyhtcK either arife out of our callings in life, or 

the fecial cortuexibnff in which we ftand. But a 

due attetatioA to early riiing, and aft oMeriy and 

jmidexitial managottidnt of our ^ffdArs, Will be an 

effedtual means of prefervatiotf ; and without 

Aefc our fouk will furely be hiadered. 

4. Watch againft' xatruders Which Would dif- 
torb you while exercifing in prayer. If it is your . 
defixe to *^ attend upon tho Lord Without dif* 
^ tra&ion,^ 1 Cor. vii, 35. you muft be cohftatit 
and diligent in this duty. It is fald, that ^» when 
'* the fowls came down upon the carcafes Abram 
^ dtore them away.'* Gfen. xvi x I* His facxifieq 
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was not moM infcfted by birdil of pWy litemlljT^ 
than yours and mine are fpirituftlly ; the ca^a 
and the enjoyments of life muil be watched 
againft, or they will cat up the g\prj ^md the 
comfort of all our demotions. We had need, 
eipecially in pur .public ex^rciiibS) to make -a co- 
venant with our eyes and ears, that they giv*. 9J» 
entrance to any of thofe intruders by which QW 
fellowihip with God Is interrupted,. and ourvheartei 
draw a away from &}d and eteirdal things. 

5. W^tch againft the great enemy of fouls, 
who is ever g6ing about dtber to defiroy them, 
or to difturb diem in their fdigioua cxerctfes^ 
which infirumentaHy fubierve their ett:raal.r^a- 
tion. The neceflity of thi$ is evident from $w^ 
fcripturcs: " Now there was z- da)[:9vt^ea tho 
<* fons of God<2ame to prefeirt themiplves-b^rc 
^i the Lord, and Satan come alio among tbiesDu** 
Job i. 6. And again we read of " Joihuatho 
^1 l^gh. priefl; flanding befcrt'e the angel, of the 
V.Lord, and Satan iUmding at his right hand to 
y relift bim/* Zeclu iii. 1. If you are b^ievers»* 
you will find-refiftance and Oppofition from thtt 
quarter, and that you ought ever, tor^be-bn your 
w^tch- tower to guard agaio& the fecretaxidopen: 
qltacks of jthi^ ^nemy, who.wM jiot afraid to.a& 
&^t with .hie teniptatipns.eveo»t)ie Son.of, Gpd^ 
li'fjpfcK. .. ' .^.r . : . . . -...; 

i;:^* Watoh for -ap an/Ver to prayer. Too.many, 
wlij^i^ theyij^verfiuiihcd-praycrf Jifeup^aoLgo 
t£./ their 
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^%f way, and think no more about the matteri 

Not fo the good man ; he, like David, will not 

only fay, " Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and 

*^ grant us thy lalyation :'* but he will add, " I 

*/ will hear what God the Lord will fpeak, for 

f ' he will fpeak peace unto his people and to hia 

*^ faints, but let them not turn again to folly*** 

Pla. Ixxxv. 7^ 8* Noah, .as a righteous xiian, 

mufl: neceflarily have prayed for the ceflation of 

the ilood, and confequently his removal out .of 

the ark ; and it is pleaiing to fee how often he 

looked for the anfwer of prayer ; firfl: by fending 

out thie raven and then the dove,, that he might by 

them judge whether the waters were abated from 

off the earthi^ After a long interval of drought, 

Elijah prayed that God would give rain to Ifracl, 

and had faith to believe that God would iehd it, 

though there had been none for th'e fpace of 

*.^ three years and fix months/* The Lord had 

.faid, " I will fend rain on the earth," i Kings 

xviil*!* arid therefore Elijah fent his fcrvant feven 

times to fee if it were not yet cqming, i Kings 

xviii. 41 — ^46. with James v. 17, 18. So let us 

be looking and watching for ah anfwer to prayer. 

Fourthly, Chriflians fhould j>ra)i in or with th^ 

Spirit. Praying *' in the fpirit^" eithpr means, 

praying under the influence of the Holy Ghpft, 

or with divine fervour. The former of thefe will 

be the fubjedi of a future difcourfe, and confe* 

qutotly we ihall take 1^0 notice of it in this place j 

E 4 for 
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ht a ^ilar tcaibn we fliatl take nd notice of the 
laft clauft of the text^ ^^ aad fupplication for all 
^ feints.*' 

In ipeaking of divine fefvour in ptaycr, I notice, 
I. That it 18 urged by a variety of fcriptures in 
which prayer is fpoken of, all of which imply 
an eamefl and vigorous exercife of the mind. 
In one place, to pray is to *^ pour out'' the hearty 
Pfa. Ixii. 8, ; in another it is to ** wreftle with 
i^ God," Gen. xxxii. 24. ; in a third it is to " cry/* 
Ra. vii, 8.; in a fourth it is to " figh and groan/' 
Pfa.xii.5*; in a fifth it is to** ftrive," Rom.xv.30. ; 
in a fixth it is to " give God no reft," ffa. Ixii. 6. ; 
and^ in the text, it is " fupplication in the Spirit- 
In all thefe places we are taught, tlrat true priayci? 
is very fervent and importunate. 

a. Eamefl tiefs and fervour iji pirayer may be 
urged by the confideration of the value of the 
bleflings for which we pray ; nothing lefs than 
** grace and glory/' Under the forn\er is com- 
prehended the pearl of great price, the unfearch- 
able riches ; and under the latter, a blefledneft 
which is as inconceivable in its nature, as it is per- 
manent and cndlefs in its duration. If thefe ar« 
the objedls for which we pray, is it not a fervice 
worth; of engaging the whole heart ? Shall wc 
ftrivc and labour after the things which perifti 
with conftant and unabating zeal ; and (hall wc 
be fliiggifti and fupine where we ihould be all 
life and adiivity ? God forbid ! Rather let the 

wife 
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>{vife maxim of the apoftle be ours/"^ ^* Not floth- 
** ful in bufincfs, fervent in fpirit, fcrving the 
" Lord/* Rom. xii. ii. 

3. We may take an argument to be fervient 
in prayer from the arduous nature of the confli^ 
in which we are engaged;' a' conflicl in whicK 
many that bid fair to maintain it to the end, have 
either fallen down wounded, or gone over t6 tlie 
ciiemy ; of this number were Judas, and Dcmas, 
and Alexander ; and from fuch awful examples 
arifes the caiitiohary language of the apoftle,** Let 
•* him that thinketh he flandeth take heed left 
*\ befall." 1 Cor.x. la. 

4. Fervency in prayer is recommended by ex- 
amples recorded in 'the word of God. Jacob, 
when on his- rfetum to his father s hoqfe, wafr fa- 
voured with a manifeftation of the angel of the 
covenant; to whom he faid, *' I will not let tli^e 
*^ go except thou blefs irle;'* for which he re- 

-<:eived this commendation ; ** Thy name iliall be 
*^ -called Ho'xftore Jacob, but Ifrael, for as a 
^^ prince haft thOu* power with God, and with 

"^^ men, and haft prevailed." Gen. xxxii. 26. 28. 
We have alfo a ftriking example of fervent prayer 
in the woman who came to our Lord, " and cried 
** unto him faying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
^^ thou fon of iDavid ! my daugliter is grievoufly 
^^ vexed with a devil." At firft Jefus made no 

'*cply — ^this was difcouraging. After this. the dif- 

'^iples complaiigi of her being troublcfomc, and 

defixp 
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defire him to ** fend her away/* . To which Chrifl 
anfwered^ " I am not fent but to the loft fheep o£ 
<* the houfe of Ifrael/' This was more difcouraging 
$ilLs but 4he is not put out of countenance ; ihe 
^smbe. nearer and wprfhipped >him :, then he fays^ 
f^ It is not meet to talwp the children's bread and 
*' to caft it xOffQ dogs.'* This would have beeu 
enough to have^induced many to haVe turned 
away, faying there is no hope; inftead of which^ 
Jhe turns the very pbjeftion urged againft her 
into an argument j» ^nd at laft draws forth this 
high commendation^^ ** O woman ! great is thy 
*^ faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt/* 
Matt. XV. 2 2— r2 8..- Thus perfevcring^ and fisrvent 
fliould be the fupplications of all God's children; 
and difficulties and : delays fhowld. only quicken 
our ar^our^ and extend the acSlings pf pur faith. 

We have another cxampie of great fervour in 
prayer in our great high prieft, of whom it is faid, 
when he retired into th^e garden of Gethfepianp^ 
that, *^ Being in an agony be prayed more ear- 
" neflly, and his fweat was as it were great drop* 
'* of blood falling down to the ground." Luke 
XX ii. 24. And in another place, when the Re- 
deemer's praying to his heavenly Father in gene- 
ral is fpoken of, he is faid to have " offered up 
^* prayers and fupplications with ftrong cr}':ing 
" and tears." Heb. v. 7. 

6. Fervency in prayer is promoted by afuitabliK 

apprehcnfion of the iffue of our warfare. Every 

2 real 
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I0al ' beliqf^ v»y (kf with the apoAte^ i^ I fkMtA 
'^^6»n fo tiiD»r pot ap uppertaia; (b. fight I^ noir 
***^ ow: th^ boj^telji tbo .air." .i Cohix.'iS* 
Cbriii hasr pkSiged himfel(- to bis real disciples/ 
that howevitr loi^ and fliarp tiiic conflidk way he/ 
*^ there Ihall not an haiMatf Ibe- h«ad p<jrilh.'' 
liukc xxi^ iJK — Let' i* ltetlvQ^.a m©ditate^Aipon 
tbis ddightfol: troth ; .it. wiU>/iOt ilacken o\ir dili-^ 
gence in the incanSy -imh^ cool our ardour in 
prayer, but rather inpreafe ■. and multiply them ; 
yea, the more we fe^ and feel of this truth, and 
jpdrceive out warfare drawiog tov^ards a cldfe^ we 
Aftii be gabled: to join in that beautijfMl atnd 
aBimating triumph of the apoflle's ; " 1 .hdv^ 
^ fought a gpod fight, I have finiihed my conrfe* 
^ I have. kept the ft%ith; henceforth there is laid 
^ up for me a crown of righteoufnefs, which .the 
^ , Lord the righteous judge ftiall give me at that 
^^ day, .and not to me only, but uuto them alfo 
-*' which love bifi appearance." a Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
. Fifthly, When, a iChriftian maintains a lifc of 
;prayer according to the dircdions givea in this 
text, it will produce a very advantageous in- 
fluence upon his fpiritual warfare, and aflift him 
in the ufe of the armour which God hath pro- 
vided; 

I.. By thus exercifing ourfelvcs in prayer, we: 
Ihall ^^ firm in the day of battle*. Soldiers 
vJio engage an enemy on flippery or rough 
^ound^ arc fubjcA to grej^t difadvant^ge, not 

onlv 
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htnuite eafily foiled. He that is much with Ood 
id: prayer, fiands not only 6n even but on elc« 
irated ground, and mufi ultimately have the ad* 
^tantage in fighting " againft'thei rulers of ths 
** datjoiefe of thii world-'' 

z J^yitig a! w^6 with aU pra]^ faks a tendency 
to itifpire the foul with cdurage in: this arduous 
conflidl. This k a ^eyy necelTary qtialificatiotx 
in the Qf^riflian fcsddier. Tliat he is not aboire 
Oie danger of co\Vardide and faititheartednefs^ is 
plain by the many exhortations with which the 
icriptures abound to be of good courage aid not 
be afraid ; as well as the painful inftances 'whiclv 
are recorded in the facred volume, cfpecially Jonah 
and Peter, who were obliged to be brought back 
to the ftations they had deferted with weeping 
and fuppUcation : but living near to God in 
pTayer makes the foul as bold' as a lion ; henc<5 
Elifha, who was a man of much prayer, when 
his houfe was furrounded by a hoft, was enabled 
to fay to his fervant, *^ Fear not, for they thatf 
** be with us are more than they which be witk 
" them/' 2 Kings vi. i6. 

3. They who pray always, and with all prayer* 
will be Jkilful and active in the ufe of the Chrif- 
tian armour* The man whofe armour is ever fo 
good, who is bimfelf clumfy and unlkilful in. 
the ufe of it, derives but little advantage from it^ 
compared with the man who can ufe it with dex-« 

terity^ 
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Xcntji The apofUe fpeaks of foroo who vftrm 
. <^ unfkilfql in the wprd of rightcoufnels.*' Hcb. 
y. Z3. Such are babes lA the family of God, 
and cannot but ihew mucU wcakneis in their 
fpiritual warf^r^* ^ 

. 4. Abotipding in prayer has a tendency to keep 
pur armour, bright and fit for ufc, yea, it gives 
the Chriflian foldier a promptnefi for adtion. By 
the means of prayer, the girdle of truth, and 
the brcaft plate of righteoufnefs, are girded ou 
tight; the helxnet of hope and the fhoes of 
-peace fit wdl, and become proof againft the 
moii: furious afiaults ; and the Ihield of iaith and 
. the fv^ord of the Spirit ^re grafped with a fin^ 
hand, and are wielded witli energy. 

5. It is by fervent and perfevering prayer, that 
the believer finally obtains the vi<9ory in every 
conflict. Peter had not been fo awfully foiled if 
he had been lefs confident, and more watchful 
unto prayer.; nor had he been refiored from bis 
backflidings, if Chrift had not watched over and^ 
prayed for him. Whilfl we cleave to the Lord 
with fuU purpole of heart, and watch in prayer, 
Satim gains little or no advantage over us ^ W6 
follo\^ Chrift as far oflF as Peter did before wc 
deny him, and are thereby caft down from our 
confidence and our glory. To conclude — : 

2. Are we engaged in this hoty warfare, with 
the de&ription of which our text is conne(^ed> 
^f ^c 90 thd Lord's lid^, or are wcjji^ too many 

are^ 
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wmy in league with the'-world, iindthe £efh/and 
th6 ^hyii Mf gtatcc h(is! brought «i6 4mi of -that 
^Ate- df > n^are> iti( H^ch^wo were enemies^ to 
fipd by wickedMorktfir^nd^vvie fare now fightitig 
the battles of the Lord/ we Ihvll not '* endnre 
^: Kwdnefs'V as good fcWieis of Jefus Chrift, 
»^Fmi. ii; 3. but' as we i' pray always and with 
fr all prayer, and. are watching theteuntb with 
^* all pcrfevcrance." •; ^, 

2. It is of importajnce Uiat we ihould regard 
the manner and fphit in which the fcriptures di- 
«A OS to pray ; it is not enough to fay or utter 
.words before the Lord^ but we muft pray in 
faayer;.'.. Wicked men have exercifed themfeiv^ 
in outward and external prayer t Balaam prayed, 
as too many canuil men do, '^ Let mc die the 
,^ death of the righteous, and let my laft end bfe 
\^ likebis.^ Numb.xxiii.io. Butfuch is the arduous 
Batnre of this conflict, that to profecute it with 
ibccefs, requires the combination of all the energy 
.jirf which the foul is fufceptiblc, and which fs 
iCOTimdnicated by the Holy Spirit through the 
means of ardent and perfevering prayer. 
V 5. What an awful ftate is yours, whohaife. 
been indiiced to commence a life lof prayer, either 
d^MTOttgh the. prefiiire of adverfe providences^ or 
the tempprary j|Ia^bs, .of yonr confciences, and, 
hffcve fallen badbagBJui into a ilate of total indif- 
fereiiee and^^irrdigion. Xhefe are the pierfeiti^ 
deferibed J>y?the:^rophet:v 1' -Lord) in ^roolAe 
« • ^* have 
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•^ have they vifited thee, they poured out a 
*^ prayer when thy chafteningwas upon them.** 
Ka. xxvi. 1 6. Ah, thoughtlcfs finner ! thou wilt 
be in- trouble again, and then with what £icc 
wilt thou return to a throne of grace, and pray 
to that God whonx thou haft defpifed, and uni- 
formly difobeyed in the days of thy prolpcrity ? 
How juftly may the Lord addrcfs you, as he ad- 
drefled his ancient people the Jews ! " Where 
** are thy gods that, thou haft made thee ? let 
*' them arife if they can favc thee in the time of 
^' thy trouble." Jer. ii. 28. 

4. Our laft refIe<5lion is for the comfort and 
encouragement of God's praying people. You 
feel the vaft importance of a life of prayer ; you 
defire to pray according to the apoftolic dirediion; 
your fouFs defire is to be always praying, and to 
be always alive to God in the exercife ; but you 
are repeatedly conftrained to fay with the apoftic, 
<* For to will is prefent with me, but how to 
" perform that which is good I find not.** Rom. 
vii. 18. Darknefs, deadnpfs, and diftraAion 
in prayer, are fo frequent and fo great, that 
you are tempted to give over praying, as ufc- 
lefe and unprofitable ; encourage not fuch unbe- 
lieving thoughts as thefe ; keep on in the holy 
exercife; exemplifjrthat fentence, ^^ faint, yet pur- 
f' fuing.'* Let thy foul be animated wilh the pleafing 
thought, that CUrift prays for thee, and the Holy 
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Spirit males intcrqeffion within thee. Through 
«!! the changes of the Chriilian life, be this thy 
conftant practice, " Praying always with all 
*' prayer and fupplication in the Spirit, and 
f' vyatching thqrtunto with all pcrfcvcrsuicc^^ 
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SERMON IIL 

THE HOLY SPIRITS ASSISTANCE lt>t 
^ -'^ PRAYER, " 



* ftoM. viii'. a6: 

Ztikewife the Sfkit alfd hilpeth our injirmities^ for 
we know not what w.p Jhotdd fray for as wfi 
^ oughts but the Spirii iff elf maketh tnterceffion for 
^ us with grQanings which cannot he Uttered. 

-THHE eighth chapter of the Epiftle to the Ro- 
-*- mans contains a concife and beautiful epi- 
tome of the Chriftiaii religion, and has not only 
been held in high eflimation by the Chriftian 
church ever fince it was written, but has, under 
the divine bleffing, been the inftrumerit of in- 
creafing its teal edification. 

Here we find a faithful and humbling delinea- 
tion of man's guilty, miferable, and helplefs con- 
dition by nature : he is " carnally minded," ver. 6. ; 
all the thoughts and affe<5Hons of his foul have 
an earthly and fenfual bias, minding only the 
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things of time and fenfe; hence every natural 
man walks after the example of the Jews, of 
whom the Lord thus fpeaks : " They have for* 
*' Taken me the fountain of living waters, and 
•* hewed them out ciflerns which can hold no 
f* water.*' Jer. ii. 13. This temper of mind 
proves him void of every principle of fpiritual 
life, and expofes him finally to eternal death, 
which is emphatically ftyled, in the book of the 
Revelations, " the fecond death." 

He is not oi)ly at an awful diftance from God, 
the fource of all true felicity, and has none of 
thofe devout afFeiSlions towards him which cha- 
rafterife the true Chriftian, but his mind is^^^ en- 
*^ mity againft God," ver. 7. His foul rifes up 
in rebellion againft Jehovah^s perfedlions and go- 
vernment, trampling both the law and the gofpel 
under his feet, and avowing his friendfhip with 
the world, the flelh, and Satan, the known ani 
inveterate enemies of all truth and righteoufiiels, 
It neceffarily follows, that whilft he is in this 
ftate, he is ". in the flefh,*' and ^' cannot pleaie 
'«^God,'' veh8.. 

In this part of the facred volume we have alfb 
a full and plealing defcription of the way by 
which maii i$ reftored to the friendfhip, likenefe, 
and enjoyment of God. It is by a medium quite 
contrary to the proud reafoning and felf-righteouf- 
n?ls of the human heart; *^ for what the law 
'^ could not do, in that if was weak through the 
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^* flefli, (rod landing his own Sbn, in the likc- 
** nefs of linful flefh, and for fin condemned fin 
•* in the fleih, that the righteoufticfs of the law 
•^ might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
•* the flefh, but after the Spirit/' ver. 3, 4. In 
this paiTage the apoflle gives an explicit and 
flrong replteientation of the atonement of Chtifi-, 
by which alone the finner can be releafed from 
under the penalty of the holy law of God, con- 
flituted 'righteous in his fight, and ultimately 
brought to eternal glory. 

This chapter alfo contains a delightful and 
animating view of the blefiTednefs which attaches 
to thofe who are redeemed by Jefus Chrifl: : " There 
*' is now, therefore, no condemnation to them,** 
ver. r. ; they are " heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
** with Chrifl:/* ver. 17. ; ^' all things,'* even the 
darkefl:, the mofl: trying, and the moft alarming 
providences, all " work together for good/* ver. 28. 
'They are privileged to fay, " If God be for us 
•^ wholhall be againfl us? He that fpared not his 
** own Son, but delivered. him up for us all, how 
*^ Ihall he not with him alfo freely give us all 
** things ?" ver. 31, 32. All the accufations and 
oppofition of their enemies, however fecret and 
Jformidable, ihall be rendered abortive, for " who 
** ihall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
" cledl ? It is God that juftifieth, who is he 
^* tlmt condemneth ? It is Chrifl: that died, yea 
'* Ather that is riien again, who is even at the 
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^^ right hand, t of Go4, who alfo makcth intcf* 
^^ ceffion for us/' ver. 33, 34. Tp crown all, and 
Ihew the cqmplctenefs of the bclieYefs felicity in 
this life, and the certainty of eternal life in the 
world to come, the apofile finifhes his defcripiiaa 
with this fublicne; exultation : " For I am per^ 
^* fuaded, that. neither death, nor life, uor angels, 
". no^r principalities, nor powers, nor things prcr 
" fent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
.*' nor any other creature, ihall be able to feparate 
" us from the love of God which is in Chriil 
f^ Jefus our Lpi;d,".,ver. 38, 39. 
... Again, we are here prefented with the plaineft 
and mojft ordinary evidences of liaving intcreft 
in all thi^ bleflednefs, and thereby the Chrifl.iaa 
^S affifted to form a dccifive j-udgmenfr uppn his 
own character and ftate. If we are thus privi- 
leged, we *^ walk not after the flcfh but after the 
^* Spirit," ver. i.; we are " fpiritually minded,'* 
ver. 6. ; the Holy Spirit dwells in and leads us, 
ver. 9. 14. ; and we are *' conformed to the lavage 
*^ of Chrlft," ver. 29. : there will, in fa6l, be a 
total change in us, and as we have borijie " the 
" image of the earthly," we fhall now Ipear "^ the 
/^ image of the heavenly.*' i Cor. xv. 49. 

Laiily, to take away all glorying in w^iat we 
.have attained to in the Chriftian life, an^ to ea- 
courage us in the expectation of all we need in 
time to come, the apoftle frequently fpeaks of the 
Holy Ghoft as the agent, by whom ajl the great 
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branches of the gofpel are revealed to the under- 
flanding^ and applied to the confcience, and who 
afiifis the Chriftian in all his devotional exercifes. 
The agency of the. Spirit, which is fo ftrongly 
maintained in this chapter, is one of its moft im- 
portant parts, bccaufe without this the human 
mind cannot be brought to a faving acquaintance 
with religion. Our underflandings are too dark 
to perceive its excellencies, too hard to feel its 
importance, and too carnal and fenfual to em- 
brace either the doflrines or the precepts of a 
religibn fo fpiritual and holy, and which makes 
ib little provifion for the flefh: and even when 
the mind "has felt the Spirit's power, working a 
change in all thefe refpedis, it needs the fame 
agency to maintain the good work which is begun, 
eTpecially to keep our minds alive and conflant 
in its intercourfe with God at a throne of grace. 
The Holy Spirit's affiftancg in prayer is now the 
fttbjedl of our attention, and to this the words 
of our text evidently refer; in difcourfing upon 
which I ihall, 

Firft, Offer Ibme general remarks. 
Secondly, Shew the neceflity of the Holy 
Spirit's help in prayer. 

Thirdly, Speak of the nature and extent of 

"that help which praying peribns derive from him. 

Firft, Offer fome general remarks, 

I. The Holy Spirit's afliflance iq prayer is not 

one of thofe fubjefts at which the fcriptures 
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merely glance, but it is frequently mentioned 
both in the Old and New Teftament. In the. 
former of thefe it is the fubjedt of prophecy and 
promife : " I will pour upon the houfe of Da- 
*? vid, and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem, the 
5^. Spirit of grace and of fupplication." 2icch. xii. 
lo. Some interpret this text as having immediate . 
reference to the day of Pentecoft, whiph is alfa 
prcdidled by another of the prophets in thefe 
words: " I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
'' flefli." Joel ii. 28. The exaft fulfilment of 
this fcripture is thus affirmed by the apoftle PetcF^ 
when he is explaining and vindicating the great 
event alluded to : " They were all filled with the 
*f Holy Ghojft, and began to fpeak with other 
" tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance*'* 
A6ls ii. 4. " This is that/* fays the apoftle, 
^' which was fpoken by the prophet Joel/' ver. i6- 
Nor is this opinion improbable, if we compare 
the latter part of the verfe with the immediate 
eifedl of Peter's, preaching on the day of Pente- 
coil . " They fhall look upon me whom they 
*^ have pierced, and they Ihall naourn for him, 
*f. a3 one mourneth for his only fon, and Ihall . 
** be in bitternefs for him as one that is in bit-r 
r^ terncfs for bis firii-born/* Before Peter had 
ended the fermon, which he preached to explain ' 
and vindicate the defcent of the Holy Ghoft, a 
n^ultitude f$vcre brought to feel their guilt aqd '- 
mifery, aijd cry out, under the influence of the 
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Spirit, ** Men and brethren, what fhall we do ?'' 
A&s il 37. The Spirit was eminently in them 
as a ipirit of " grace and fupplication ;" and he 
is thus in all the true children of God, in every 
age and in every place. 

In the New Teflament, the doiftrine of the 
l^Tif 8 help in prayer is taught both in a way qS 
exhortation and encouragement. In Eph. vi. i8. 
the apoftle exhorts the Chriftians at Ephefus to 
be' " praying always with all prayer and fuppli- 
^* cation in the Spirit ;'* and Jude gave this ex- 
hortation to them to whom he wrote : *^ Building 
** up yourfelves on your moft holy faith, praying- 
*• in the Holy Ghoft/' ver. 20. And in the 
words of my text, the apoflle Paul endeavours 
to comfort the believing Romans, under all their 
fenfe of infufficiency in prayer, with this pleafing 
truth, that " the Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmi* 
*^ ties. The Spirft itfelf maketh interceffion for 
*• us with groanings which cannot be uttered." 

The accompliihment of the promife of having 
the Holy Spirit as a fpirit of ** grace and fuppli-^ 
^ cation," is made fure to the difciples of Chrift 
by the deicription which our Lord gives of Him^ 
who is the difpenfer of this rich bleffing : " If ye 
** then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
*^ unto yoor children, how much more Ihall your 
•* heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to them 
*^ that aOk him r Luke xi. 13, 
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1. The Holy Spirit's helping of the irifirimtie* 
of -the faints is not a caflial or uncertain thing, 
fdr it is a work tp which he is in an efpecial 
manner appointdd. In the verfe which follows 
my text, he is faid to make interceffion for us 
'«^*accoiding to the will of Grod," which Dr. Etod- 
dtidge paraphrafes thus: ^^ He manages affairs 
*^ for the &ints according to the gracious will and 
*^ Appointment of God/* In tlie grand eoonom^ 
of man- s^ falvation, in which the church is faid 
to be, *^ EteiSi: according to the foreknowledge of 
KX5rod the Father, through fancftification x)f the 
•^Spirit unto obedience, and the fprinkling of the 
^< blood of Jefus," i Pet. i. !2. it. is his ftifwilated 
work not -only-to enlighten, iandliify, and cam- 
fart the children of God, but alfo fo to inibrud):. 
ai)d a^ft them continually in all the branches of 
religious worfhip, as iKall render It acceptable to 
Ged and profitable to themfelves. 

3. Tht Spirit on whom Chriiiians are tauglit 
to. depend for alJtftance in all their devotional 
e^ercifes, efpecially in prayer, is abundantly well 
^Slified for his office : be is thus defcribed in * 
one fcripture : ^^ The Spirit fearcheth all things,. 
^< yea, the deep things of God ;^ for what man 
•^ knoweth the things of a man, fave the (pirit 
'^ of man wbich is in him ? even fo the things 
*^' of God ' know.eth no man, but the Spirit of' 
'^ God.'* I Cor. ii. 12. Happy. is that man,:wbo, ' 
confeious of his own ignorance and weaknefs, 
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icnounccs all felf-confidence, and relies on the 
prcmiifed ^id of this intelligent and omnifcient 
agent. 

4. The Holy Spirit's affiftance is afforded in 
fiich a manner, as not always to be very per- 
ceptible to the Chriftian himfelf. He does not 
alwa3rs defcend upon or aid his people as he came 
on the day of Pcntecoft, with *^ a found from 
^f heaven as of a rufhing mighty wind," ASts ii.3.; 
but rather his agency refemblcs the foft and gentle 
gales from the foutb, which, whilft they are 
ibarcely felt, both re&eih and invigorate. He 
€omes to- the help of his faints, not fo much in 
f^ the earthquake'* as in " the Hill fmall voice.'' 
I Kings xix. 11,12. Hence it is that thofe prayers of 
ours, of which we think the leaft, and reckon 
only as the. chattering of " the crane or the fwal- 
^^ low,'' Ifa. xxxviii. 14. becaufe they have been 
poured out from minds abafed, agitated, and 
difcouraged, iiave been more acceptable to and 
pi-evalent with Grod, than thofe prayers which, 
however far fuperior in the elegance of their com- 
polition, or the pathetic manner in which they 
are delivered, arife not from a broken heart, or 
out of true poverty of fpirit, confequently cannot 
be the produAion of the gracious Spirit. 

5. Bvitfor the agency of the Holy Spirit, many 
of ua had long fince given over prayer : we have 
experienced fo much darknefs, coldnefs, and in- 
terruption in this holy fcrvice, and our unbelieving 
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hearts have been too often ready to liften to the 
temptations of Satan^ and conclude, that a life 
of holy and humble prayer to God is both im-. 
pra^icable and unprofitable ; but he has enabled 
Bs to hope even againft hope, othcrwife we 
ihould have fainted. When we have concluded 
every thing was againft us, and juft ready to give 
up all for loft, faying, Why Ihould we wait for 
the Lord any longer ? he has invigorated cur lan- 
guid faith> and enabled us to take up the deter- 
mination of the prophet, " I will look unto the. 
*' Lord, I will wait for the God of my falvation; 
** my God will hear me.*' Micah vii. 7- I pro- 
ceed. 

Secondly, To fliew the necefSty of the Holy 
Spirit's afliftance in prayer. A point of dodlrine 
this, which applies equally to all periods of the 
church's hiftory, and to the ftrong as well as to 
the weak believer. 

The neceffity of the Spirit^s affiftance in prayer 
may be urged upon a great variety of grounds ; 
but I fhall chiefly confine myfelf to that which 
ariles from the words of my text. The apoftle 
there fpeaks of the believer's " infirmities ;" and 
thefe are fo very numerous, they are fo vigorous 
and adtivc, and they are fo conftantly with and 
round about us, that, were it not for the help of the 
Spirit, they would not only frequently intercept 
and hinder us in the exercife of prayer, but they 
would have forced us to have abandoned it alto* 
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gedier. ThU word (infirmity) has a yariety of 
iignifications attached to it in fcripture, and in 
every one of them we ihall find fome proof of 
the propoiition we are now difcuffing, that the 
affiftance of the Holy Spirit in prayer is necelTary^ 
We do not mean to iay, that it is neceffary to 
the ntterance of certain words : the mod carnal 
and wicked man may repeat prayers, either writ- 
ten or extempore, without the help of God*s 
Spirit ; but the fpirit of this pofition goes to this 
fa<a, that w« cannot pray to God fcripturaliy, 
fpiritually, or experimentally, we cannot pray to 
God ib as to be accepted of God in them, and 
to obtain a gracious anfwer from God to them. 
It is not enough with the good man, that he has 
faid a prayer, and fo difcharged a duty ; but his 
prayer is followed by an anxious defire that it 
may be favourably receiv(!d ; his views and feelings 
are iimilar to thofe of the Pfalmift, *^ Let my 
*' prayer be fet forth before thee as incenfe, and 
" the lifting up of my hands as the evening fa- 
^* crifice,'* Pfe. cxii. c. — that is, that it may be 
pleafing to God, and gracioufly received by him. 

The infirmities of gogd men may be arranged 
under the following particulars — their frailty, 
their afHidlions, their weaknefs, and their iinful 
imperfedions. 

I. A Chriilian has infirmity, as he is a frail and 
mortal creature. It was in allufion to this, that 
^aul and Barnabas laid tp the heathens, who 
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\fk^\d have renfleitrdisdmnc honoura fo thdatf 
" Wc aVo arc mca of likfc pailions with you.'* 
AStsxir. 15. It i^ &s much as if they had laid. 
We in not deities^ wc have no claim to divine 
worlhip, wet are mere mortals, and as liable to 
diftafe and dealh as you are. PauU (peaking to 
Timothy, givcfi him this .advice, " life a. little 
" wine for thine pften infirmities.'* i Tim., v. 23. 
TH^ apoftle here fpeikS.of thofe bodily infirmities 
to which the fcail croature man is fubjcS : thefe 
are fo great, and a it song fcniib of them fo dif* 
cour^ging, that -we fiiouid be overpowered by it 
when we draw nigh to Gody did nbt the Holy 
Spirit afford us his aid. 

fl. A Chriftian is the fobjerfl of infirmity ^ as ha 
is liable to afflicTtion and temptalion.. iThe apoftle^ 
detailing fome parts of his own experience, fays, 
" I take pleafure in infirtnities^ in reproaches, ia 
*' ncceffities, in perfecutions, in diftreflcs for 
" Chrift's fake." 2 Cor. xii. lo. Though he 
triumphed over all thefe trials and temptations 
by the power of faidi,. yet in the experience of 
weaker Chriflians they not unfreqoently obfiTut3: 
and difcourage in prayer. 

3. By infirmities, is fometimes intended thofe 
weaknefies and defecls which attach principally 
to an infantile ftate of grace. In an immediate 
reference to this it is faid, " We then that are 
^^ ffrong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
*' weak." Rom. xv. i. In ^he weak believers 
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there is mudi remainmg ignorance, unbelief, and 
fear ; arid thcfe will hinder his approach to God 
in prayer, or make it unprofitable, without the 
Spirit becofl^s his helper. He is fo fcnfible of 
this, that he could not encourage himfelf in 
prayer biit for this text r he indeed often feels 
the troth ©f the following lines — ' 

-" ^r, — Ofadeftatc 

Qf huraaH wrctchednefs ! . fo weak is man, 
Sq ^orant, and blind, Aat did not God 
. . . Spixietimes withhold in mercy what we alk, 
We (h^uld be ruin'd at our own requeft. 

4. By infirmities, is fometimes meant thofe fin- 
fill propenfities which remain even m the children 
of God : their hearts too often refemble a cage of 
unclean birds: here pride, and envy, and luft, 
.and covetoufnels, lift up their heads, and flrive 
to regain the throne of the heart. By their in- 
cefiant ftrivings they foTpetimes keep the Chrif- 
tian from a throne of grace, and at other times 
they fill him with fuch Ihame, qonfufion, and 
difl:refs, that .he has neithqr faith to believe that 
God will hear hiro> nor any pleafure in the holy 
exercife, unlefs the Spirit help his infirmities, 
and rnake intercefliori for him with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. 

Amidft all thefe infirmities, under which the 
faints groan, being burdened, and which may all 
be alluded to in the words of the text, as they 
all have a tendency to difcourage and hinder us 
in prayer^ what a rich fource of encouragement 
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is there for us in the fcrifrfure which alTures us, 
that " We have not an High Prieft which cannot 
*' be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
" but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
*^ }t;t without fin," Heb. iv. 15.; and that " the 
** Spirit alfo helpeth our hifirmities." Let us not 
then be backward to prayer ; let Us not be dif* 
heartened by the ignorance and weaknefs we ^nd 
in ourfelves ; the knowledge and feeling of thefe 
things are needful and profitable, as they make 
us perceive our need of the Holy Spirit's aflSift* 
ance ; as they convince us of our own infufiici- 
ericy, and make us more apt to learn that hum- 
bling but important truth, '^ It is God which 
" wdrketh in you both to will and to do of his 
" good pleafure.'V Phil. ii. 13. I come now. 

Thirdly, To (peak of the nature and extent of 
that help which the Spirit affords the believer in 
prayer. This branch of the fubjedt is as extenfive 
as it is important, embracing all that is needful 
to give the foul a free and powerful utterance in 
its converfe with God. 

I. The Spirit may be faid to help us in prayer, 
as he gives us a Ipirit pf prayer, and excites us to 
the conftant pra6lice of this duty. Dr. Mantouj 
on James v. x6. fays, the term rendered effe£huil 
fervent prayer ^^^xo^i\yf[gmfics a prayer wrought 
•^ and excited, and fo implies both the efficacy 
" and influence of the Holy Ghofl, and the 
•^ force and vehemence of an earnefl fpirit.*' All 
t^ue prayer is wrought and excited in the foul 
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\>y the Holy Ghoft, and until he begin to woik, 
the foul lienor will pray in fpirit and in truth. 

The foul is never excited to true prayer until 
it difoovers the. holinefs of God, the ipirituality 
of the I4w, 'and theiheinoufnefs of fin; of all 
^n, whc5thet it be in thought^ or in word, or in 
4eed; whether it be in the omillion of duty, or 
ill the coxnmiflion of evil : and thus to diicover 
aild imprefs the evil of fin upon the confcience, is 
M^e work of God's Spirit, as appears by the words 
of our Lord: " When he is come, he will re- 
** prove the world of fin." John xvi. 9. 

The foul mufi: not only fee the evil of fin, but 
it mufi: alfo feel its own weaknefs and inability, 
either to make any fatisfacSion to God for the 
offences committed in time paft, or to do that 
which is right in time to come. This alfo is the 
work of God's Holy Spirit, and this accomplifhed, 
the finder will pray to God for the forgivene& 
of his tranfgreffion, and for ftrength to do his . 
holy will. 

He excites the Chriftian to pray alfo, by open- 
ing his mind to an acquaintance with the pro- 
mifes and bleflings revealed in the holy fcriptures; 
he no fooner affords him a glimpfe of thefe, than 
his foul thirfls after larger difcoveries of them, 
and his language is that of David, *^ Open thou 
-*^ mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
^* out of thy law. Give me underfl:anding, that 
*^ I may know thy teflimonies." Pfa. cxix. i8, 
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.1^25. This is efptoifLlly the cafe, xvhen the foul 
is brought to fee the fuitablfcnefe and excel- 
lency of Jcfus Chrift. Jcfus bimfelf feid of this 
Spirit, " He fhall glofify mc,'far hefhall receive 
** of mine, and ftiallflttcw. it tmtcfyou.V John xvi. 
14. And vyhea lic':difeovers tov the mind .thp 
glory of the Redccraier's pcrfoo, the efficacy fef 
hi* Mood, and tite . fulaefe^ of )m grace, and 
withal makes it evident,, thai tbcL vileft, the 
wtake^,. and the mofi miferable of. finncrs,- arty 
partake of thefe glorious things, fuch an oee 
cannot be content with praying that he may hare 
nii intereft in thenv but he prays alfo that' he 
may have the evidence and comfort of their being 
his, brbught home to his foul by the faith of af- 
furancc, enabling him to fay of ^ Chrift, " Who 
" loved me, and gave himfelf for me.** Gal. ii. 20. 

Thus prayer is excited in the foul tbrou^ the 
operations of the Holy Spirit, who enlightens 
the eyes of the underftanding, awajkens the foul 
to feel its mifery, and reveals Chrift as a fuitablc, 
willing, and aU-fuiBcient Saviour. And if at 
any time the foul reftrains prayer^ by falling into 
a backfliding flate, or becomes dead and lifelefar 
in the excrcife thereof, it is alone by the Spirit'^ 
help that it is reftored to a life of prayer, or kept 
fpiritual, humble, and holy, in the continuance 
of it. 

2. The Spirit helps|our infirmities in prayer, by 

teaching us how to pray. Under this branch of 
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the fubjed I ihall fpcak of the perfons for whonv 
and the bleiCngs for which we iliould pray, to* 
gether with the manner in which it is done when 
the Spirit helps our infirmities. It will not be 
irrelevant to tbb jmrt of the fubjed to remark, 
that the Spirit, in teaching us to pray, never a^ 
in contradidtion to the word of God. This is the 
grand direftory for the church, both as to th^ 
Blatter and manner of prayer: all that is ncceflarjf^ 
for us to know upon the fubjedl is there placed 
before us, both in precept and example t we havt 
ibme of thofe very prayers which were uttered 
before f h^ footftool of the throne of mercy by 
the patriarchs, the prophets, and the apoftles; 
yea, by Jefus Chrifl himfelf, who received th^ 
Holy Spirit in all his gifts and operations without 
meafure. Here we can find patterns for every 
kind of prayer, and fuited to all the complicated 
trials we may have to bear and fufSsr, and all the 
important duties we may be called to perform, 
fuited alfo to idl ordinances, feafons, and provi- 
dences. But fufficient and complete as the divine 
volume 18 to anfwer all our. inquiries about 
prayer, it is to the Holy Spiivt that we muft be 
indebted for the proper uie and application of all 
the knowledge with which it furniihes us upon 
this interefiing topie ; it is he that fupplies the 
pr9}'ing ioul with a quick and clear perception, 
fixong aiui energetio feelings, a peady utterance^ 
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and an humble confidence in God. through the 
whole of that holy cxercife. 

I. In teaching us how to pray, the Spirit will 
certainly guide us as to the perfons for whom wc 
fhould pray. As the fcriptures forniih us neither 
with precept nor example in regard to praying 
for the fallen angels, or the deceafed part of the 
human race, neither will the Spirit ever lead the 
faints to fuch kind of prayers; it is a part of 
will-worftiip, and they who pradlife it appear to 
lay, that they are wifer and more benevolent than 
their Maker. Of the firfl. clafs of perfons for 
whom we are not to pray, it is faid, *' The angels 
'^ which kept not their firft eflate, but left their 
^^ own habitations, hath he referved in everlafting 
** chains under darknefs unto the judgment of 
*^ the great day." Jude 6. Of the fecond, thofe 
who have departed out of this life, and who 
both lived and died in a ftate of fin and unbe- 
lief, our Lord hirafclf fpeaks thus: ** Where 
" their worm dicth not, and the fire is not 
" quenched." Mark ix. 44. The perfons for 
whom we fliall be led to pray, if we follow the 
fcripture rule, and arc helped in prayer by the 
Holy Spirit, are only finncrs of the human race, 
who are yet within the reach of mercy, and may 
be faid to ftand on praying ground. Here I might 
fpeak of praying not only for ourfelves, but alfo 
for our families, our churches, pur country, and 
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for iinners of every language and country, yea, 
even for our mod inveterate enemies. But as 
thcfc topics will come more fully into view in 
another part of this fubjedt, I fliall pals them 
over now, and ipeak, 

ft. Of the Spirit's teaching us zvhat to pray for. 
It will be in this cafe the fame as in the preced- 
ing; the Spirit will adt in harmony with the 
word: confequently thole bleffings which are the 
fubje6l of promife ; for thefe the Spirit will lead 
us to pray, and they are of three kinds — temporal, 
fpiritual, and eternal. 

It has been doubted by fbme, whether temporal 
bleffings Ihould be the fubjedt of prayer ; but 
this is as unreafbnable as it is unfcriptural. 
" Every good gift, and every perfeijt gift, is from 
" above, and cometh down from the Father of 
'^ lights,'* James i. 17.; he is the fole proprietor 
of all earthly good ; the cattle upon a thoufand 
hills, and the gold and the fllver are all his, and 
are diftributed among men in that proportion, 
and in that way, which feemeth good in his light. 
Temporal bleffings are the fubjedl of divine pro- 
mife; ** Godlinefs is profitable unto all things, 
" having promife of the life that now is, and of 
*^ that which is to come.** i Tim. iv. 8. We are 
alfo taught to place our dependence, for the fup- 
ply of all our temporal wants, upon the love and 
care of our covenant God, of whom Chrift fays, 
" Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
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** need of all thcfe things," Matt. vi. 32.; and 
how arc we to exprcfs our dependence upon God 
for the exercife of this goodnefs, but by the me- 
dium of faith and prayer ? Finally, how can we 
doubt whether we fhould pray for temporal blefl^ 
ings, when we have fo many inflanoes of the 
kind upon record ? Prayers offered up to God 
exprefsly for thefc things, and in the prefenting 
of which we have rcafon to conclude the Holy 
Spirit lent his gracious affiftance. 

It is probable, that Jabez prayed for temporal 
good, and that he fought the enlargementof his in- 
heritance, and the bleffing of God upon the work 
of his hands, in the following well-known prayers 
^' Oh that" thou wouldeft blefs me indeed, and 
*' enlarge my coaft, and that thine hand might be 
^* with me, and that thou wouldeft keep me from 
" evil, that it may not grieve me." i Chron. iv. lo* 
It is certain, that Jacob prayed for temporal bleflT- 
ings, when he exprcflcd his defires to God in the 
form of a vow in the following words : ** If Gtxl 
" will be with me, and will keep me in this way 
'^ that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and 
" raiment to put on, fo that I come again to my 
** father's houfe in peace, then (hall the Lord be 
^' my God, and this flone which I have fet up for 
^' a pillar ihall be God's houfe ; and of all that 
f* thou flialt give me I will furely give the tenth 
^^ unto thee.-' Gen. xxviii. ao, 21, 22. Agur alfo 
fought temporal bleffings at the throne of grace, 
I when 
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>Krhcn he (aid, " Give me neither poverty nor riches, 
•• feed me with food convenient for me, left I be 
** full and deny thee, and fay. Who is the Lord? 
^* or left i be poor and fteal, and take the name 
••of my Grod in vain." Pro v. xxx. 8, 9. It is 
worthy of remark, that in all thefe fupplications 
for earthly bleffings, the good men who prefented 
them are tnindful principally of the needful things 
of timci and feem in their prayers to be governed 
by a regard to the glory of God, and the pro- 
fperity of their own fouls. 

Spiritual bleffinjgs are alfo the proper fubje6i 
of prayer, and Chriftians will daily want frefli 
-fupplies of thefe; their weatnefs, their trials, 
and their conflidts, are fo numerous, that they 
would fink undef them but for the fuccour which 
is daily brought into the foul through the me- 
dium of prayer. They therefore fliould en- 
courage each other in this holy work in fuch 
language as this : " Jjtt us therefore come boldly 
** unto the throne of grace, that we may ob- 
*' tain mercy and find grace to help in time 
" of need/' Heb. iv. 1 6. In Chrift all the bleffings 
of falvation are treafured up, and out of his ful- 
nefs they are communicated to us in a way of 
free and unmerited grace ; it is, neverthelefs, 
clearly laid down in fcripture, that they are to 
be fought in prayer, becaufe God hath faid, even 
ip regard to tbofe things which he had both de- 
termined and promifed to do for his church, ^* X 
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" will yet for this be inquired of by the houfc of 
*« Ifrael to do it for tliem." Ezek. xxxvi. 37. 
There will never be a period on this fide the 
grave when the real Chriftian will rife above the 
need of prayer ; as it is among the firft, it witt 
alfo be among the laft of the operations of God's 
Holy Spirit in the foul. Prayer was the firft aA 
of grace put forth by the apoftle Paul after his 
converfion, and it was the laft ad of grace in 
which the dying martyr Stephen was engaged 
previous to his entering the world of light and 
glory. That great Chriftian never ceafed praying 
until he ceafed breathing; he continued the life 
of prayer until he began the life of glory. 

That glory, into which Stephen entered with 
triumph almoft as foou as his prayer, ** Lord Je- 
" fus, receive my fpirit," had reached the throne 
of God, is the fubjei^t alfo of the Chriftian's 
prayer. The darknefs, tlie difficulties, and the 
dangers of the Chriftian's journey through this 
dreary and miterable world, often conArain him 
to diredl his eye towards that land of promife, in 
which the faints fhall find the fulleft accomplifti- 
ment of that beautiful ])airage, " And God Ihall 
*^ wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and 
'^ there fhall be no more death, neither forrow, 
*^ nor crying; neither Ihall there be any more 
'^ pain, for the former things are paiTed away.** 
Rev. xxi. 4. His meditations on this flute of 
bleffednefs fill him with holy and ardent defires 
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•'to depart and to be with Chrift/' Phil. i. 23. and 
iinpreis his mind fo deeply with a confcioufnefs 
of the vanity and imperfe6lion of the prefent life, 
that he is frequently led to breathe forth his foul 
m the pathetic exclamation of the Pfalmift, " O 
*^ that 1 had wings like a dove, for then would 
** I fly away and be at reft." Pfa. Iv. 6. It is 
worthy of remark, that the Holy Spirit not only 
teaches us to pray for heaven, and helps our in- 
firmities in fuch prayers, but he bears witnefs to 
our fouls that we are the heirs of it, and becomes 
himfelf the earcefl: of it in our experience. This 
is evident by the words of the apoftle Paul ad- 
dreiled to the believers at Ephefus : " In whom 
*' yc alfo trufied after that ye heard the word of 
•* truth, the gofpel of your falvation ; in whom 
** alfo, after that yc believed, yc were fealed with 
«* that Holy Spirit of promife, which is the 
^^ carneft of our inheritance, until the redemption 
** of the purchafed pofleliion, unto the praife of 
« his glory." Eph. i. 13, 14. 

In teaching the Chriftian how to pray, the 
Holy Spirit will guide him as to the manner and 
^irit in which he fhould approach God. In ac« 
~ complifhing Htiis, he poflefTes the mind of the 
true believer with a holy awe when in the Divine 
prefcnce, and enables him to recollect and pra£tife 
what David affirms: ^< God is greatly to be 
*' feared in the a^mbly of the faints, and to be 
^' had in revtrence of all them that are about 
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^' him/* P&. bcxxix. 7. He cannot addrefs the 
^lajefty of heaven in that infolent and con- 
temptuous manner which is pra6lifed by many 
felf-fufficient and vain -confident profcflbrs, who 
§Jeak to God in prayer as if they were addreiling 
fomc creature like themfelves. 

The Spirit alfo teaches the real believer to be 
humble in prayer ; he fills his mind with fuch a 
holy fhame for fin, and fuch a ilrong imprefiion 
of his own weaknefs and infafficiency, as leads 
him to a& in the fame manner, ihew much the 
fame fpirit, and exprefs himfelf in the fame words, 
as the poor prodigal when he was returning to 
his father's houfe. 

Again, in conformity to his charaAer as the 
Spirit of truth, he teaches the faints to pray with 
unfeigned fincerity ; this is highly neceflSiry, be- 
eaufe " God is a fpirit, and they that worfhip him 
*' mull worlhip him in fpirit and in truth/* Jchn 
iv. 24. Our prayers will be as ufclcfs to u& as 
they are offenlive to God, if out hearts be iiot 
right with him, Alay each of us be enabled to 
adopt the words of the Pfalmitt, " Hear the right,. 
" O Lord, attend unto my cry ; give ear unto 
^* my prayer, that gocth not out o£ feigned lipa.*^ 
Pfa. xvii. I. 

They that pray without ' the guidance of tlic 
Spirit, exercife no patience in waiting for th^ 
bleffing they alk ; in them-iia exemplified the lay- 
ing of a good man, ^^ ^they. knock at mercy's 
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*' door and ran away ;" but they whofc infirmi- 
ties are helped in the manner fpokcn of in the 
texty both expecl and wait for the blefTing. Of 
Abraham it is laid, ^^ and fo after he had patiently 
" endured he obtained the promife," Hcb. vi. 15.; 
and David defcribes his own experience thus: " I 
** waited patiently for the Lord, and he inclined 
*' unto me, and heard my cry." Pfa. xl. !• 

When we pray under the guidance of our own 
judgment, and are influenced only by our own 
inclinations in prayer, we di<aate to God both as 
to what he mufi give us, and alfo the manner and 
time in which we mufi have it ; but if we an: 
helped of the Spirit, we fliaU pray with fubmiflion 
to the Divine will. In the example of our Divine 
Mafier we have an exemplary pattern ; in the 
immediate profpe(% of his lafl con£ii6l he thus 
prayed: ** Father, if thou be willing, remove 
•* this cup from me ; neverthelefs, not my will, 
".but thine be doae.'* Luke xxii. 42. 

laftly, When the Holy Spirit teaches us how^ 
to pnty) be influences us to a lincere and unre- 
lerved reimnciation of our idols. If we approach 
God with " a divided heart," we fhall be " found 
•* faulty." Hofea x. z. We Ihould often think on 
the addreis of the prophet Elijah to the houfe of 
Ifiael : *' How long halt ye between two opinions ^ 
♦* If the Lord be God, follow htm ; but if Baal, 
'• then follow him." May the Spirit ever lead u^ 
to cry, « .The Lord, he is. tlic God ! The Lardy 
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•* he is the God!" i Kings xviiu 21. 39.; and 
make every idol in our hearts fall before the throne 
of grace, as Dagon fell before the ark. 

3* Che Spirit not only excites the Chriftian ta 
pray^ and teaches him how to, do it, but he af- 
fords him fpecial and efFe6lual aid in the exercife ; 
and every real believer knpws, that without his 
aid, however well his thoughts may be arranged, 
and however fluent his lips may be in uttering 
them, his heai^ remains dark, confufed, and life* 
lefs* 

It is by the aid of the Holy Spirit in prayer, 
that the foul attains a deep fenfe of the ineftima- 
ble value of heavenly things, and an ardent dc- 
fire to poflefs them. There can be no fijrvour 
or energy in prayer, until we feel that the bleflP* 
ittgs of lalvation are infinitely more import-* 
ant than all that this world can afford, either in 
its wealth, its pleafures, or its honours. But 
when the Spirit fuitably affecls the foul with this 
ooovidlion, then it is induced to plead and wreftlc 
with God as did the patriarch Jacob, of whom it 
1$ iaid, that " he had power over the angel, and 
•* prevailed ; he wept, and made fupplication J* 
Hoiea xii. 4. Then his prayers refemble thofe of 
his great High Prieft, *^ who, in the days of 
•* his flefh, when he had offered up prayers and 
•• fupplications, with flrong crying and tears, unta 
•* Him that was able to fave him from deaths 
•• and was heard in that he feared." Heb. v. 7. 

It 
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It lis by the Spirit's aid that we obtain enlarge- 
ment of heart and liberty of expreffion in prayer, 
GUI' views of God, of his grace, and of his pro- 
miies, are contracted, until we feel the unclion 
of the Holy Spirit ; then they find a fweet and 
heavenly freedom. It was for fomething of this 
kind -that David prayed, when he fald, ** O Lord! 
" open thou my lips, and my mouth fhall flicw 
" forth thy praiie." Pfa. li. 15. It is peculiarly 
dcfirable and plcafant to have the lips and the 
heart touched in prayer with a live coal from off 
the altar; then we feel the true bleflednefs of 
having acceis to God, and are enabled, in the 
fpirit of children, to cry *' Abba, Father!" Rom. 
viii. 15. 

It is only as the Spirit affords his fpccial affift- 
ancc in prayer, that we pracSife it with pleafure and 
delight. Chrifiians know, by painful experience 
that there are times when, through their many 
infirmities, the wheels of their fouls drag heavily 
through this devotional exercife ; but if the Spirit 
ihine with his animating and foul-reviving rays, 
they are all light, life, and pleafure ; the foul 
cries out with Alaph, " It is good for me to draw 
*• near to God,*' Pfe, Ixxiii. a8. ; and with Peter, 
when on the mount, " Lord ! it is good to be 
*^ here." Matt. xvii. 4. When it is thus with 
us, we feel a holy ecitacy, a fublime pleafure in 
our intercourie with our covenant God, which 
gives uft a rich foretafte of that world which is 
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thus defcribcd by a fkcred writer : " In thy prc- 
" fence is fulncfs of joy, at thy right hand there 
** are pleafures for evermore." Pfa. xvL 1 1. 

It is alone by the agency of the Holy Spirit 
that Chrifiians attain to any compofure of roind, 
or to any devout affedions in prayer. Our hearts 
are not only expofed to the inroad of di£ira6ling 
thoqghte;* but they are too often interrupted by 
carnal afiedtipns, which impede and emjbarrais 
them in their intercourfe with Heaven* When 
thus circumftanced we expoftulatcj with ourfelves, 
we flrive to fliake off this miferable frame of foul ; 
but all is in vain ; we cannot bring our fouls ope 
ftcp nearer to God and heaven^ until the Holy 
Spirit help our infirmities ; but when his diviije 
Vindtion is felt^ then the chains which boiin^ us 
to the earth are broken ; the tumult which worldly 
cares had raifed in our fouls fqbfifics, earthly 
things ceafe to attra^ us, a heavenly calm ^U 
the breaft, and a glowing affedjon: towards God 
elevates the mind, and draws it forth in the moft 
ardent defires after his perfedt likenefs aad v^ob 
in glory. .•..-. ' " . 

The Holy Split's aid is peculiarly needful fo 
towilnefs with our fpirita that we ar^ the;childrea 
of adcjrtion, that we inay. approach God with ft 
ihrong confidence that he will- accept us and an- 
£jver oor prayers. The importance of coming to 
a throne of grace in this franierof mind k obvious 
{rorsL the following exhortation : ** Let us draw 
• , :; ' '* near 
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^^ near with a true lieart io full afliirance of 
^< foith, having our hearts fprlnkled from an evil 
'^ conicieoce, and our bodies walked with pure 
f* water/' Heb* x. 22. To be enabled to follow 
this dire&ion as a high privilege^ and tends to 
enrich the foul with comfort> and to infpire it 
with energy in cyery religious duty ; but we can 
only attain to it by the agency of the good Spirit 
of God^ 

To conclude : The Holy Spirit lb helps the in- 
firmities of the faints in prayer, by his undlion 
^ad power^ that the fighs and groans which pro- 
ceed from them, when agonizing with God in 
prayer, arc fpoken of as his in the text : " The 
'^Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion for us with 
^* groanings which cannot be uttered/' There 
IS nothing in this idea of the apoftle which either 
tends to fopcrfede the neceflity of Chrift's inter- 
cefBon, or weaken the believer's attachment to it ; 
for all the operations of the Spirit in the Chrif- 
tian, in regard to prayer, relate either to the ex- 
citing of our fouls to it, impreffing fuitable 
thoughts upon them, or producing a divine 
liberty and energy in our minds whilft we utter 
them ; but 4he interceffion of Chrift goes imme- 
diately to the acceptance of them before God, It 
is thus defcribed by one : 

The Chriftiai>*s heart his prayer indites, 
He fpeak? as prompted from within ; 
The Spirit his petition writes, 
And Chrift the Saviour gives it ip, 
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I fhall conclude ivilh remarking, 

1. That profcfling Chriftians Ihould be very 
careful that they do not miftake the fancies and 
delufions of their own hearts for the influences 
of the Holy Spirit : ftrong pffcdls have often been 
produced upon the natural paffions in devotional 
exercifes, when there hds been no un6lion from 
the Holy Spirit. Error^ on this fubjed are fre- 
quent, and prove derogatory to the honour of the 
gofpel and the glory of i:4h^ Redeemer. If the 
Spirit really naakes int?rc<;ffion within us, we lhal| 
feel a holy awe of the niajefly of God f we (hall 
feel a ftrong hatred to fin, together with an in- 
crealing meafurc of grace and holinefs. 

2. Let us l>e conftant and diligent in the 
ufe of all the means of grace. To fufpend a 
regular attention to thele, under pretence of 
waiting for the emotions of the Hol^ Spirit to 
excite us to, and aid us in Ipiritual fervices, is 
unfcriptural and enthuliaftic. This remark may 
be illuflrated by the cafe of Daniel,, to whom an 
angel (perhaps the angel of the covenant) thus 
fpake : ** Fear not, Daniel, for from the firjft 
^' day that thou didft fet thine heart to under- 
*^ ftand, and to chafien thyfelf before thy God, 
" thy words were heard, and I am come for thy 
^' words. Now I am come to make thee under- 
•* Hand what fiiall befal thy people in the latter 
'* days, for yet the vifion is for many days.'* 
Dan. X. 12. 14. This good man did not decline 
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an inquiry into the nature and importance of the 
prophecies that had heen delivered to him untH 
he had ibme fpecial communication from Hea- 
ven ; but he applied himfelf to the ordinary means^ 
with a dependence, nO doubt, upon the Divine 
aififiance ; and fcarcely had he begun the arduous 
but pleaiing employment, before the angel of the 
Lord is fent to afford the moil ample and falii^ 
fa&ory interpretation. In like manner, let us be 
found oocupled in the regular feafons of prayer, 
and we (hall find that God will fend his Holy 
Spirit to help our infirmities. 

3. Let us deprecate formal and lifelefs prayer: 
there is tdo much of this already in the pro- 
fefiing world ; the reafon is plain ; the Holy Spi- 
rit, upon whole afiTiiiance in prayer we have been 
difcourfing, is not only flighted as unnecefiary in 
the churcheii, but the do6trine is ridiculed as 
fanciful and enthufiafiic. But real Chrifiians 
know^ that there is neither liberty, energy, or 
acceptance in prayer, without the Holy Spirit 
help our infirmities ; and, confequently, they ac* 
count it among the mofi important parts of ex- 
perimental religionu 

4. If the Spirit helping our infirmities is fo 
important a branch of religion, and fo conducive 
to our growth in grace and the maintenance of 
the true fpirit of prayer, how careful ihould we 
be to ihun grieving or offending him ! ^' Quench 
'^ not the Spirit/" i TheflT. v. 19. is an apoflolic 
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exliCH*tafti<Mi ; kom his divine unction^ as .froin4i 
fire, we flerive all dur fpiritual wiarrath and ani* 
iftation> arid- ihereCatt ^ould continually. ufc thi 
laf>goage of * David in prayer, " Take not thy 
^ HoJy Spirit from n>e/' Pfa. IL it.; and if we 
wonTd not have him depart from us^ and leave 
our fonls in a idead, wintry fVate, we muft nei- 
ther undervalue or flight his agency, nor Vex ot 
Tcbel againft him by the indulgence of lifi ; no^ 
noi i6 much as the fmalleft darling 6t befettiiig 
fin. May the Lord command his Welling upon 
what has now been faid. Amen, 
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SERMON IV; 

PUBLIC PRAYER. 



i Kings viii. 59. 

2ind Jet ihe/e my wordsy wherewith I have made 
fuf plication before the Lord^ he nigh unto the 
Lord our God^ day and nighty that he maintain 
the caufe of his fervant^ and the caufe of his 
feople Ifrael at all times y as the matter Jhall re- 
quire. 

NOTWITHSTANDING thofe facrea books 
which were written previous to the coming 
bf Jefus' Chrift in the flefh, were written in the 
infancy of the church, yet they abound with in- 
tferefting and inftrucftive paflages, calculated, with 
the Divine bleffing, to increafe our knowledge 
and iaflame our devotion. There are few if any 
fchapters in the Old Teftament more fuited to 
promote thefe objedls, than that from which I 
have read my text, containing the prayer of So- 
lomon at the dedication of the temple, one of 
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the moft fpacious and fplendid monuments the 
art and labour of man ever produced in ancient 
times. This noble building, in ereding of which 
the king of Ifrael fpared neither coft nor labour, 
was deligned to be a type and figure of that 
glorious church which Jefus, the true Solomon^ 
the king of peace, was appointed to raife out of 
the ruins of our fallen world, and of which the 
prophet thus fpeaks: ^* Behold the man whole 
*^ name is the branch! and he Ihall grow up out 
*^ of his place, and he Ihall buikl the temple of 
*^ the Lord. Even he Ihall build the temple of 
^^ the Lord, and he Ihall bear the glory ; and 
^^ fhall lit and rule upon his throne; and he 
** Ihall be a prieft upon his throne^ and the 
*^ counfel of peace Ihall be between them both/' 
Zech. vi. 12, 13. 

In paft times the Lord had a tabernacle among 
his people, in which was placed the ark of the 
covenant, which ark was a fymbol of Jehovah's 
prefcnce with his people. To this tabernacle the 
tribes of Ifrael were accuflomed to draw near^ 
and there offer, upon Gtxl's altar, both bloody 
facrifices and devout fupplications. It was re- 
ferved for David, the man after God's own heart, 
to purpofe, plan, and diligently prepare to build 
a magnificent houfe, for the worlhip of the one. 
living and true God. The way in.whidh his 
mind was firft imprefled upon the fubjcdl^, and . 
what God faid to him concerning it, are related 
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ih the following verfes : ^' Now it came to pafa, 
•^ as David fat in his houfe, that David faid to 
*' Nathap the prophet, Lo ! I dwell in an houfd 
'* of cedars, but the ark of the covenant of the 
*' Lord remaineth under curtains. Then Nathan 
** faid unto David, Do all that is in thine heart, 
" for God is with thee. And it came to pafs the 
*^ fame night, that the word of God came to 
*' Nathatn, faying, Go, and tell David my fer- 
*« vant,-^Thus faith the Lord,— Thou Ihalt not 
*^ build rtie an houfe to dwell iti. And it fhall 
^' come to pafs, when thy days be expired, that 
*^ thou mufl go to be with thy fathers, that I 
** will mife tip thy feed aftet thee, which fhall be 
" of thy fon^s ; and I will efiablifh his king- 
** dom. He fhall build me an houfe, and I will 
*' eflablifli his throne for ever." i Chron. xvii. 
i>2, 3,4. II, li. 

No fooneris David gone to his fathers in peace^ 
than Solomon haftens to fulfil the favourite defign 
of his father ; he puts his hand to the work with 
a zeal which proves that his whole foul is in it. 
And it was a pleafing circumflance, that thou- 
fands, yea, tens of thoufands of his fubje6ls, 
whofe hearts were right with God, were &ade 
\villing-hearted, and feconded his views in haften- 
ing the completion of this great aind good work. 

The' very liberal contributions which had been 
riade in the days of his father greatly facilitated 
this arduous and honourable undertaking, and 

Hi* by 
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by the good providence of God, dfter a period 
of feven years, was the houfe of the Lord finiflned. 
To all thofe Ifraelites who loved the altar and 
tabernacle of God, this was an event to which 
their hopes and prayers had frequently been di- 
rected. They had watched the progrefs of the 
work, and with anxious folicitude had often in- 
quired after the period when it was probable it 
might arrive at perfec^on. The joyful day was 
at length come, and the thoufands of Ifrael have 
with cheerful hearts haftened from all parts of 
the kingdom to witnefs the public and folemn 
dedication of the temple to God. 

What an interefting fpeflacle does the con- 
gregation of Ifrael prefent jipon this truly me- 
morable occafion ! Solomon, their king, is not 
content with being a fpe6)ator and witnefs of the 
folemnities 6f this high and holy day, but he 
takes an ad^ive part in them : laying afide 
the infignia of his office, and almoft forget- 
ting he is the king of this people, he endea- 
vours to lead their devotions; he becomes a 
mouth to God for them, and in the moft elevated 
and devotional ftrain pours out his foul to Go4 
for himfelf and his people in humble and impor- 
tunate prayer. When looking for a text onr 
which to ground .fome refiedtions upon public 
prayer, no fcripturc prefented itfelf to my recoU 
le6lion, in all refpedls, better fuited to my pur^ 
pofe, than this devout, and, in every refpedl, truly 

admirabW 
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admirable prayer of Solomon, from which I in- 
tend to draw fome general obfervations. 

Obf. I. Public Prayer -is both an ancient and 
important branch of divine worfliip. It was a 
part of the patriarchal worfhip ; it was fo even 
adong that generation to whom God at firll re- 
vealed himfelf as a God of grace through the 
feed of the woman, who was to " bruifc the fcr- 
^* pent's head." Gen. iii. 15. It was indeed l^ut 
fl Ihort time after the Mcffiah had been thus 
promifcd to Adam, that men found it both a duty 
and a pleafure to affociate for public devotion, 
as appears by the following text : ^^ Then began 
*^ men to call upon the name of the Lord," Gen. 
iv. 26. which the Affembly of Divines paraphrafe 
thus : " Then God moved men's hearts more 
'^ fincercly to feparate froln the profane fociety 
*^ of the wicked (fuch as were the pofterity of 
^* Cain), to ferve God, not as before, in private 
^^ families only, but in more public focieties, and 
*^ that in a more folemn manner, and with more 
^^ zeal and boldnefs than in former times." 

Public prayer was a part of the worfhip which 
God inftituted among the Jews in the wilder- 
nefs, and was offered at the door of the taber- 
nacle, before that propitiatory, which was a beau- 
tiful type of Jefus Chrifl, who is faid to be ^^ the 
** propitiation for our fins," i John ii. 2. ; and 
by whom alone we have freedom of accefs to 
(i^ocjat a throne of grace. Nor are wc at a lofs 
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for the prccife period when the whole congrcga«-» 
tion ufed to occupy themfdves in this holy prac* 
tice ; for while Zacharias wad engaged in his 
prieftly work within the temple, it is faid, that 
** the whole multitude of the people were pray^ 
*' ing without at the time of incenfc." Luke i. lO, 
It would have been highly criminal in them to 
have negledled the aflemWing of themfelves to- 
gether at the place where God had recorded his 
holy name, after he had folcmnly declared, '^ There 
*^ I will meet with the children of Ifrael, and 
** the tabernacle fhall be fanftified by my glory,** 
JIx6d. xxi3^. 43. It is frpm the circqmftancc of 
the congregation of Ifrael having fellowihip with 
God in prayer, that Mofes congratulates them 
upon their fuperiority over all other nations ; 
^^ For what nation is there fo great, who hath 
" God fo nigh untp them as the Lord our God 
" is in all things that we call upon him for?'* 
Deut. iv. 7r 

I hardly need remind you, that it was a part 
of the temple fervice. From this interefting 
part pf religion the temple was denominated 
^^ a houfe of prayer/' Ifa. Ivi. 7. Here, as foon 
as the congregation were affembled, ai)d the . 
priefts had brought up the ark of the Lord into 
its place, Solpmpn became a mouth for Ifrael t<% • 
God, and mightily did the Spirit of prayer r^ft 
upon him, when, in the words of my text, he 
pleaded with God, and faid, *^ And let thefe my 
5 " wordS| 
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** words, wherewith I have made fupplication 
** before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord out? 
^ God, day and night, that he maintain the 
*' caufe of his fervant, and the caufe of his people 
*^ Ifrael at all times,, as the matter fhall require.'* 
In the very worft days of the Jewilh church, 
when Judah and Ilrael had both awfully departed 
fiom God in heart, in life, and in worlhip, and 
corrupted themfelves by the groffeft idolatry, they 
ftill regarded the forms of worfhip handed down 
to them by their fathers. They ftill paid fomc 
refpedl to the inftituted fervice of God, and called 
upon his holy name in prayer ; which made the 
prophet addrefs tbem thus in the name of the 
Lord: ^* The new moons and fabbaths, the 
*^ calling of affemblies, I caniiot away with : it 
^* is iniquity, even the folemn meeting. Your 
*^ new moons, and your appointed feafts, my 
^^ foul hajteth ; they are a trouble unto me, I am 
^ weary to hear them ; and when ye fpread forth 
*^ your hands I will hide mine eyes from you ; 
*^ yea, when ye make many prayers I will not 
** hear; your hwds are full of blood." Ifa.i. 13, 

We have another proof of this remark in the 
following words, which may allude not only to 
tjie ufual and flated fervices of the fan6luary, but 
^Ifo to their extraordinary feafons of fafting and 
prayer : '^ Yet they feek me daily, and delight to 
^^ Jtno>v my ways, as a nation that did righteouf- 
f^ njjfs, and forfook not the ordinance of theu* God. 

H 4 " They 
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" They aik of mc the ordinances of juftice, tiey 
^.^ take delight in approaching to God : Where- 
*^ fore have we fafted,.fay they, and thou feefl 
^* not ? Wherefore have^ we afflidted our foul, 
^y and thou takeft no knowledge ?" Ifa. Iviii. 2,3. 
Thus we perceive they kept up public devotions, 
and efpecially prayer, even when they were to- 
tally eftranged from the purity and power of true 
religion. 

Jefus Chrift recommended public prayer in the 
church, both by his example and inftruftions : 
he did the former, when, after his farewell fermon, 
contained in the fourteenth, fifteenth, and fixtecnth 
chapters of tlie gofpel of John, he concluded 
with a moft devout and heavenly prayer for the 
fafety, unity, and profperity of his church, which 
is given at full length in John xvii. ; atid he did 
the latter in that encouraging promife, " For 
*^ where two or three are gathered together in 
*^ my name, there am I in- the midfl: of them/' 
Matt, xviii. 20. And the difciples attended both 
to the letter and fpirit of their Mafler^s direction ; 
for when he was taken from them they were 
much in prayer themfelves, and alfo initiated 
thofe whom the Lord called by their miniftry 
into the fame pradlice, as appears by A6ls ii. 41, 
42. " And the fame day there were added unto 
" them about three thoufand fouls; and they 
^' continued ftedfaftly in the apoftles' dodlrine 
** and fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread, and. 
ff in grayer" 

Jf'inally, 
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IPinaliy, Public prayer is a reafonable, a^lcrip- 
tural, and a profitable fervice, fince in the place 
and among the people where the holy incenfe of 
prayer is offered upon Jehovah's altiir, be hath faid, 
^^ I will come unto thee and I will blefs thee/* 
Exod. XX. 24. It is there that he gives the mofl: 
pleafing and delightful manifeftations of himfelf 
to his people. This accounts for the ardent lan- 
guage of David, when for a feafon he was pre- 
cluded attendance upon the worfhip of God's 
houfe : '- O God ! thou art my. God ; early will 
** I feek thee ; my foul thirfleth for thee, my 
f^ fJefh longeth for thee in a dry and thirfty land, 
f^ where no water is ; to fee thy power, and 
f^ thy glory, (6 as I have feen thee in the fane- 
^* tuary." Pfa. Ixiii. i, 2. He exprefles himfelf 
in like manner upon public prayer in the fol- 
lowing paflTage : ** One thing have I defired of 
*^ the Lord, that will I feek after, that I may 
^^ dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the days of 
*' my life,' to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
** to hiquire in his temple." Pfa. xxvii. 4. Sea- 
fbns of public prayer mufl ever be precious to 
the godly man, if he believes the declaration of 
the fame writer, when he fays, " BlefTed is the 
*^ man whom thou choofeft, and caufefl to ap- 
^^ proach. unto thee, that he may dwell in thy 
f^ courts ; we ihall be fatisfied with the goodnefs 
f ^ of thy houfe^ even of thy holy temple." Pfal. 
3[xv. 4, 

Admit* 
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Admitting public prayer to be an eflential and 
important part of divine worlhip, in the difchargc 
of this duty we muft not be governed by our 
own i&ncy, inclination, and prejudice, but by the 
word of God, which will furnifli us with fome 
of the moft beautiful examples, fuited to guide 
us in regard to the matter of which public prayer 
fhould be compofed, and the fpirit and manner 
in which it ihould be prefented untp the Lord. 
Among thefe, the prayer of Solomon at the dedi- 
cation of the temple, and the prayer of our Lorci 
for the church, recorded in the gofpel of John, 
are doubtlefs the moft pleafing and intercfting 
Specimens. 

OhJ. II. There is reafon to think, that wken 
Solomon put lip this folemn prayer to God> the 
whole congregation of Ifrael were aflembled to- 
gether. The defign of this obfervation is to re^ 
prove that evil, but too prevalent practice, of 
cither coming after thfc prayer is over, or whijft it is 
offering, to the great interruption of the devotion 
of others. Late attendance upon public worihip 
is now become fo far a matter of cuftom, that 
fome hearers are never at the firft prayer; and the 
frequency and extent of this indecent behaviour 
towards God, and the ordinances of his boufe^ 
Ijas taken away, in too many, all confciouf-r 
nefs of its evil, and all fenfe of fhame, on 
account of it, although they are daily offenders 
in this matter. 

But 
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• But it is furely a great evil, and mlnifters 
pught, in the moil plain and afFedtionate manner, 
lo remonftrate again ft it, and never ceafe re- 
proving for it, till they have brought their hearers 
tp a renunciation of the practice. 

The coming into the houfe of God either in 
or after the time of prayer, indicates fomething 
wrong in the temper and condudl of profeffing 
Cbriftians. It ihould feem, that their hearts are 
not duly apprifed of the excellency and import- 
ance of the privilege about to be enjoyed, and 
therefore have no hunger or thirft for it. When 
the mind of the good man is rightly difpofed 
towards the houie and worlhip of God, his Ian* 
guage will be that of David : *' My foul longeth, 
♦^ yea even fainteth for the courts of the Lord ; 
** my heart and my flcfti crieth out for the living 
^* God." Pla. Ixxxiv, 2. The time of returning 
to the place where the Lord has manifefted his 
glory, and difpeijfed his grace to the foul, will 
te anticipated with pleafure, and the hours of 
0elay be counted almoft with impatience. A late 
attendance upon pu-blic worfhip indicates a jum- 
bling and confounding of the duties of religion 
together. When, on a Lord's day morningj I 
perceive a profeflbr come running into the houfe 
pf God, either in the middle of prayer, or when 
it is quite over, I fufpecSl not only that it has 
]been a morning of fuch hurry with him, that his 
filofct and fiimily devotions have been qonfufed 

and 
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and flovenly, and hurried over any how ; but T 
fomctimes fear they muft have been altogether 
omitted; Remember, Chriftian, that this is the 
eftablifhed law of the houfe of God, " Let all 
" things be done decently and in order.'* i Cor^ 
^iv. 40. 

It fhews alfb a contempt for fonic important 
branches of divine worlliip. Thefe perfons feem 
to fay, that prayer and praife are of no impott-r 
ance in the fervice of God. Itis almoft pro- 
vcJrbial with fome, ^ We fliall be time enough 
^ for the fermon;* but fuch are frequently too 
l^te even for that. O! let us remember, that 
God not only coipmands us to worfhip hijn in, 
the aflembly of his faints, but that he carefully 
infpedts the manner and temper of mind ittTvhich 
We do it. 

A kte attendance upon public worfliip not 
only intimates fomething wrong in the perfon's 
own mind, but it is followed with' many evident 
^nd m'anifeft evils: it muft neceffarily inter- 
rupt the officiating minifter, whofe mind flioulc} 
be compofed and ftcadily fixed upon the work 
in which he is engaging : it is an interruption tot 
the congregation at large, whofe eyes and ears^ 
inuft needs influence their hearts, while the for- 
mer are attradted by the perfons coming in, and 
the latter inceflantly aflailed with the noife of 
tpew-doors and pattens. Our outward lenfes are 
inlets to the foul, and when thefe are attra6le4 

by 
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by new obje<9:s in the houfe of God, they open 
the heart to every intruder, and render our iacri- 
fices acceflible to every bird of prey^ 

What a ferious injury is done by a late attend- 
^ce on public worfliip to thofc who are deputed 
to feat the congregation ! Thefe can attend to 
neither hymns nor prayers, and but very little to 
the fermon, as fome intruder is ruihing in every 
moment to difturb their devotion ; and however 
others may have been edified and comforted, it 
requires almoft a miracle for them even to be able 
to attend either to prayer or preachitig. 

The perfon to whom this reproof is directed 
mull fuAain an injury in his own ibul. If he 
has not.lofl: that part of the fervice which, pef- 
l^aps, was mofi: fuitable to his cafe^ and might 
have brought the greateli bleffing, it is probable 
he has received the word among thorns, which 
have efFeftually choked it. 
• It is a queftion of no fmall importance, how 
fuch an evil as that we are now complaining of 
(the negleck or interruption of public prayer), and 
which pervades all our churches, may be re- 
medied ? I fhall fuggeft two or three things which 
I think conducive to this defirable end. 

Let minifters themfelves go before their flocks 
as patterns of regular and early attendance : un- 
certainty in the time of beginning religious wor- 
Ihip ferves the hearer for an apology in the irre- 
gularity of his attendance^ 

Let 
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Let no part of the proper work of the fii days 
be adjourned till the feventh: to fay that the 
hair-dreffer was not pundlual to his time, is pro-» 
ducing no apology for your late attendance i if 
tather ferves to Ihew, that you have not that 
holy veneration for the Lord's day that a Chriftiati 
ought to have; and that you are more folicitouis 
about the outward adorning of your perfon, than 
you are io obtain a heavenly and devotional 
frame of mind, without which fabbaths become 
a wearincfs* 

We Ihould recoUedl both the importaince and 
the uncertainty of thofc privileges we are going to 
enjoy. Who can tell, when he goes up to mingle? 
his prayers and praifes with the congregation of 
the righteous, that he fhall not take his farewell- 
of them ? Let us learn to think every Lord's day 
our laft, and attend to the duties thereof with a 
fpirit proportionably ferious and devotional. 

We ought to remember alfo, that we are going 
to meet God, and that he is waiting that he may 
be gracious to and blefs us. We do not eafily 
bring our minds to ferve a fellow-creature as we 
fcrve our God ; for if any unforcfeen event fliould 
lead us to exceed the time of meeting, whether 
the meeting relate either to bufinefs or friendfliip 
merely, we apologife and exprefs concern ; but^. 
thofe who habituate themfelves to a late attend- * 
ance on religious worftiip, fcem to feel no fenfe of 
impropriety, nor any anxiety to amend their error, 

We 
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We Ihould call to mind the manner in which 
wc ufed to ferve the world and fin. When we 
worfhipped the idol of pleafure, her temples 
were frequented at an early hour, and we were 
among the earlieft vifitors who paid her homage 
in the ball-room and the theatre. And having 
now renounced the hidden things of dilhonefty, 
having, in our profeffion, renounced the world, 
Ihall we ferve God with lefs zeal than we formerly 
ferved the world and fin ? God forbid ! 

Laftly, let us habituate ourfelves to rife earlier 
on the Lord's day than on any other day in the 
week : we have more important concerns to at- 
tend on that day than any other. Indolence and 
floth are always criminal, cfpccially in profeflTors 
of religion ; but they are doubly fo on that day, 
every moment of which fhould be facrcd to God 
and devotion; that day on which our fouls fhould 
be all adlivity and zeal. When Abraham had 
an important fervice to perform at the com- 
mand of God, we read that he " rofe up early in 
^^ the morning, and faddled his afs, and took 
*' two of his young men, and Ifaac his fon, and 
^* clave the wood for the burnt-ofFering, and 
** rofe up, and went into the place of which God 
*' had told him.*' Gen. xxii. 2. There was no- 
thing in the fervice to which Abraham was now 
going to allure or entice him to be unufually 
adKve ; no, it was a fervice repugnant to nature, 
and againft which reafon and unbelief could 
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offer a thoiifand/objc6lions : but he is prompted 
by a fenfe of duty to God, and a ftrong faith in 
his promifes. The female difcipks of Jefus Chrift 
alfo iet profeflbrs an example ; for when they had 
an a6l of kindnefs to perform towards Chrift, we: 
are told, that " Upon the firft day of the week^ 
*f very early in the morning, they came unto the 
" fepulchre, bringing the fpices which they had 
*^ prepared-'* Luke xxiv. i . To conclude this 
branch of the fubjeft, I conjure you, as you love 
the houfe and ordinances of God, as you value 
your Qwn edification, and would not prevent the 
edification of others, let your attendance on God*s 
fervice be early, that you may neither lofc nor 
interrupt the fupplications which arc offered to 
the Majefty of heaven. 

Ohf. III. The prayer of Solomon at the dedi- 
cation of the temple was an extempore prayer. 
Few queftions have been agitated with more" 
warmth among Proteftants and real Chriftians 
than that which relates to written and extem- 
pore prayers, fome earneflly contending for 
forms of prayer, and others as flrenuoufly con- 
tending againfl them. I fliall give a decided 
opinion upon the fitbje6l, but I hope to do it with 
all the candour which one Chriftian ftiould fhew 
towards another in things tiot eflential to falvation* 

Thofe who are advocates for forms of prayer, 
maintain that they were ufcd under the Old 
Teflamcnt difpenfation, and in proof thereof 

cite 
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dte the words which Aaron was expreflly com-- 
manded to ufe when he bJefled the children of 
Ifrael^ as related Numb. vi. 24, 25^ 26. ; and alia^ 
that prayer which was ufed at the removal and 
rcfling of the ark. Numb, x* 3$* 3^* ; together 
with fome other paflages of a fimilar description. 
..The advocates for extempore prayer, in reply, 
Teadily admit, that forms of prayer and thankf« 
giving were ordained and conftatitly ufed under 
the Jewifh difpenfation, though not to the total 
exclufion of extempore ones ;' but they rejedl the 
inference drawn horn it, namely, that they ought 
not only to be tifed, but even preferred to ex- 
tempore prayer in New Teftament times. They 
fupport their objedion ^to this conclufion upon 
&c ground, that it is neithei* reafonable nor 
fcriptural to look for the pattern of Chriftian 
woribip in the M<Aic ^lifpenfation, which, with 
all its rites and ceremonied, is abrogated and 
dene away, to make room for one which is, in 
every refpcft, more ^orious and more beneficiaK 
The chief rule of diredlion upon this fubjedl for 
ihc Chrifiian church is the authority and example 
of Chrift, as placed before his difciples, and by 
iikkatfanfinitted to the churches, which, through 
the bkifing of God, they were infirumenlal in 
gathering. The di£:iples afked Chrifl to teach 
them how to pray, smd he gave them what is 
called the Lord's Prayer ; not fo much to be uteA^ 
by them as a form, bat rather as atule-to diredl 
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them and the Cbrifiian church in general^ ks (a 
the materials of. which their prayers fliould be 
oDtnpo(bd, and the fpirit in which they (hould be 
offered. The inftru6lion o( Chrift upon this 
itibjeft is beft ilUifiratcd by his own example: the 
fupplications which he offered to his Father were 
of the deijbription for which we are pleading. 
We have an account of fome ihort ejaculatory 
prayers of Chrift in Matt xi. 15, 26. and Luke xxit. 
41, 4a..; and alfo of a larger and more public 
prayer offered for his church and people, and 
given more at length in the feventeenth chapter 
of John^fi gofpeU All thefe were uttered out of 
the abundance of the heart by tlie fpecial aid of 
the Holy Spirit. 

If we look to the authority and example of the 
apofiles, every thing there is in our favour ; for 
we know of no forms of prayer either enjoiried 
or ufed by them. All the pailages which they 
have written upon prayer favour that which is 
free and unpremeditated,^ di<ftated by the inw^d 
ffate of the mind, and the trials and temptafiohs 
with which it is furroundedr But as it would be 
improper in me to divert your attention frbmt 
thofe parts of this fubje^i: in which we are all 
agreed, to enter at large into the controverfie» 
which good men have bad upon the point, I fliall 
content my&lf with ikying, that I give a decided 
preference to extelkpore prayer, intheclofet, the 
£unily, and the chuxch: — i. Becaufe it leaves 

the 
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th^ gr^ateft fcope for the devout exercife of the 
heart, and it is to the heart that the gracious Hearer 
of prayer looks ; for what is a well compolcd and 
well exjprefled prayer, without the foul breathes 
after God ^in it ? It is like a well fhaped human 
Body deftitute of the ^dtal principle. 

a. Bfccaufe it leaves the greateft room for the 
agency of the HcAy Sphit^ from whom real Chrif- 
tians^ when in prayer, often derive fuch freedom 
of cxpreflion, fuch energy of feeling, and fuch 
ftrong faith to believe the promifes, and wreftle 
with Grod for the application of the comfort of 
them to the ibul^ as conihains the Chriftian to 
iay, " This is the finger of God/' Exod. viii. 1 9.* 

After 

*■ Bifliop WSkins fpeaks to candidly and fo fuitably upon 
extempore prayer, that I cannot forbeax introducing his re- 
marks I « For any perfon fo to fit doiliii and fatisfy himfelf 
** with his book-prayer, or fomc prefcript form, as to go no 
^ fethcr, this were ftiU to remain in his infency, and not to 
** grow up in his new nature : this would be, as if a man who 
•* had once need of crutches ftiould always afterward make ufc 
** of them, and fo neceffitate lumfelf to a continual impotence, 
** It is the duty of eVery Chriftian to grow and increafe in all 
^ the pans of Chriftianity, as well gifts as graces ; to exercife 
^ and improve every holy gift, and not to ftifle any of thofc 
•* abilities wherewitfi God hath endowed them : now, how can 
•• a man be faid to live fuitable to thefe rules, who doth not 
,.*• put iforth himfelf in fome attempts and endeavours of this 
^ kind ? And then, beiides, how can fuch a man fuit his de-^ 
•• fires unto feveral emergencies? What one fays of counfel ta 
'^ be had from books, may be fitly applied to this prayer by 
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After all, though I have freely exprefleJ my 
opinion in favour of extempore prayer, if the 
reader differs from me upon this head, both in opi- . 
nion and pradlice, I condemn him not ; the great 
matter is to pray with the heart, to pray in faith ; 
and of them that pray in this manner, whether 
they pray with or without a form, I can heartily 
lay, " Peace be 6n theai, aind mercy, and upon 
'' the Ifrael of God/* Gal, vl 1 6. 

Oif, IV. In Solomon's addtefs to God there is 
a pleafing union of the grace atid gift of prayer. 

In Solomon we behoW a ftriking proof of the 
free and abundant mercy of God. At oilce thb 
wifeft, the richeft, and, in all reli)e6ts, the gi^ttill 
king upon the face of the earth, exhibits in this 
prayer various and ftrong marks of a gracious 
mind. He appears to forget his worldly great- 
nefs, and utterly difregarding the opinion of 

** book ; it is commonly of itfelf foratthttig flat and dea<f» 
" floating, for the moft part, too much in generalities, and hot 
" particular enough for each feveral occafion. There is not 
" that life and vigour in it to engage the afFe^Vions, as vrhcn it 
" proceeds immediately from the foul itfelf, and is the natural 
*' exprefiiori of thofe particulars whereof we are moft fenfible. 
" And if it be a fault not to flrive and labour after this gift^ 
" much more is it to jeer and defpife it by the name of tx- 
" tempore prayer^ and praying hy tJie Spirh,\ which expreflions 
" (as they are frequently ufed by fome men by way of re- 
" proach) are for the moft part a fign of a prophane heart,, 
" and fuch as are altogether ftrangers from the power and com- 
" fort of this duty." Bijhop Wilklns!s Gift of Prayer^ p. r i, n. 

worldiv 
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worldly men, he flands before God in the clia- 
ra<5ler of an humble, penitent, and devout fup- 
pliant, for hjmfelf and for his people ; in doing 
which, his infirmities appear to have been abun- 
dantly helped by the Spirit of God, .both as it 
regards grace and gifts. ^ 

The gift and the gr&ce of prayer are diftinft 
things in their nature, and are often feparated 
from each other. Wc may juflify this remark by 
the authority of the apoftlc Paul, who, in i Cor. 
iciii. a, 3* feems to take it for granted, that great 
gifts, fuch as that of an ability to prophefy and 
to underfland myfleries, may be poiTeiTed by 
them wh© have no divine charity, or love ; nay, 
it has been proved in the cafe of fuch men as 
Balaam and Judas, who could not biily fpeak 
vrell of God, but might be gifted to utter wife 
and excellent things to God in a way of prayer. 
But, however largely they might have the gift, 
they were deftitute of the grace of prayer ; they 
^ch one anfwered, in the higheft degree, to that 
defcription, " as founding brafs or a tinkling 
^^ cymbal.*' i Con xiii. i. May it be the happi- 
nefe of every one of us to differ from thcfe, and 
anfwer fully to an oppoiite defcription, ^* a holy 
** priefthood to offer up fpiritual facrifices a.C'- 
** i^cptable to God by Jefua Chrift.** i Pet. ii. 5. 

If there be a difference between the grace and 
the gift of prayer, and the former is often found 
where there ar$ not the \ea& traits of the latter, 
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But if we have both the gift and the grace of 
j)raycr, God has dealt bountifully with us indeed; 
he has given us ten talents, and capacitated us to 
be doubly uleful^ in the world and in the church, 
irct gs remember, however, that he who receives 
much, from him much is expetfked; the more 
gifts and the more grace, the greater reli)onfibi- 
lity lies upon us ; may we be enabled to ufe all 
for the glory of God and the good of perilhing 
finners ! and at laft hear him fay, " Well done, 
** thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been 
^^ iaithfql over a few things, I will make th«e 
^^ ruler oyer many things; enter thou into the 
*^ joy of thy LonJ." Matt. xxv. 21. 

Ohf. V. It was a iuitable and appropriate 
prayer. It deferves this charadlcr, bccaufe, in 
this prayer, Solomon exhibits a truly devotional 
|]>irit, aiks for things highly requifite for himfelf 
0nd his people, and exemplifies his own maxim 
by expreffing the whole in " acceptable words/* 
Ecclef. xii. lo. Tliough an extempore prayer, 
k has no traits of meannefs, confufion, or defi- 
ciency, but it is every thing that could be wifhed 
for upon tlje occ^lion. Solomon appears con- 
foious that he is addrefling the ii^finitely great 
.and gr^oiqus Jehovah, even that God " who 
^* fearchcth the heart,** who cannot be deceived, 
and wh6 will nqt be mocked. He therefore prays 
to him with becoming reverence and hvimility, 
l^nd yet he fpe'al^s with a freedpm and epergy ex- 
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liov anidous fhould we all be, but eipecially 
miniflers, not to be fatisfied with the mere gift 
of prayer 1 This of itfelf is riot only of little or 
no ufe, but it often becomes injurious and detri-* 
mental : the gift of prayer has often been the in* 
ilrument of drawing out and increaling the cor- 
ruptions of the \\esLtt, by making its polTeflbr 
proud and imperious, vain and fclf-fufficient^ 
aiming, in an qftentatious manner, to iet forth 
felf, and promote its own carnal ends in. obtain-* . 
ing the apprbbatioi^ and applaufe of meq. ^owr 
oppolite is the influence and efieA of the grac^. 
of prayer in tlie real Cbriftian I It fills him with 
high and reverential thoughts of God, with hum? 
bling and abaiing thoughts of himfelf, and in^ 
iluences him in all things to aiqi at approving 
himfelf to God, and promoting his glory. He 
who only has the gift of prayer will find it of 
little or no ufc in fcafons of duty, in the hour of 
affli<5lion, or in the more folemn and interefting 
fcenes of death ; whilft he who has the grace of 
prayer finds increafing advantages fi'om it, as by 
its infi rumen tali ty the foul is fupportcd in and 
carried above all its trials and difcouragements : 
by means of this the foul i^ carried up to God in 
the exercife of faith and hope, and returns back 
again full of the confolation^ and triumphs, which 
arife out of a knowledge of intereft in the love 
and favour of God, and a well-grounded affiirr 
fince of eternal life by Jcfus Chrift. 

m 
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But if we have both the gift and the grace of 
l^raycr, God has dealt bountifully with us indeed; 
he has given us ten talents y and capacitated us to 
be doubly uleful^ in the world and in the church. 
Let gs remember, however, that he who receives 
much, from him much Is expetfked; the more 
gifts and the more grace, the greater reli)onfibi- 
Kty lies upon us ; may we be enabled to ufe all 
for the glory of God and the good of periling 
jfinners ! and at laft hear him fay, " Well done, 
** thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been 
^^iaithfql over a few things, I will make th«e 
^^ ruler oyer many things ; enter thou into the 
*^ joy of diy Lon|.** Matt. xxv. 21. 

Ohf. V. It was a fuitable and appropriate 
prayer. It defervcs this charadlcr, becaufe, in 
this prayer, Solomon exhibits a truly devotional 
|]>irit, aiks for things highly requifite for himfelf 
0nd his people, and exemplifies his own maxim 
by expreffing the whole in " acceptable words/* 
Ecclef. xii. lo. Tliough an extempore prayer, 
k has no traits of meannefs, confufion, or defi- 
ciency, but it is every thing that could be wifhed 
for upon tlje occ^lion. Solomon appears con- 
foious that he is addrefGng the ii^finitely great 
.and gr^oiqus Jehovah, even that God " who 
^* learcheth the heart,** who cannot be deceived, 
and wh6 will nqt be mocked. He therefore prays 
to him with becoming reverence and hvimility, 
fmd yet he ipeaks with a freedpm and epergy ex- 

14 prcffive 
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hov anidaus fhould we all be/ but efpecially 
miniflers, not to be fatisfied with the mere gift 
of prayer! This of itfelf is riot only of little or 
no ufe, but it often becomes injurious and detri-* 
mental : the gift of prayer has often been the in- 
ifarument of drawing out and increafing the cor^ 
ruptions of the \\esLtt, by making its polTeflbr 
proud and imperious^ vain and fclf-fufficient, 
aiming, in an qflentatious manner, to iet forth 
felf, and promote its own carnal ends in.obtain-* . 
ing the approbatioi^ and applaufe of meq. ^owr 
oppoiite is the influence and efie£k of the gracft 
of prayer in the real Cbriilian I It fills him with 
high and reverential thoughts of God, with hum? 
bling and abaiing thoughts of hiinfelf^ and in^ 
iluences him in all things to aim at approving 
himfelf to God, and promoting his glory. He 
who only has the gift of prayer will find it of 
little or no ufc in fcafons of duty, in the hour of 
affli<5lion, or in the more folemn and interefting 
fcenes of death ; whilft he who has the grace of 
prayer finds increafing advantages fi'om it, as by 
its infirumcntality the foul is fupported in an4 
carried above all its trials and difcouragements : 
by means of this the foul i^ carried up to God in 
the exercife of faith and hope, and returns back: 
again full of the confolation^ and triumphs, which 
arife out of a knowledge of intereft in the love 
and favour of God, and a well-grounded a|Iiirr 
fjnce of eternal life by Jcfus Chrift. 
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But if we have both the gift and the grace of 
prayer, God has dealt bountifully with us indeed; 
he has given us fen talents y and capacitated us to 
be doubly uleful^ in the world and in the church. 
iiet gs remember, however, that he who receives 
much, from him much Is expetfked; the more 
gifts and the more grace, the greater reli)onfibi- 
lity lies upon us ; may we be enabled to ufe all 
for the glory of God and the good of periling 
finners ! and at laft hear him fay, " Well done, 
** thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been 
^^iaithfql over a few things, I will make th«e 
^^ ruler oyer many things ; enter thou into the 
*^ joy of thy Lon|/* Matt. xxv. 21. 

0^ V. It was a iuitable and appropriate 
prayer. It deferves this charadlcr, bccaufe, in 
this prayer, Solomon exhibits a truly devotional 
^irit, aiks for things highly requifite for himfelf 
0nd his people, and exemplifies his own maxim 
by expTcffing the whole in " acceptable words/* 
Ecclef. xii. lo. Tliough an extempore prayer, 
k has no traits of meannefs, confufion, or defi- 
ciency, but it is every thing that could be wiflied 
for upon tlje occ^fion. Solomon appears con- 
foious that he is addrefGng the [infinitely great 
;and gr^oiqus Jehovah, even that God " who 
^* iearcheth the heart,** who cannot be deceived, 
and wh6 will not be mocked. He therefore prays 
to him with becoming reverence and hvimility, 
fmd yet he ipeaks with a freedprn and epergy ex- 
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liov anxious fhould we all be/ but eipecially 
miniflers, not to be fatisfied with the mere ^£t 
of prayer 1 This of itfelf is riot only of little or 
no ufe, but it often becomes injurious and detri-* 
mental : the gift of prayer has often been the in* 
ifaument of drawing out and increafing the cor^ 
ruptions of the \\esLtt, by making its polTeflbr 
proud and imperious^ vain and fclf-fufficie£it,» 
aiming, in an oflentatious manner^ to iet forth 
felf, and promote its own carnal ends in obtain-* . 
ing the approbation and applaufe of meq. ^owr 
pppoiite is the influence and efieA of the gracft 
of prayer in the real Cbrifiian ! It fills him with 
high and reverential thoughts of God^ with hum? 
bling and abaiing thoughts of l^iinrelf^ and in^ 
iluences him in all things to aim at approving 
himfelf to God, and promoting his glory. He 
who only has the gift of prayer will find it of 
little or no ufc in icafons of duty, in the hour of 
affli<5lion, or in the more folemn and interefting 
fcenes of death ; whilft he who has the grace of 
prayer finds increafing advantages fi-om it, as by - 
its infi rumen tali ty the foul is fupported in and 
carried above all its trials and difcouragements : 
by means of this the foul i^ carried up to God in 
the exercife of faith and hope, and returns back ^ 
again full of the confolation^ and triumphs, which ,«; 
arife out of a knowledge of intereft in the love^^ 
and favour of God, and a well-grounded affiirT-^-r 
fjnce of eternal life by Jcfus Chrift. 



r '»9 ) 

But if we have both the gift and the grace of 
l^raycr, God has dealt bountifully with us indeed; 
he has given us ten talents y and capacitated us to 
be doubly uleful^ in the world and in the church. 
iiCt gs remember, however, that he who receives 
much, from him much Is expetfked; the more 
gifts and the more grace, the greater reli)onfibi- 
lity lies upon us ; may we be enabled to ufe all 
for the glory of God and the good of periling 
finners ! and at laft hear him fay, " Well done, 
** thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been 
*^ faithfql over a few things, I will make th«e 
^^ ruler oyer many things ; enter thou into the 
*^ joy of diy Lon|." Matt. xxv. 21. 

Ohf. V. It was a fuitable and appropriate 
prayer. It defervei this charadlcr, becaufe, in 
this prayer, Solomon exhibits a truly devotional 
|[pirit, aiks for things highly requifite for himfelf 
and his people, and exemplifies his own maxim 
l>y expTcffing the whole in " acceptable words/* 
3Ecclef. xii. lo. Tliough an extempore prayer, 
it has no traits of meannefs, confufion, or defi- 
ciency, but it is every thing that could be wifhed 
"for upon tlje occ^lion. Solomon appears con- 
:foious that he is addrefling the {infinitely great 
r and gr^oiqus Jehovah, even that God " who 
^* learcheth the heart,** who cannot be deceived, 
aind wh6 will nqt be mocked. He therefore prays 
to him with becoming reverence and hvimility, 
fMid yet he fpeal^s with a freedpm and epergy ex- 
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liov anxious fhould we all be, but efpecially 
miniflers, not to be fatisfied with the mere ^t 
of prayer 1 This of itfclf is riot only of little or 
no ufe, but it often becomes injurious and detri* 
mental : the gift of prayer has often been the in« 
ifarument of drawing out and increafing the cor^ 
ruptions of the }ieart, by making its polTeflbr 
proud and imperious, vain and felf-fufficient^ 
aiming, in an oflentatious manner, to iet forth 
felf, and promote its own carnal ends in obtain-* . 
ing the approbatioi^ and applaufe of meq. ^owr 
pppoiite is the influence and efie£k of the gracft 
of prayer in the real Cbriiiian I It filb him with 
high and reverential thoughts of God, with humr 
bling and abaiing thoughts of l^iinfelf, and in^ 
iluences him in all things to aiqi at approving 
himfelf to God, and promoting his glory. He 
who only has the gift of prayer will find it of 
little or no ufc in fcafons of duty, in the hour of 
aSiidion, or in the more folemn and inteiefting 
fcenes of death ; whilft he who has the grace of 
prayer finds increafing advantages fi-om it, as by 
its infirumcntality the foul is fupported in and 
carried above all its trials and difcouragements : 
by means of this the foul i^ carried up to God in 
the exercife of faith and hope, and returns back 
again full of the confolation^ and triumphs, which 
arife out of a knowledge of iatereft in the love 
and favour of God, and a well-grounded a|Iiirr 
fjnce of eternal life by Jcfus Chrift. 
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But if we have both the gift and the grace of 
l^raycr, God has dealt bountifully with us indeed; 
he has given us ten talents y and capacitated us to 
be doubly u(eful^ in the world and in the church. 
Let gs remember, however, that he who receives 
much, from him much Is expetfked; the more 
gifts and the more grace, the greater reli)onfibi- 
lity lies upon us ; may we be enabled to ufe all 
for the glory of God and the good of periling 
finners ! and at laft hear him fay, " Well done, 
** thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been 
^f iaithfql over a few things, I will make th«e 
^^ ruler oyer many things; enter thou into the 
*^ joy of thy Lon|." Matt. xxv. 21. 

Ohf. V. It was a iuitable and appropriate 
prayer. It deferves this charadlcr, becaufe, in 
this prayer, Solomon exhibits a truly devotional 
(pirit, aiks for things highly requifite for himielf 
0nd his people, and exemplifies his own maxim 
by expreffing the whole in " acceptable words/* 
Ecclef. xii. lo. Tliough an extempore prayer, 
k has no traits of meannefs, confufion, or defi- 
ciency, but it is every thing that could be wiflied 
for upon tl]|e occ^fion. Solomon appears con- 
foious that he is addrefGng the {infinitely great 
,and gr^oiqus Jehovah, even that God " who 
^* learcheth the heart,** who cannot be deceived, 
and wh6 will nqt be mocked. He therefore prays 
to him with becoming reverence and hvimility, 
f^nd yet he fpe'aks with a freedpm and epergy ex- 
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preflive of his faith and confidence in God, and 
which prove not only that he was accuflomed to 
this holy and delightful work, but alfo that in 
this extraordinary fervice he was peculiarly im- 
preiied with its in^portance and folemnity, and 
tliat he was wonderfully affifled by the Holy 
Spirit in the part which he took in it. 

The occa/ion of this prayer was the dedicatioa 
pf the temple, and in allufion to this great wcwrk 
he thus expreifes his wonder and admiration at 
the goodnefs and qond^fceofion of God: ^^Qat 
•* will God indeed dwell on the earth ? B^pld ! 
'*^ the heaven, and the heaven of heavens c:annot 
'' contain thee ; how much Mk this hot^e that 
*^ I have builded,*' ver. 27* He takes no (atif- 
fadlion in, nor any praife to, hmkli% from the 
magnitude or from the fplendour of the teoiple, 
but, hke a true Ifraelite, he acknowledges that 
the whole work, in its preparation, progress, and 
completion, was of God : " The Lord hath per- 
*^ formed his word that he ipak^,'* ver. ao. An4 
now that the great and good work is finifhed, 
through the kind providence of God, what re-, 
mains, hut that the priefls of the Ivord proceed tQ 
appropriate it to tb^ pqrpofes for which its feveral 
parts were defigned ? Solopaon is aware that the 
chief thing is yet to be obtained, nanxely, the 
prefepce and bleiRng of the God of AbrahMi; 
and for thi$ be pleads in the following manner : 
*^ That thii^e eye may be open tovvards this houie 
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•^ night and day, even towards the place of 
'^ which thou haft faid, My name (hall be there/* 
Ten 29, 

.The ihitahfenefs of Solomon's prayer will ap- 
pear if we <:onfidcr the branches of which it is 
compofed-— 

I. A3 it is a prayer for the Jewifh nation, that 
their peace and profperity might be abundant 
and permanent : and fupjJQling they fhoiild de- 
cline from the ways 'of God,- and thereby fall 
under therrCOTre<ftion of hUliafadv by experiencing 
dearth, famine, pciftilencei .war, or captivity, he 
implQres God. to. give (hem grace to repent, and 
return to him in that houfe with prayer and fujv 
plication^ and that he would forgive, reftore^ and 
blef$ them; He urges thefe. petitions for them 
upon a variety of grounds^ as fuitable as they 
are fcripturaU Jerufalem was the city the Lord . 
had i^iofen^ vfcn 44* ; and refpedling the nation 
itfdf^ he renjinds God of the relation they flood 
in to him, and .the wonderful things: which he 
had done for ihem: *' They be thy peopl^ftid 
*^ thine inheritance^ which thou broughteft forth 
ff out of Egypt, from the midft of the furnace 
*^ of iron# Thou didft feparate them from among 
♦^ all the people of the earth to be thine inherit- 
f^ ance, aa thou fpakefl by the hand of Mofes 
^^ thy iervant^ when thou bronghtcft our fathers 
f' out of Egypt, O Lord God !" ver. 51:53. In 
praying for the. Jews, he alfo puts God in re- 
membrance 
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membrance of his covenant and furomife ; an4 
Ibefe Jbave, in every age of the churchy been a 
ilrong foundation for the hope abd comfort of 
praying fouls: '^ And he faid. Lord God of 
^^ Jlraely there is no God like thee in heaven 
*^ above, or on earth beneath, wha keepeft co- 
*^ venant and mercy with, thy iervants that wftlk 
^^ before thee with all their heart t who haft kept 
^^ mth thy iervant David, my £ither, that thou 
^^ promifed him ; thou fpAkeft nifc^ with thy 
«<. mouth, and baft fulfilled it with thine hand; 
•* as it is this day,** ver. aj, 14. 

a» It is fuitable, as it is a prayer for the diuretic 
In thi» view of it we iball find mMy inftnidive 
con6devations. Solomon takes it for granfeds 
that there would be a conftan^ afiemUing of the 
tribes to the altar of Grod to pay their l^D^miago ; 
but that they would not all come in fincenty and 
truth ; be apprehends^ there will be hypocrites and 
unbelievers mingle with real faints, as they had 
done in all ages. This remark is abuodantly 
pA^ed in the fcripture htftoiy of fuch men as 
Cain, £&u, Balaam, and Judas. When Solo- 
moo, therefore, prays thuss ^^ Then hear thotl 
^^ in heaven, and do and judge thy iervants, con- 
^^ demning the wicked, to bring his way upoil 
•• his head, and juflifying the righteous, to gin^ 
^* him according to his righteoufnefe,^ ver. ji* 
he confefies the awful mixture of good and bad 
QK:n iq the (bqrch^ Sut potwit^ft^nding the 
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liord may thus fufFer mere profoflbrs long to 
Tningle with the faints, having faid, " Let both 
f ^ grow together,*' Matt. xiii. 30, the time hailens 
on, when Jefus the great head of the chufch ihall 
completely accomplilh what his foreranncr iays 
of him, *^ He will throughly purge his floor, and 
*^ gather his wheat into the garner ; but he will 
** burn up the chaff with unquenchable firc.^ 
JMatt. iii. 12. 

The principal fubje^l of his prayer for the 
chitrch is the forgiyenefs of fin. The value of 
this bleiling, and the way in which it was to be 
obtained, were well known in the Old Teila- 
ment, and are beautifully exprefled by David : 
f ^. Bleiled is he whoie tranigreflion is forgiven^ 
'^ whofe fin is covered. Blefied is the man to 
^^ whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and 
'^ in whoib ipirit there is no guile.*' Pia. xxxii. 
I, 2. Solomon was well acquainted with the 
defcription of people who ultimately embraca 
and walk in the comfort of this delightful truths 
even thofe ^' which ihall know every man the 
^f plague of his own heart,*' ver. 38. Men never 
heartily pray for this blefling, or cordially be^ 
lieve and embrace the promife of it, till they are 
thus brought to ice th&evil, and feel the burden, 
of fin. Hence Jefus Chrifl united in one great 
promife thofe two branches of fpiritual good : <' He 
i< will reprove the world of fin — ^He ihall glorify 
t^^ jQCi fythfi ih^VL receive of mine, and (hall fhew 
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<' it unto you.'* John xvi. 8. 14. Thofe to 
whom the Holy Ghoft makes this gracious dif- 
covcry, will furely feel the purifying tendency of 
it upon the foul, and will cordially unite with 
Solomon in the following words: *^ That he 
*' may incline our hearts unto him to walk in 
^ all his ways, and to keep his coixvnand* 
<^ mcnts^ and his ilatutcs^ and his judgqoents^*' 
Tcr. 58. 

3. In this prayer Solomon is led to pray for 
tlie gentiles which m^y be proielyted to the Jewilh 
faith : ^^ Moreover concerning a fEranger, that 
** is not of thy people Ifrael, .bot^cometh oat of 
** a for country for thy name fake* For. they 
^' IhalLhear of thy great name, and of tliy 
^^ firong hand, and of Jhy firctched-out arm, 
•* when he fhall come and pray. toward this 
** houfc. Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling* 
f* place, and do according to all that theilr^nger 
♦* callcth to thee for/* ver. 41, 42, 43. . The con- 
veriion of the heathens from their idoto^to the 
knowledge and worfliip of the true Gk)d was the 
fubjcct of God's eternal purpole : •* Alk of mc,'* 
faid the Father to the Son, " and I. will give 
^* thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
** uttermoft parts of the earth for thy poflfeffion." 
Pfa. ii« 8. And it was the fubjeft of divine reve- 
lation in the patriarchal, prophetic, and apoftolic 
ages : to Abraham it was faid, ^' In thy feed Ihall 
•• all tlie nations of the earth be hlefled.'* CJen. 
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ixxii. 18. The .prophet Ifaiah is full of the plcafing 
truth, that CJirift Ihould be " a light to the gen- 
*^ tiles/' Ifa. xlii. 6.; and that the illes '' fhould 
*' wait for his law,'* Ifa. xlii. 4. ; yea, that ** all 
•* the ends of; the earth fliould fee the falvation 
'* of God." lia. lii. 10. The New Teflament 
explains and confirms all thefe predi6Vions; Chrift 
gave his diiciples command, faj^ing, " Go yc 
^* into all the world, and preach the gofpelto 
** every creature." Mark xvi. 15. His death 
embraced this deiirable obje£l ; for the apofiila 
Paul gives this defcriptioh of it: " Now in Chrifi: 
** Jefus^ ye who fometime were far off were made 
" nigh by the blood of Chrift ; for he is our 
^^ pea<5&, who hath made both one, and hath 
** brok^i down the middle wall of partition be- 
" twecn us/' Eph. ii. 13, 14, The firfl: fruits of 
this gloirious harvefi has long lince been pre- 
sented to God — ^May the efforts which the Chrif- 
tian church is now making to extend the gofpel 
to the heathen nations haften the full completion 
of it, " and let the whole earth be filled with his 
^^ glory. Amen, and Amen.** Pfa. Ixxii. 19. 

Obf. VL This prayer was heard and anfvvered. 
This might naturally be expelled from the cha- 
ra6lcr of- him to whom it was addrefled, a God 
'^ that hearcth prayer." Pfa. Ixv. a. ; and from the 
complexion of the prayer itldf, for it had all the 
properties of genuine heart prayer, the prayer of 

faith 
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feilh which prcvaiTs with God. In one fctiptnfe 
it is ikid, " Now when Solomon had made an 
" end of praying, the fire came down from hea- 
** ven, and confumed the burnt-ofFcring and the 
« facrifices ; and the glory of the Lord filled the 
" houfe/' 2 Chron. vii. i. Thefe were gracious 
tokens of acceptance ; our temples, our &crificc8« 
refemble not Solomon's, of courie we cannot 
have limilar expreffions of the acceptance of our 
prayers ; but if we worihip in the aflembly of 
the faints with true ipirttual worfhip^ there is a 
glory revealed in the houfe which the eyes of out* 
minds can perceive^ and there is a fire which de- 
icends upon the altar of the Chriftidn*s heart, 
even that fire which made the hearts of the twtf 
difciples burn within them while Chrift talked 
with them by the way, and opened to them ther 
fcriptures. Luke xxiv. 32* There were not only 
Ibme outward tokens of acceptance, but '^ the 
" Lord appeared unto Solomon by night, and 
«* faid unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and 
•^ have choien this place to mj'felf for a houie 
«* of lacrifice." 2 Chron. vii. 12. Chriftians have 
no ground to expeft a voice from heaven to fay, 
that their prayers are heard and accepted, but 
the Holy Spirit fupplies this deficiency by dwell- 
ing in them, and bringing home to their mind^ 
the evidence of this truth, by a fweet fehfe of 
the forgivenefs of fin, great nearncfe to God it\ 
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crdinanceSy and an abundance of heavenly joy 
and peace^ accompanied by a holy regard to the 
name, the word, and the glory of God, together 
with an afFe&ionate regard to the temporal and 
eternal interefts of their fellow-creatures. 

Improvement. — i .When we contemplate the cha- 
ncer and conduct of Solomon through the me- 
dium of that day on which the temple at Jeruiklem 
was dedicated tojehdvah, and the prayer, preiented 
Id the public congregation on that occaiion, in 
what an amiable and inilrudlive point of view 
does he appear ! On that day he truly ihone with 
luihe, as an humble, holy, and devout believer 
in the God of Abraham ; and as one furnifhed 
with fuch rich endowments of mind, and fuch 
ardent zeal for the divine glory, as promifed to 
lender him eminently ufefut in his exalted fta- 
tion : but how awfully did he depart from God ! 
how fuddenly is his glory turned into (hame ! 
'^ For it came to pa&9 when Solomon was old, 
*^ tiiat his wives turned away his heart after their 
'^ gods ; and his heart was not perfed with the 
•' Lord his God, as was the heart of David hia 
^ Cither : for Solomon went after Aihtaroth, the 
^* goddefi of the Zidonians, and after Milcom, 
** the abomination of the Ammonites." i Kings ii. 
4, 5. What a ftriking proof of the depravity of 
the human heart ! what a loud call is fuch an 
humbling truth to all good men, to *^ watch and 
" pray, left they enter into temptation i** 

2. Thl^ 
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2. l%is magnificeut temple ^hich Solomon 
built at the cxpenfe of fo, much wealth and la- 
hovLT, this altar before which he ofiered this de- 
vout and fervent prayer, where arc they now ? 
They are no, more; they fell not a prey to the* 
rude hand of time, but they fell by the hands of 
barbarian conquerors, as a judgment for the 
wickednefs and idolatry of the Jews, who were 
themfelves fcattered among all the nitions of the 
earth, according to the frequent and faithful 
predidlions of the prophets of the Lord. How 
truly may the words of Jeremiah be appropriated 
to the prefent as well as to the fcMiner degraded 
and miferable eflate of the Jews ! " How is the 
^^ gold become dim ! how is the fine gold 
** changed !" Lam. iv, i. 

3. Thefe things were >Yritten for us, and 
we fhould fludy them carefully. The glory of 
the Lord is hot yet departed from our Britilh 
Ifrael. In our churches, our families, and our 
clofets, the holy incenfe of prayer continues to 
rife up before the Lord. Let us read the hif^ 
tory of Solomon, and of the temple he dedicated 
to God with holy fear and trembling. Let thefe 
hold forth a warning to Britain, \g& hy a de- 
parture from the fimplicity of the gofpel of Chrif^ 
and from the purity of Chriftian worfhip, tQ#» 
gether with the aboundings of fin and iniquity^ 
we provoke the Holy One of Ifrael to depart 
from us, make our land a defolation, and take 
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tiie candleiiick out of the midfl of us, as he did 
from thie fevcn churches of Alia. May the Lord 
iavert fuch calamitous events from us, and conti- 
nue among us his prefence and bleifing, for Jefus 
iDhrift's lake. ^tnen. 
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SERMON V- 

PRAYER MEETINGS. 



Acts xik 12. 
Mi/fjj li-erc galhered together praying. 

T^llli A61s of the Apofiles is Ihc ccclcfiaftical 
-■- hlltory of the firfl: age of the Chriftiau 
church, and is truly valuable, not only on ac- 
count of its antiquity, but for the artlefs fimpli- 
cily and unimpeachable integrity with which it is 
written, neither concealing nor apologizing, for 
the failings of the firft Chriflians ; the contention 
between Paul and Barnabas being as fully and 
as faithfully related as thofe labours and fuffer- 
ings of theirs which redound fo much to their 
honour, or rather to the honour of that grace 
which helped all their infirmities. ' 

In this book we have a relation of the early 
and r.?pid pvogrefs of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. 
Nolwitlifcanding it wai> in general preached by 
pl:iiii and unlettered raen^ and had (o contend 
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Vith tlie proud philofophy of the gentile fchools, 
iand the deep-rooted prejudice of the unbelieving 
and hardened Jews ; although it was oppofed by 
civil and ecclefiaftical rulers with all their legal au- 
thority and power, and by the infatuated populace 
with noife and tumult, yet " the word of the 
" Lord grew and multiplied." A6ls xii. 24. It 
triuinphed over all the ignorance, enmity, and 
carnality of the hearts of men, and brought 
thoufands of them to the 'knowledge and expe- 
rience of grace and holinefs. The preachers of 
this gofpel, equally invulnerable by the allure- 
jments of worldly cafe and prolperity, as 1)y the 
reproaches and perfecutions with which their ene- 
mies aflaulted them, were carried forward in the 
honourable and arduous fervice which the great 
Head of the church had affigned them, with 
growing delight and unexampled fucccfs, alter- 
nately overturning Pagan and Jcwifli altars, and 
crefling in their place *^ Chrift crucified," the 
true and living altar which fanclifieth beth the 
giver and his gift. 

This' part of the word is peculiarly intcrcfling 
to the people of God, becaufe it contains an im-^ 
partial defcription of the conftitution, difcipline, 
and officers of the primitive churches, and pre- 
fents to us that plain, ufeful, and inimitable pat- 
tern, after which every Chriftian fociety which 
profeflcs to venerate the authority of Clirifi and 
his apoftles fhould be formed. Thofc churches 
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had a peculiar glory and luflre attendant upon, 
them, through Being " edified, and walking in 
*^ the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the 
'' Holy Ghoft," ASs ix. 31. This fiappy ftate 
was infirumentally produced by the dilinterefied- 
ne(s of the firfl Chrifiians ; their hearts were ib 
raifed above the love of the world, that they " had 
^' all things common/* chap. ii. 44. and took 
cheerfully the ipoiling of their goods, and counted 
it nothing in comparlfon of the unlearchable 
yiches of JChrift. It was promoted alfo by their 
great love and union, for it is faid, " The multi- 
*^ tude of them that believed were of one heart 
'^ and of one foul," chap. iv. 32. The union of 
Chriitians is at once their glory and their ilrength. 
They were alfo remarkably diligent in all the 
means of grace ; they forfook hot the aflembling 
of themfelves together, but *' continued ftedfaftly 
•^ in the apoftles' dodtrlne and fellowlhip, and 
" in breaking of bread and in prayer," chap. ii. 
42. In the laft of thcfe we find, by our' text, 
the church of Jerufalem was now occupied : 
" Many were gathered together praying." 

In the darkeft and moft afflidling times of the 
church there will fome be found who are faith- 
ful to Chrift and the truth ; the difciples of Chrift 
have been forbidden to aflemble together, the 
apoftles have been ftri6lly enjoined to fpeak no 
more in the name of Jefus ; Stephen has beeii 
floncd, and James, the brother of John, has been 
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killed by the fword of Herod; and ftill they 
continue to meet, and devote the hours of mid- 
night -to the worihip of God. They that love 
Chriflwill neither forget norforfake him; no autho- 
rity can diflblve their allegiance to him ; no per- 
fonal conliderations can abate their love to him ; 
by their perfeverance in his fervice they fay, by 
thdr adlions, to their perfecutors, what Peter had 
boldly laid to the council, ^* We ought to obey 
*^ God rathcj: than meo." A(Ss v. 29. 

The place where they were now affembled to 
worfiiip was , the .dwieUing-houfe of Mary the 
mother of Johji, whofe furname was Mark : it is 
highly honourable to this difciple, that fhe will 
give iheltier to Chrill ,apd hi3 little church during 
the ftorm which bad been raifed at Jerufalem ; 
indeed, under God, the caufe of Cbrift has often 
reaped lingular advantages from the holy zeal of 
good women* Jt is evident, by the converfatioo 
which Chrift had with tbc woman of Samaria, 
John iv. 21 — 24. that all idea of the fanAity of 
places was to be done away under the gofpel dif- 
penlation^ and the difciples of Jefus Chrill carry 
thicir Mafler's dodrine into full practice; and 
vridiout doubt they worfbipped God. as devoutly 
. and as acceptably in this private hoMfe^ as they 
could have done in the temple, for " the Lord 
f* feeth not as man feeth ; for man looketh on 
•* the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
^* jon the heart." i Sam, xvi. 7. 
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When ufcful rainifters arc lilenced and hiur 
dcrcd in llieir work by arbitrary and perfecuting 
governors, it is a great afflidtion to the churcbj, 
and calls for frequent and fervent prayer. This was 
now the cafe at Jerufalem ; fohie of the minifters 
of Chrifl- had fallen a facrifice ; fomc were let- 
tered, and others were in prifon. IJow fuitable 
and needful that all hearts fhould unite in bc- 
feeching God to ftay the enmity of wicke^ meOi, 
reftore to them their minifters, and thereby grant 
them the free and open adminiftratioh of divine 
ordinances. Perhaps this meeting of prayer had 
for its immediate objedl Peter's deliverance^ ^ccmg 
it is faid, *' Prayer was made without cea^ng of ^ 
^^ tlie church to God ifor him," vcr.'5. There 
have been times in ouf land, when the ininiilers 
of Joins Chrifl have either been utterly iilericecl, 
orpropheficd " clothed in fackcloth," Ilev.xi.3.; 
but thanks be* unto God, he has long fince iaid 
to us, and continues to this day to. verify it, 
" yet fhall not thy teachers be removed into a. 
*^ corner any more, but thine eyes fhall fee thy' 
^^ teachers/' Ifa. xxx. 20, ' 

It i-' peculiarly worthy of our notice, that 
whilft the church were uniting togethdr," and 
wrellliiig with God in prayer, the angel of the 
Lord is lent to rclcafo mid reftore their minifier 
to them again : — The chains fall from Peter's 
haijds, Ciich ponderous bolt and bar is unloofed, 
the mafly gales are thrown wide open, and he 
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comes, forth from that horrid place, where the 
martyrs of oppreffion were entombed alive, and 
defiined to £gh and groan out ati exigence of 
iblitudc and woe 1 What a pleafing incident was 
this deliverance in itfelf! What a ftriking inter- 
pofition of the power and providence of God! 
What a fignal anfwier to prayer! and what a 
confinniation of' the fovereignty of God in the 
difpeniing even*pf temporal falvation ! Are there 
not any children of forrow ^immured within the 
walls^ of the prifon from whence Peter has juft 
been- reieafedy whofe imprifonment is equally 
fttbvdrlive of. ihpfe eternal maxims of juft ice 
which Ihduld' form- the bafis of fecial order, and 
to illufirate aad^lfrengthen which fhould be the 
perpettiar aim ' of ^he civil magiftrate? If there 
vftxty then why* thbu ' great Benefa6tor of the 
hitman race, why-did not thine eye pity their 
woe, and thy hand break their fetters ? Why arc 
tfaB'prifon-doors to opeil but for one individual, 
and that indiSridual- a preacher of the gol^el of 
Chrifl:, andj like one of his brother-preachdrs, 
efteemed by all that were accounted wife and 
good in Jerufalem, nothing lefs than " a peflileht 
"i^llow, and a mover of fedition among all' 
^'.t^Q'Jews throughout the .world, and ariMg- 
*' leader, of the fe6l of the Nazarenes ?" Why ' 
this diftindlion ? Why is mirafCulous power dif- ' 
played to deliver one child of oppreffion, and 
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pll the reft left to groan in mifery ? *^ Even Iht, 
^^ Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy fight !'* 

The meflenger from heaven having fulfilled his 
epmmiflion in bringing Peter out of pri&n^ inr 
fiantly departed from him, offering him no. fur-r 
ther advice nor affiflancej but leaves iiim to fdr 
Iqw that line of cQnduifl:, which a lawful con<r 
cern for his own perfonal fafety and thddifkates 
of common prudence would fuggeft. £xtraor^ 
dinary guidance and ai&flance are only to be.ex-r 
peded in feafon^ of peculiar neceffity ; Grod ieU 
doin grants them where the ordinary means are 
fufHcient : thus God, in times pafl, revealed his 
mind to his people in dreams^ and vifions, and 
audible voices from heaven ; but the neoefiRy of 
thefe haying ppw ce^fed, he goidtSB hjg.popple io 
matters of faith, wqrihip, and pradtice^ by the 
ordinary influences of his >yord 9pd Spirit. Pe-? 
ter's judgment and feelings both didlate^ that he 
fhould immediately ^ffociate himielf with the 
difciples of Jefus ; and where is it fo likely to 
find them as at the houfe of tliat well-known 
and long-tried difciple Mary, who is willing to 
encQunter ^11 the enmity of the civil powers, ra- 
tljef than the difciples of Jefus ihould want a 
place? of meeting; and how pleafing when he 
comes, though in the filent hour of midnight, to 
find them holding a meeting of prayer : — of fuch 
jTieetings I am now to difcourfe ; in doing which . 
jfiliall. 
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Firft,. Speak of their nature. Secondly, Shew 
tbcobjcfts to which they (hould be directed, 
Thirdly, The great encouragement there is to 
begin and perfcvere in. them. Fourthly, The 
bleffings which attend them in thofe churches 
*rhere they are moft frequent and beft conduced. 

Fitft, I Ihall fpeak of the nature of prayer 
meetings. The kind of prayer of which we arc 
now ipeaking has fometimes been denominated 
fecial prayer, bccaufe it is offered by a fociety of 
Ghriftians in their colle6live capacity, convened 
for that particular purpofe, either on fome pecu- 
liar and extraordinary occaiion^ or at ilated and 
regular feafons. 

I. Prayer meetings are fometimes fpecial, and 
rdate to fome particular obje<ft. i. At the 
meeting and parting of dear friends, efpecially 
churches and miniftcrs ; we fee fomething of this 
in the A6ls of the Apoftles : when Paul arrived 
at Tyr^he found there difciples, and abode with 
them feven days ; and when they were going to 
feparate, they kneeled down on the fhore and 
prayed ; this was neither the time nor the placxj 
of their ulual and cuflomary meeting for prayer, 
but it took its rife in the departure of the apoftle, 
whom thiey are delirous of commending to the 
care and bleffing of the great Head of the 
(church. It would be much better with us, if 
more of our focial and friendly meetings were 
^tcrally meetings of prayer. 

2. When 
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2. When the church is fubjedl to unufual 4dK|c,-f 
nefsj dcadnefs, and barrenncls. This reipark^ajH- 
plies either to the chqrch at large, or to any-dii^ 
tindk fociety. When- it» goes ill with ZioDj. al( r 
real believers /will, realize foinethi;i;ig of the pro- 
phet's feelings, and exprefs theoifQlves iqfiiewltat 
in his language ;/VO Ix)id4 reyive thy ^<A 
*^ in ,the' midft^ pf the ycars^ iq theiaidft of..th&. 
<^ years make known, in wrath remember zncrcy/* 
Hab. iiL i.. But.to ]^y individu^Uy for the f^.<v 
fjpierity.of Zion will not fufRce; they will ^afloci^tp^ 
together for prayer, and thereby keep s^li^re.aiMl' 
increafe their devotional frames : fox aa opals o£i 
fire which have been feparated and icattf^d,-^fidr 
thereby nearly extinguiihed, w^en coUn^e^ to- 
gptjier recover their i^eat, and gradually ^Nim up ^ 
in ftrong and vigorous flames, fo is it with the 
almoft dying embers of a. fpirit of pyayer ; coU^iSt . 
its fcattered particles together, and it revives agajn^ 
and warms and animates every foul which comes 
within tjie circle it pervades. It was the knowq. , 
advantage and influence of fpcial prayer th^t 
made the difciples, immediately after their Mafter 
had left them and afcended to glory, keep neay 
to God and each other in this bleflfed exerdfe; 
for it is fa id, " Thefe all continued with one acr 
** cord in prayer .and fupplication." Aits i. 14. 

3, Individual churches have accufl.omed thein- 
felves to hold extraordinary meetings of prayer 
on various occafions : foprietimes when the Lord 
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Jias laid his hand on their miniftcrs, who, froiu 
their, wifdom, zeal, and fkithfulnefs, were dear 
tp them; apd who can tell. how often that pro-* 
mife, ". The prayer of faith fhall fave the lick," 
j^mes vi. 5. may have b^qn accomplished in an- 
fjver to. the cpuftantandrearneftfupplications of 
God's ppoplc)- At other times churches hold extra* 
ordinary meetings of pray^ when the Lord has 
taken away their minifters, to pray that he would 
watch oyer, and keep them whilft.in a deftitute 
ftate, k^ep them united- in heart, and influence 
them, to make a wife apd fuitable choice^ giving, 
them, a paflor that, lha\l feed them with kuo.w- 
ledge and^underftanding. And whep the Lord^ 
h^, hea^ and anfwcred their prayer in .fending* 
thexi^fuch amiivft^r, they hold one more fpeciaL 
meeting of prayer, to ,\vhi9ti..they invite the mi- 
nifters, affiqers, ^nd members of neighboi^ring 
churches, to unite, witlji, them in praife to the 
Lord {ox his goodnefe, and fupplicate bis blefling 
npqn thi^ir union. Meetings for prayer, of the 
d.^icription Lhave been mentioning, are known 
hy .e:^perience to be truly pleafing and edifying, 
aud have arifen out of the pradlice of the apoftles 
and^primitiye churches : the lafl of thefe remarks 
is very evident from the following paflages — Wlien 
the church at Jerufalcm had chofen fcven deacons, 
according to the advice of tlie twelve, who faid 
to thecp, " Brethren, look ye out among you 
f *. feven nien of honeft report full of the Holy 
/ " GUoft : 
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^' Ghoft : they fet them before the apofiles^ and 
^^ when they had prayed, they laid their hands 
" on them." Acfts vi. 3. 6. When Paul and 
Barnabas were travelling among the newly planted 
churches in Lyftra, Iconium, and Antioch, it is 
laid, that " when they had ordained them elders 
" in every church, and had prayed with fafting, 
" they commended them to the Lord on whom 
♦' they believed." A6h xiv. 21. 23. 

4. Special meetings for prayer fhould be fre- 
quent and numerous in times of public calamity : 
there is encouragement to this from the promife 
of God, which fays, ** Call upon mc in the day 
** of trouble, I will hear thee, and thou fhalt 
'^ glorify me." Pfa, 1. 15,; and alfo ftofla many 
linking inftances upon record in the word; That 
was an interefting period in the hiftory of Ifrael, 
when '^ Samuel faid, Gather all Ifrael to 
" Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the 
^ Lord;" the purpofe of the meeting was to 
wreftle with God in prayer, and it was crowned 
with an abundant blefling ; for *' the Lord thun- 
*^ dered with a great thunder on that day upon 
'^ the Philiftineg, and difcomfitcd them, and they 
** were fmitten before Ifrael ;" and thai day of 
trouble and prayer ended in fetting up a ftone 
between Mizpeh and Shen, and calling *^ the 
^^ name of it Ebenezer, faying, Hitherto hath 
^* the Lord helped us.'* i Sam. vii. 5. 10. la. 
That alfo was a truly folemn meeting for prayer, 
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which the tribes of Ifrael held after their return 
from Babylon: " And they flood up in their 
*' place^ and read in the book of the law of the 
'* Lord their God one fourth part of the . day^ 
'* and another fourth part of the day they con- 
^^ fefled and worfhipped the Lord their God. 
•' Then flood up upon the flairs of the Levites, 
" Jefliua and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, 
*' Sherabiah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried with 
*^ a loud voice unto the Lord their God/' Neh; 
IX. 3, 4. 'We have another remarkable inftance 
of the Lord's anfwering prayer when ofiercd 
in the day of trouble and calamity in the cafe 
of Jehofaphat and Judah^ of whom it is iaid^ 
'^ And Jehofaphat bowed his head with Ills 
/« fiice to the ground, and all Judah and the 
*^ inhabitants of Jerufalem fell before the Lord, 
*^ worfliipping the Lord ; and when Judah came 
^* towards the watch-tower in the wildernefs, 
** they looked unto the muUitude, and beheld 
** they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and 
** none efcaped." 2 Chron.xx. 18.24. Thefein- 
fiances of the people of God uniting in prayer 
in ipecial fe^fbns of national danger, hold forth 
both an example and an encouragement to tho, 
church in all ages. 

IL We fliall now fpeak of meetings for prayer^ 
which are ftated and regular : of thefe there are 
feveral kinds, all equally important, and calca* 
lated io promote the edification of the churches. 

The 
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The principal ones which are within my ithtng^ 
diate recolledion are : 

1. Thofe weekly meetings for praj'er, whicjb 
have a Ipecial regard to the ^' flate of oiir lia- 
** tron and churches." Thefe meetings were 
formed upon the befl motives, and are conduced 
with much ferioufnefs and devotion ; thfeir objedt 
is truly interefiing. The appearance of our pub- 
lic concerns has long womc, and wears ftill a 
lowering afpedl ; may the God who rules the 
ftorm, and rides upon the whirlwind, fcatter thefe 
ominous clouds, and in anfvver to the prayer of 

.the righteous, of which there is ftill a rembaiit 
in our finful land, pour down upon us the nth 
and abundant fhowers of his blefling in provi- 
dence and grace ! The Lord has not yet faid of 
Britain as he faid of the jews to the prophet^ 
^^ Pray not thou for this people, neither lift up 
*' cry nor prayer for them, neither make infer- 
" ceflion to me, foi- I will not hear thee." Jer* 
vii. i6» 

2. There are other meetings, denominated 
" Miffionary prayer meetings," becaufe they are 
held principally with a view to the fpread of 
the everlafting gofpel in heathen and unenlight- 
ened countries, together with the fpread of the 
favour of the knowlcd«:c of Chrill in the dark 
towns and villages at home. Thefe are numc- 
roully attended by Ciiriilians of all denomina- 
tions^" 
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tioRs^ anfl havfe not only bqen-tirnds of refreflring 
from the prefence of the Lord to individual bc- 
tiidycrs,but they have greatly affiftcd to promote the 
•seal and ftrengthen the union of all who are en- 
^ged in the glorious work of fending the glad 
flidings of Mvation to the periftiing heathen ** . 
3* Thofe weekly meetings which are held in 
jAoit of th0 cbucches and congregations wherel 
.the gpipei is preached faithfully and fuccefsfully* 
Theie have not only increafed in number of latc^ 
bttt they Si^ve ,been more numeroufly attended; 
and the gift. and /grace of prayer have been eA- 
•lai^ing.; we ihay not only eftimate this a favour- 
able oinen towards our churches, but we have 
already fcen the beneficial efFeds which arifc from 
thence. To the influence of thefe meetings we 
fcruple not to afcribe that fpiritual-mindednefs, 
that holy zeal for the fpread of the gofpel, that 
• more frequent and fteady attendance upon the 
means of grace, and that ftrong and cordial union 
which we havcfeeti revived in our churches; and 
we arc confident, that the more this fpirit of prayer 
is kept alive and extended among us, we fhall 
-^eits beneficial efFeAs in every dire6lion. It is to 
tiiefe weeldy meetings of prayer that our thoughts 

♦ Thefe meetings for prayer are held on the firft Monday 
evening in every month, and the miffionaries in the South 
Seas make a poiiit of holding a prayer iiieeting as near the 
fime hour as' pofiible. 

are 
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arc at prcfcnt principally dircAed^ and tbefefoil^ 
I Ihall proceed— 

Secondly, To point out the objcdls to whicfir 
they fliould be chiefly diredled. They may 
with propriety embrace iinners at large, who 
are lying in an awful ilate of darkncfi and 
guilt, and for all forts and defcriptions of men. 
The apoiile gives a dire6iion to this puxpofe: 
*' I exhort therefore, that firft of all, fuppli- 
*^ cations, prayers, interceflions, and giving 
^^ thanks, be made for all men, for kings, and 
** for all that are in authority, 'that we may lead 
<^ a quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs and 
** honefty*" i Tim. ii. i, a. Some might.be 
ready to think, that wicked and periecuting ma* 
giftrates ought not to be the fubjed): of prayei*, 
but the apoflle decides otherwife, and (hews the 
propriety of it by two powerful coniiderations ; 
the one exprciTcd in the latter part of the iecond^ 
and the other in the fourth verfe. 

But the fpccial and more ' immediate objedt 
upon which wc Ihould fix our attention is the 
welfare of Ziod : we fliould carry with us into 
our prayer meetings the fentiments and feelings 
of David, where he fays, " Pray for the bovUe 
" of Jerufalem; they fhall profper that love thee; 
*^ peace be within thy walls and profpcrity within 
*^ thy palaces, for my brethren and companions^ 
*^ fakes. I will nd^y fay. Peace be within thee; 

^^bccaufe 
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** becaufc of the houfe of the Lord our God I 
^* wUl feek thy good." Pfa. cxxii. 6—9. We 
ihbuld be very earneft and importunate with God 
that the boundaries of the church may be en- 
larged and extended on every fide ; that the tem- 
ple of grace might continue to rife, being built 
up not of %vooJ, hay J. and Jtuhhle^ . but of ^^ gold^ 
^^ filver^ and precious Jtones^ i Cpi'*iii« 12. 

Our prayers ihould not only be dire<9ed to 
God for its enlargement by the addition of new 
converts^ but alfo for the advancement of its edi- 
fication, by a growing in knowledge, grace, and 
faolinefs. To this end we muft follow the diredlion 
of our blefled Maflerj *' Pray ye therefore the 
'<* Lord of the harveft, that he will fend forth 
** labourers into his harveft," Matt. ix. 38. ; and 
alfo that he will keep thofe whom he hath lent 
ibund in the faith, walking. clofe with God, and 
adorning the doftrine of God our Saviour in all 
things. Thus armed for their Ipiritual warfare, 
they will rebuke with authority and plainnefs, 
and tefiify of the grace of God fo feelingly and 
eKperimcntally, that the churches will be com- 
forted' and built up in their moft holy faith. 

Wbilfl: in. our focial meetings of prayer we ex- 
prefs our dejires to God for the profperity of 
Zion 9X large, and efpecially for thofe fifief 
churches that walk an the fame faith and order 
with us, let us remember, that the primary objedt 
of. thcfe meetings is the peace, union, and pro- 

L fperity 
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fperity of our own fociety ; this is our own vine- 
yard, our own family, and of couric it enters 
into our duty to make it the firft and principal 
objefl of our afFeftion and care. It fhould ope- 
rate with us as a powerful flimulus, that there 
are many who worfhip with us in the general 
congregation, yea fome perhaps in our own fii- 
^milies, who have not yet difcovered the glory, or 
felt the power of the Chriflian religion, and con- 
fequently have not yet given themfelves wholly 
to the Lord and to the fellowfliip of his faints : it 
ihould be the conftant fubjeft of our prayer 
that they may be truly converted to Gfld, and 
thereby become entitled to all the privileges tod 
bleffings which belong to the faithful in ChriA 
Jefus. 

But now to be more particular. Seeing, in our 
weekly meetings of prayer, our own churches have 
a fpecial intereft in them, the objedls which 
Ihould immediately be prayed for are: i. AblefT- 
ing upon the officers oif the church, that they 
jijlJi^^; . may have wifdom and grace fo to manage its 
' ■-' " concerns, and to walk before it with fuch a temper 
of mind, and in fuch an outward walk and con- 
verfation, as may be productive of the moft be- 
neficial efFefts. The want either of wifdom and 
prudence, or of affection and zeal for the caoie 
of Gbd, in the minilier and deacons of a churchy 
muft be at lead an hindrance to its prolperjty, if 
not an inftrun;ent of its diffolution; therefore 
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all that beat office in the church, whether mimf- 
ters or others, of truly ferious minds, will cor- 
dially join in addreffing their refpedlive churches 
in the words of the apoftle, ^* Brethren, pray for 
f^ us/' aTheffiit. i. 

a. Another particular fubjedl of prayer at thcfi? 
meetings fhould be the lick and affiidled mem- 
bers of the church. It is not enough that they 
be vifited at home, either by the miniller or fome 
other member of the fociety, according to the 
apoftolic direction given in James v. ii. but they 
ihould be carried by the whole fociety to the 
throne of grace in the arms of faith and prayer. 

3. For the weak and feeble of the flock ; thefe 
ihould be the immediate object of the church's 
care and attention. Of the great Shepherd it is 
laid, *^ He Ihall gather the lambs with his arm, 
^^ and carry them in his bofom." Ifa. xl. 11. In 
the New Teftament we have many exhortations 
relative to the weak in faith, the feeble-minded, 
and iuch as are unable to take Arong meat, but 
muft be fed with milk, and treated with great 
gentlene&, left their growth in grace and the 
confolations of the gofpel be obftru6led. Thefe 
have fometimes been more helped by the plain 
and aiTcdionate prayers of their brethren in focial 
sneetings, than by any other fervice. 

4. The diftrefled and tempted foul has alfo a 
ihrong claim upon the church for an intereft in 
its prayers, when furrounding the throne of mercy 
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ill its aflbciate capacity. This is one of the 
mediums by which Chriflians comfort one another, 
and flrengthen each other's hands agaiofl the 
common enemy of fouls. Tempted Chriftians 
are npt only benefited by the prayers of their 
brethren fpr them, but having been led to think 
their temptations, were altogether new and un- 
ufual, they have been depreffed above meafure ; 
but on hearing their brethren lament over and 
pray for ilrength againft the fame temptations^^ 
the fnare has been broken, and they have be-; 
lieved and felt the truth of the apoftle*s words^ 
" There hath no temptation taken you but fuch 
*^ tts is common to man/' i Cor. x. 1 3. 

5. In our focial prayers we ihould not forget 
ilie backflidcr who hath declined from the good 
ways of God, who did once run well, but has 
been hindered. To fuch the apoftle had reference 
when he faid,, " If any man fee a brother iin a 
*^ fin which is not unto death, he ftiall alk, and, 
^* he fhall give him life for them that fin not 
" unto death," i John v. 16. ; and another 
apoflle fays, ^^ Brethren, if a man be oyertakea 
' *Mn a fault, ye which are fpiritual reflore fucK 
^* an one in the fpirit of meeknefs ; confidering 
'' thyfejf left thou alfo be tempted.'* Gal. vi. u 
What fo likely to convince, humble, and refiore. 
a fallen brother, as making him the fubjcdt of 
humble and. fervent prayer in our focial meet- 
ings ? 

6. We 
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6» We fhoulcl pray for the unruly and difobe-i 
dient There were fome of tfiefe in the church 
of Theflalonica, aqd Paul direfted that they 
ifaouId1)e warned, i TheflT.v. 14.; and there are 
too many of this kind in every church : they for- 
iake the affembling of themfelvcs together, they 
are bufy-bodies and tattlers, or they are proud 
and cenibrious, impatient of contraditflion and 
reproof, and alienated in afFedlion both from the 
minifier and the church: thefe are as difeafed 
fheep in a flock, or as difeafed members in the 
body ; they endanger the health and profperity of 
the wbole> and mqfl either be healed or removed ; 
if the wholcfome and lenient mediciac of prayer 
and exhortation does not heal, there ihould be 
an immediate ieparatibn, It is the exprefs di- 
rc6lion of Chrift himfelf concerning a diforderly 
member of the charch : ^^ If he negle6t to hear 
*^ the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
^* man and a publican.'^ Matt, xviii. 17. 
• Thirdly. The great encouragement thgre is to 
begin and perfevere in prayer meetings. 

I. The relation God fiands in to his church is 
a ftrorig ground of expectation. He is the God 
and father of his people, and all that children may 
expe& from an afFedionate and tender parent, 
they may affuredly look for at the hand of the Lord. 
By this Smile Jefus Chrift taught his difciples the 
intereft they had in the kindnefs and liberality 
qf his Father, both in regard to providence and, 

^a g.rac9* 
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grace : " Take no thought, iaying. What ftiall 
*^ we eat ? or, What fhall wc drink ? or, Where- 
«* withal fliall we be clothed ? (for after all thefe 
^^ things do the gentiles feek ;) for your heavenly 
*' Father knoweth that ye have need of all thefe 
^' things." Matt- vi. 31, 32. And again, ^^ If ye^ 
'* being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
^^ your children, . how much more ihail your 
'* heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
^ ^ that afk him ?*' Luke xi. 1 3. From thefe premifes 
every individual fociety of Chriftians may draw 
encouragement to afk largely, and expert confi- 
dently the bleffings of which they fland in iieed> 
feeing God is their father, and that he has in all 
ages given hi& children ample proof of his ten* 
dernefs, care, and liberality. 

1. Chriflians may take much encouragement 
to afTociatc in prayer, from the confideration of 
the great love which God has to the church. In 
one place he fays to it, " Yea, I have loved thee 
*^ with an everlafiing love, therefore with loving- 
*' kindnels have I drawn thee,*' Jer. xxxi. 3.; and 
in another, " I know the thoughts that I think 
" toward you, faith the Lord ; thoughts of peace 
^^ and not of evil, to give you an expe£led end : 
*^ then fhall ye call upon me, and ye fhall go 
'' and pray unto me, and J will hearken unto 
" you." Jer. xxix. xi, ia» How fbrong is the 
ground on which we may expeft the prefence 
and bleffing of God, efpccially when we recoUeft 

how 
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how beautifully Chrift urges this do£lrine upon 
his difciples^ as thq proper b^fis on which to 
found the expe6):ation of ah immediate and gra- 
cious anfwer to prayer: *^ At that day ye (hall 
" afk in my name ; and I fay not unto you, that 
'^ I will pray the Father for you, for the Father. 
*^ himfelf lovcth you/' John xvi, 26, 27. 

3. Another fourcc of encouragement to focial 
prayer is the expreis promile of Him who ^^ abideth 
*^ feithful,-' and "cannot deny himfdf." 2 Tim. 
ii. 13. We not only hare the promife of God 
to, ftrengthen our faith in the expectations of an 
anfwer to prayer individually, but we have a 
fi^table and an exprefs declaration from the great 
Head of the church to encourage us to pray in 
our affociate capacity : " Where two or three 
** are gathered togedier in my name, there am I 
" in the midft of them." Matt, xviii. 20. Yes, 
the pre&nce and power of Jefus Chrift is at times 
abundantly felt in thefe meetings ; the fpirit of 
prayer extends itfelf from heart to heart, and 
rifes to fiich ftrength and adivity, that it may 
be truly faid, " The kingdom of heaven fufFereth 
'* violence, and the violent take it by force.'* 
Matt. xi. 12. 

4* Ghiifiians have good reafon to conclude 
their scieeting together for prayer fliall be attended 
with a blefHng, becaufe the glory of God is im- 
plicated in the fafety and profperity of all who 
fear him, and call upon him in linccrity and 

L 4 . truth. 
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truth. It is the determination of God to prom6te 
his own glory by the inilrumentality of his jiieo- 
pie, and therefore fays of the church of old, 
'^ This people have I formed formyfelf; fliey 
" Ihall fhew forth my praife/' lia. xliii. ai. And 
when the Lord was fpeaking awful denunciations 
againft Ifrael in the wildernefi^ fi^y^njg, "*I will 
^' fmitc them with the peililence and difinhcrit 
" them, and will make of thee a greater nation 
^^ and mightici- than they/' Mofes flood up as 
an interceflbr for them. The principal topic on 
which he builds a moft importunate aiu) devout 
prayer for their falvation, regards the honour and 
glory of the divine name. He fuppoies the het* 
then would triumph, and fey, *^ Becaufe the 
^' Lord was not able to bring this peo^e unto 
*^ the land which he fware unto them, therefore 
" he hath flain them in the wildemefi." To 
prevent this calumny and reproach, and that the 
Lord might magnify himfelf in the fight of the 
heathen, he thus prays : " And now, O Lord ! 
^^ I befcech thee, let the power of my Lord be 
^^ great, according as thou haft ipoken/'-^** And 
<^ the Lord faid, I have pardoned accpi£ng to 
*/ thy word." Numb. xiv. 16, 17. 20. 

5. The peculiar intereft which Chrift takes in 
his church is another fourcc of encouragement. 
Never let us forget when we aflemble for pmycr^ 
that he whom John faw " in the midil: of the 
« feven candlcfticks," Rev. i. 13. takes fpecial 

notice 
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notice of and regards our fupplications ; liIs all- 
feeing and watchful eye is ever towards the af- 
fwnblies of his faints, and he carries their facial 
prayers to his Father's throne with acceptance- 
Let us not then fear to afk much, and to alk 
often, feeing we have fuch a friend to prefent and 
lecommend our prayers : if he complains of us 
at all in regard to our fupplications, it will be 
in Ibme fiich ftrain as this : ** Hitherto have yc 
** afked nothing in my name ; afk, and ye Ihall 
^ receive, that your joy may be full." JohnxvL 

6. And laftly, We fhould be greatly encou- 
raged in our meetings of prayer in the remem- 
brance of God having To wonderfully anfwered 
the prayers of his people. Prayer is a mighty 
weapon, and has accomplifhed marvellous things ; 
the fame efFedls which have been afcribed to faitb, 
might be juflly afcribed to prayer, for by this the 
people of God have " fubdued kingdoms, wrought 
^* righteoufnefs, obtained promifes, flopped the. 
^' mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
^' escaped the edge of the fword, out of weaknefi 
*• were made ftrong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
** to flight the armies of aliens.*' Heb. xii 33, 34. 

Thoie wonderful deliverances which were 
wrought for the church in the wildernels, werS 
for the moft part afforded as immediate anfwers 
to prayer: by this the very laws of nature were 
fubverte4 ; hence the clouds rained down bread, 

the 
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the flinty rock poured forth liquid iheams, an^ 
the waters of the Red Sea divided and afforded 
the people a dry and a fafe pafTage. The power 
of true believing prayer has extended its influence 
in a way of controul to the fun and moon, 
Jofhua X. T2. ; it brought a great thunder-flom 
upon the Philiflines and overthrew them^ t Sam» 
vii. 10. ; it fupplied Elijah with the neceflTaries of 
life every morning and evening through the in- 
flrumentality of ravens^ i Kings xvii. 6. It has 
checked/ broken, and deflroyed numerous and 
well-appointed armies, Ifa. xxxvii. 4. 36. ; it has 
turned away the wrath of God, whei;! it was juft 
on the point of breaking forth as a devouring 
flame, Exod. xxxii. 9 — 14. ; it has changed all 
the wifdom and experience of wife and crafty 
politicians into fooUflmefs, and made their befi: 
concerted and moft fccret plans the Infiruments 
of their fliamc and of their deflxu^lion — compare 
a Sam. xv. 31. with 2 Sam. xvii. 14. 23.; it has 
broken open the prifon*door of the grave, and 
liberated the mouldering captive, Jchn xi. 42, 43, 
44. ; and has aflbrded a kind of ,firfl:-fruits of 
that great day of redemption which is haiitening 
on, in which Chrift fhall bring forth the flum- 
bering duft of all his faints : finally, it has, in a 
manner, conquered and overcome the Almighty ; 
preffing through every difiiculty, and refuiing to 
take any denial, it has at lafl: prevailed, and not 
only received the bleffing, but received it with 

high 
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high commendation : fuch was Ihe nature of the 
prayer of Jacob at Bethel, and alfo that of the 
woman of Canaan, whofe daughter was griev- 
oufly vexed with a devil. With fo many pleafing 
infiances of fpeedy and gracious anfwers to prayer, 
ibme. granted to individuals, and fome to the 
church coUedively, how fure and certain is the 
fuccefs of out prayer meetings, if they are formed 
upon good principles, and managed with godly 
wiidom! s 

Fourthly. The bleilings which attend them in 
thofe countries and churches where Ihcy are mofi: 
frequent and befl condudled. 

I, They are a bleffing fo the country. The 
praying part of the community are its glory and 
its flrength; if there had been ten of this de- 
scription, found in Sodom, the Lord would have 
ipared it for their fakes, Gren. xviii. 32. ; and it was 
becaufe. there were a few of thefe praying people 
among the Jews in the days of the prophet, that 
be was led to lay, *^ Except the Lord of hofts 
*^ had left unto us a very fmall remnant, we 
^^ ihould have been as Sodom, and we fliould 
f' have been like unto Gomorrah." Ila. i. 9. I 
would not depreciate the excellency or the value 
of any man, who is either an ornament or a 
iiriend to his country, but I cannot forbear to afk. 
What is the literary man, who writes for his 
country? What is the orator, who difplays all 
the energy of human eloquence in pleaduig for 

it; 
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it ; or the man of martial courage^ who jeo- 
pards his life in the high places of the fields 
either for its defence or its ialvation ? Thefe are 
honourable, thefe are ufeful men to their coun- 
try, but they can never promote its -welfare in 
the meafure and extent of thofe who^ uniting 
in prayer to God for it^ lay hold of the arm of 
Omnipotence, and confirain it either to withhold 
the judgments it was about to hurl upon the Jand^ 
or conftrain it to awake for its fupport and deli- 
Terance. 

2. Prayer meetings are a lignal blefling to our 
churches. Solomon fays, that as ^^ iron fharpeneth 
^' iron, fo a man' fharpeneth the countenance of 
•* his friend/* Pror. xxvii. 17. If this reflection 
be true as it regards focial and friendly intercourfe, 
how much more fo in the concerns of religion i 
Often to meet with each other, and jointly con- 
Verfe with God at a throne of grace, is highly 
beneficial ; it tends to enlarge and flrengthen the 
bond of Chriftian uniori ; it tends to make the 
weak ftrong, and the ftrong ftronger ftill ; this 
is one of the mediums by which Chriftian focieties 
*^ go from ftrength to ftrength; every one of 
*' them appeareth in Zion before God." Pfa. 
Ixxxiv. 7. This is one of the inftruments by 
which the Holy Spirit fans the flame of true de- 
votion, and keeps the foul alive to God. In 
Ihort, prayer meetings are nurferies both to the 
gifts and graces of Chriflian focieties, and have 

oftea 
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odea proved inftrumcntal in fitting individual 
Chrifl^ians for more extenfive fpheres of ufefulneii 
in the>thurch and in the world. 

3. They promote, the edification and comfort 
of all the parts of the church. The afflifted, 
tempted, and fearful, are helped to bear their 
difiiculties with more patience, and often find the 
fnares in which they were held broken, and they 
themfelves enabled to go on in Qidt Chriftian 
courfe with joy and alacrity. They are efpecially 
of ufe to them who labour in the word and doc- 
trine : our fouls are often difcouraged and call 
^own in the arduous and weighty employ in 
which God has placed us ; the ordinary duties 
and temptations of it, and the apparent unpro- 
fitablenei^ of our labours, lead us fometimes to 
fay, ** We have laboured in vain, and fpent our 
" ftrength for nought." But amidfl: them all we 
can fometimes fay to our churches as the apoftle 
did to one of old, ^^ I know that this Ihall turn 
f* to my ialvation, through your prayers and the 
" fiipply of the Spirit." Phil. i. 1 9. Yes, wjien 
in meetings of prayer there is much and fervent 
fupplication for the minifler, it tends much to his 
profit : then he often feels his trials alleviated, 
and his foul flrengthcned to bear them with 
cheerfulnefs and patience. The apoflle Paul 
acknowledges this in the following paffage : " Ye 
•^^ alfo helping together by prayer for us, that 
^^ for the gift beftowed upon us^ by the means of 

" many 
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^^ many perfons thanks may be gitctt by matiy 
*^ on our behalf.** 2 Cor. i. ii. Apraymg J>eo- 
ple are helpers of theil> miniftcr ; they become 
inflrumental in giving him a door of utterance^ 
and animate him to fpeak boldly and zcaloufly 
the wotd of the Lord. Such churches perfomi 
for their minifters the needful and bonourabl6 
office which Airon and Hur performed for Mofes, 
when they " ftayed up his hands, the one on 
" the one fide and the other on the other fide, and 
*^ his hands were fteady until the going down of 
*^ the fun." Exod. xvii. 12. I fhall now haflen to 
a conclufion of this {\ih]c&y. with an addrefe to 
three dcfcriptions of bearers by way of 

Improvement. — 1. To you who never attend 
prayer meetings. If you are only ge,rieral hearers 
of the word, and are ftrangers to the power of 
religion upon the heart, arid of courfe live with- 
out prayer in the family and in the clofet, it can 
be no matter of furprife that you negleft them, 
becaufe your minds can have no favour for liich 
exercifes ; but if you are really Chriflians, and 
are joined in church fellowfhip, I urge an at- 
tendance to them upon you both as a duty and a 
privilege. Perhaps it is a fubjedl to which you 
have never ferioufly turned your thoughts, as to 
its being a qucftion of duty; or it may be, you 
are fatisfied with your non-attendance upon fome 
fuch grounds as thefe : that there is no need of 
any perfon's attendance but thofe who immedi- 
ately 
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ately engage in prayer; or the fervice itfelf may 
be objeiftionable to you, becaufe fome exercife in 
prayer who have but finall gifts, and the inac- 
curacies of whole language are to you dilgufting. 
But we can aiTure you, upon good evidence, 
that thofe prayers which are very plain indeed, 
and the phrafeology of which will not fland the 
teft of ciiticifm, are frequently fo Scriptural, fo 
devout, and withal fo appropriate to the feel- 
ings and trials of the Chriflian, as to render 
them highly ufeful. Some abfent themfelves 
through a diilike to being called upon to ex- 
ercife in prayer themfelves : but this Ihould 
not deter tbem,. feeing our focieties are free ; we 
have no compulfatory laws, every individual is at 
liberty to comply with or refufe fuch invitations, 
according to the perfuafion of his own mind. 
. But in regard to giving countenance to prayer 
meetings by your perfonal attendance, we urge 
you to it by the confiddration both of duty and in- 
tereft : if you are abfent, let it not be fo much 
becaufe you lack inclination, as becaufe you lack 
opportunity : if you would ftrengthen the hands 
of your minifter, if you would promote the union 
and profperity of the church, then follow the 
apoftle's dire<Slion, " Not forfaking the aflembling 
*^ of yourfelves together, as the manner of fome 
« is.'' Heb. x/25. 

IL To you who once conftanlly attended them, 
an(i that with advantage to yourfelves and others, 
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we addrefs the expoflulatory t^roof of the 
apoflle: " Ye did run well, who did hinder 
" you ?" Gal. v. 7. Suffer mc to expoftulate 
with you upon this head, and endeavour to fhew 
you, that you have adopted a line of condudfc 
incompatible with the duty you owe to the churchy 
and have forfaken your own mercies, -Are you 
fure, that the reafons By which you have been 
influenced to' give up your attendance are fuch 
as will bear' the tefi of the word of God, and 
which will obtain in their favour the verdidl of 
your own confcience ? 

Is it better with thy foul now than it was tben^ 
or is it as well? Have you the fame heavenly 
and cheerful frame of foul, do you walk as clofe 
with God, does the holy flame of love to God> 
fcis faints and his ordinances, burn as bright in 
yoMT bofom as it did when you regularly went up 
with us to the altar of God on our flated evenings ' 
of prayer ? Or rather is it not worfc with you ia 
all refpedts ? Are you not lefe frequent in your 
clofet devotions, or more formal and Ufelefs in. 
them ? Are you not in dofer friendfhip with, and 
more conformed to, the world? And are you not 
lefs devout and fpiritual in your affections ? We 
determine nothing upon the point, onfy propofe 
thefe qucilions to yoii, and leave you to lit ia 
judgment upon yourfelves. 

We fubmit to you who have left off attending 

prayer meetings, whether you have a right to 
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cxpe6l that high degree of foul prolperity that is 
defiraMe, ' wMlfi you live in the habitual and 
wilful negledl of one of thofe means of edifica- 
tion to which iaints of old were fo ftrongly at- 
tached, and the advantages of which^ to Chriftian 
focieties, ^ are fiill manifold and lafting? The 
church {ought Chrift in the ftreets 6f the city, in 
every flxeet; that is, in all the inftituted ordinances 
and fervices of religion: among thefe'were the 
fynagbgue worihip, where the fcriptures were 
read,^ and the places where prayer was wont to 
be.miuie< and if we expert to find God and 
have his ptefence, we mufl feek him not only 
in public and. in private, but alfo in fbcial prayer. 
Whilft our meetings of prayer are reviving on 
every fide, both as to the numbers which attend 
and the fpirit that pervades them, will you who 
were once the moil forward in them, like another 
Jonah, lie-in a profound and carnal flumber ? 
Awake ! awake 1 lukewarm Chriftian : " Re- 
** member therefore fix)m whence thou art fallen, 
*' and repent, and do the firft works." Rev. ii. 5. 
III. To you that attend prayer meetings regu- 
larly. Of thefe there are two defdriptions ; thofe 
who take no aiSlive part in the fervice, and thofe 
who do. •■ Some of the former are filent wor- 
Ihippcrs in thefe fervices only through the excefs 
of diffidence, mingled perhaps with a meafure of ^ 
the fear of man and ipirit^al pride ; Ihame alfo 
is a powerful foe, and may hold the good man, 
- M yea 
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yeft even the gifted man, back from this fervice. 
It is more than probable that fome of jrdu have 
gifts, but they have never been ftirrcd up or put 
forth by excrcife-^ and if on trial they prove to 
be fmall, be neither envious at them who have 
greater, nor ififcouraged in the exercifc of thofc 
you have ; Sod loves to work by weak inftru- 
ments, he has often done it to fecurc the glory 
of all to himfclf. 

Otliers have gifts, and grow much in the ex- 
ercife of them ; to you it may be needful to givcf 
caution and direcftion. Be watchful againfi pride 
and felf-importance; do not overvalue your gifts; 
this was the fin and folly of the G>rinthian 
church, and it gendered thofe contentions and 
divifions among them from which the apofile de- 
nominated them carnal ; as an over-prefi of (ail 
fometimes proves injurious to the veflel which 
carries it, fuch is the undue elevation of the mind 
by gifts. Exceffivc felf-admiration and outward 
applaufe has pufied up and inflated the minds of 
many profeflbrs in the mofl awful manner, that 
unto them ultimately might be applied the alarm- 
ing words of the apoftle, " Holding faith, and a 
^^ good confcience, which fome having put away, 
** concerning the faith have made Ihipwreck.^ 
I Tim. i. 19. Though we mention thefe admo- 
nitions and warnings fromilove to your fouls, we 
indulge the pleafihg thought, that we may en- 
tertain the favourable opinion of you which Paul 
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fetitertained of the Hebrews^ when he laid, " But, 
** tetovcd, we are perfuaded better things of* 
'^ you, and things which accompany falvation, 
^' though we 'thus (peak/* Heb. vi. 9* 

We ihall conclude with fome diredlions to you 
w^io take an , aclive part in prayer meetings. If 
we would derive from them all the advantaged 
they are capable of affording, we mufl conduft 
them upon a. wife and prudent plati. The beauty, 
the ipirlt, and tha edification of thefe exercifes 
are. Id ft, when thofe who engage in prayet ard 
long ^nd.ule tautology; then they are tedious and 
irkfoine,^and the mind departs fatigued and de- 
prelTed, inflead of beinjg refrefhed and ftrengthr 
ened. 

The per(bh pfaying fhould not fpeak to (jod 
as ^a individij^l, but, as it is a focial fervice, he 
fhould fpeak m a manner fuitable to it. To pray 
in the church in the fame ftyle as in tlie clofet, 
making his own perfonal wants, trials, and tempta- 
tions, the whole fubjelfl of his prayer, is ihcon^ 
fiftent with the nature and delign of the fervice. 

It is equally wrong to make our prayers the 
medium pf publishing our political creed. To en- 
deavour to make God a party in thofe differences 
which fubfifl among good men on the fubjedl of 
public meafures, is wrong in itfelf, and tends to 
defiroy that harmony and good-will which it is 
one end of thefe meetings to promote. 

Neither let your prayefs be tin4|:uiicd with the 
M 2 ' Jeaven 
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leaven df your private difputes and contenfions ^; 
this is ndf the place nor the time to^ hring railing 
Peculations againli your brother, nor yet to vin- 
dicate yourfelf from thofe which he may bring 
again (i you. When, therefore, you arc in.ibcial 
prayef, endeavour tb forget thefe things, and let 
your zeal for the glory of God and, the profpcrity 
of Zion fvvallow up all lefler confiderations. 

tVhilft fome good men carry their private dif- 
putes and their political creeds to their prayer 
meetings, the prayers of others look more like 
an cxpofitory ledlure than. an addrcfs to the Deity. 
There is no need to explain, the fcriptures.to the 
Alrtiighly, nor is the period of our fpeaking to 
God the fuitable time for doing it to our fellow- 
creatuiies. 

Finally, thofe who are a inouthilor the church 
to Gpd in our prayer meetings fhould endeavour 
to furniili their minds well with the knowledge 
of fcripture ; this will affift them not only to 
offer fuitable petitions, but give them a facility 
of expreflion which will prove pleafant to them- 
felves and edifying to others. The ufe, however, 
of fcripture exprefliotis is carried to an extreme 
when they make the whole of prayer, and are 
introduced without any regard either to propriety 
or connexion. 

Plainnefs and fimplicily fliould alfo be fiudied 

in prayer meetings : for a plain man to fill his 

prayer witlb fene woras, is as unnatural as for a 
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ploughman to cover his ruftic coat with gold and 
filver fpangles, which, inftead of exciting the 
admiration of any, would only produce the pity 
and contempt qf all fenfible and difcrect perfons. 

Let us then every one, in our meetings of . 
prayer, ftudy the things which tend to edification, 
coming to them with an humble, ferious, and 
-devout fpirit, ftudying the general ftate of the 
fociety to which we beloxi^, and the various wants^ 
trials, and temptations, with which individuals 
^re furrounded, and earneftly and afFe6lionately 
commend the whole to the notice and bleffing of 
the great Head of the church. Prayer meetings 
-conduded upon this plan, and attended with this 
^irit, will tend much to unite, llrengthen, and 
enlarge the boundaries of our Zion, and confe*- 
quently ftiottld he ^countenanced by all who fin- 
ccrely iove the Iiord Jefus Chrift, Now to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be equal 
^d enctiefe pi^ifea. ^mejf. 
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SERMON VL 

FAMILY PRAyE;B., 



Joshua xxiv. 15, 
J5«/ as for me and my houfe, we will ferve the Lord^ 

MOSES, tlhe man of God, and the faithful 
and ardent friend of the tribes of Ifrael, 
was now gone to the houfe appointed for ?iU 
living, and, though not permitted to enter the 
land of promife, was gone into that more glo- 
rious reft, of which the earthly Canaan Was only, 
a figure; and Jofliua, who fpake the words of 
jny text, and who had been the minifter of Mo- 
fes, was appointed his fucceflbr. His call was 
clear and unequivocal, Mofes having (no do\ibt 
by Divine direction) marked hini out as hisfucceC, 
for, and ordained him to it by having " laid his 
*^ hands upon him." Deut xxxiv. 9. It was, 
however, more plainly and diftindly recognifed 
in the following paflage : ^"^ Now after the death 
*^ of Mofes, the fervant pf the Lord, it came to 
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^ pais, that the Lord fpake unto Joihua the fon 
** of Nun, Mofes's minifter, faying, Mofes my 
^ fervant is dead ; now therefore arife, go over 
*^ this Jordan, thou and all this people.'* Jofli.i. 
1, 2. The work to which he was called was great 
apd difficult, but his call was clear and his en^ 
couragcment great, having this gracious promife 
from the Lord, " There fhail not any man be 
^ able to fland before thee all the days of thy 
" life ; as I was with Mofcs fo I will be with 
" thee, I will not fail thee nor forfake thee,*' 
chap. i. 5. 

This Jofhua was one of the twelve perfons de- 
puted to execute the important and dangerous 
fervicc of making difcoveries in the land of Ca- 
naan, and one of the only two out of that num- 
ber which remained faithful to their God and 
their country, making an impartial and encou- 
raging report of the land, and endeavouring 
thereby to encourage the faith and hope of their 
brethren. 

As a man '' full of the fpSrlt of wiiaom," 
Deut. xxxiv. 9. the tribes* of Ifrael formed high 
cxpedlations of Jodiua, and not only cheerfully 
acquiefced in his call to be the fuccefTor of Mofes, 
but in the moft zealous and afFeftionate manner 
avowed their attachment to his perfon, and their 
unlimited fubjedlion to his authority, in the fol- 
iovving declaration : '^ All that thou commandeft 
^^ us we will do, and whitherfoever thou fendeft 
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^^ US we will go; according as we bearlLened unto< ' 
<* Mofes in all things, fo will we hearken unto 
^^ thee ; only the Lord thy God be with thee as 
" he was with Mofes/' chap. L a6, a 7. 

In no one infiance did he come ihort of the 
chanuSier given, or the expectation formed of . 
him : by hb difintereflednefi he was enabled to 
refifl all thofe enfixaring temptations by which 
men in fuch exalted ilations as his are induced to 
fwerve from their fidelity. By his undaunted 
courage he was enabled to face without difinay 
the numerous and warlike legions of the Ca- 
uaanitifh nations. In the midfl of his moH briU 
liant vidlories he never became proud nor af« 
fuming, nor did he ever forego any of thofe pru- 
dent and cautious meafures which refult from the 
combination of wifdom and experience. 

As the leader of Ifrael he was a figure and 
type of the Captain of our falvation, of whom 
one prophet defcribes Jehovah as thus fpeaking : 
*^ Behold, I have given him for a witnefs to the 
^' people, a leader and commander to the peo- 
*^ pie." Ifa. Iv. 4. Jolhua was typical of this 
great perfonage in his name, office, and exploits. 
For as he was called of God to lead the Jews 
into the promifed land, fo Chrift was appointed 
to lead the true fpiritual Ifrael into " a better 
" country, that is, an heavenly." Heb. xi. 16. 
As a believer, he was an exemplary pattern of 
urilhaken faith in the promifes of God, conftant 
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ckpendence upon his aid and blefling, and a 
patient enduring of the vexations and difficulties 
which he had to encounter in carrying the chil- 
dren of Ifrael into Canaan. In the whold tenour 
of his own experience and pradlice he exempli- 
fied the truth, the purity, and the energy of the 
religion he profefled, and gave the people among 
whom he filled the office of chief governor a 
pattern worthy of their imitation. 

The difcourfe out of which I have fele6led the 
words of my text, and which was delivered by 
him juft before his departure from our world, 
evinces the fufpicions he entertained of their re- 
iapfing again into idolatry, and exprefies ihat 
ferioufiiefs of Ipirit, and that x^oncern for the 
welfare of the church, which is worthy of a 
dying faint. He urges upon them the fear of 
God, and, an unreferved obedience to his com- 
mands, and points out to them the bleflednefg 
which attaches to a courfe of holy obedience, and 
the awful judgments which muft fooner or later 
follow a contrary line of conduft. 

Whatever may be their determination upon 
this fubjedl, he is refolved for himfelf to adhere 
firmly to the worfhip of the one living and true 
God, and to exert all his authority and influence 
to engage every branch of his own family in the 
fame honourable fervice. This holy refolation 
does great credit to the leader of Ifrael^ and is 

worthy 



( i?o > 

worthy of the ferious conlideration of all the 
heads of Chrifiian families. 

The particular regard which Jbfliua paid to fa-- 
jnily religion will appear highly interefting if we 
recoiled the exalted ftation which he filled. The 
love and pradHce of religion in any character, 
however mean and obfcure his fituation in life, 
is lovely and pleafing, and affords a ilrong proof 
of the fovereignty and omnipotence of divine 
grace ; but it is cfpecially fo in thofe who fill the 
higheft offices in the ftate, becaufe their tempta- 
tions are not only many and various, but they 
are uncommonly ftrong and powerful ; hence it 
is that we fee fuch evident and abundant proof 
of that text, ** For ye fee your calling, brethren, 
^' how that not many wile men after the fleih, 
^ not many mighty, not many noble, are called." 
I Cor. i. 26. Jolhua was a Angular exception to 
this humbling truth, and through the grace and 
bleffing of God maintained the fpirit and pradlice 
of his religion to the lafl: ; no change of circum- 
llances, either perfonal, donieftic, or national^ 
either .warped his judgment, corrupted his prin- 
ciples, or induced him once to ftep afide froni 
the paths of righteoufnefs. 

His attention to the concerns of religion will 
alfo appear extraordinary, if we confider the 
multitude of his cares and employments both in 
the field and in the council. It is natural to in- 
fer 
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fer fhis from the nature of the office which he 
filled, an offi<ie of high refponfibility both to 
God and men, and which muftof neceffity have 
occtrpied a large proportion of his time and at- 
tention. Had he been like too many ftatefmen 
of later times, he would not only have negledled 
religion himfelf, but he would have thought 
nothing the worfe of any who hated it and 
Jaughed at it as nothing but mere prieftcraft; and 
whether his family either adhered to or neglected 
it, would have been to him a matter of equal in- 
diffetehct : Gallio-like, he would have cared for 
jionie of thefe things, and have thought the duties 
and difficulties of his ftation a fufficient apology 
for the total heglec?!: of religion. 
'' To tee the fiill extent of Jolhua's devotednefs 
to God 'and religion, we muft obferve the flatc 
of religion apaong the tribes at this time. Though 
they ^Vere given to iinderftand that the ancient 
inhabitants of the land were caft out for their 
idolatries; and that "their own tribes had fmarted 
for their folly in making the golden calf, thou- 
lands'being deflroyed by the fiefy flying ferpents, 
yet they kre ftill hankering after the gods of the 
land. But Jofliua, inflead of being flaggered 
either hi his faith or his pradVice, inftead of either 
conforming to their linful pradtices, or in the leaft 
degree conniving at tljem, fets himfelf refolutely to 
difcountenance them, boldly charges them to put 
jiway their ftrange gods, and ferve the Lord in 
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iificerity and truth; and in the ftrength of the 
Lord lays down this refdution^ ^^ As for me and 
** ray houfe^ we will fervc the LonL*' > 

From this pafiage I am going to lecommeiul.t^ 
you a religious concecn for the infirudion and 
ialvationof yourhoufeholds, through the medium 
of family devotions^ elpecially prayer : in doing 
this 1 ihall arrange my ideas upon the iiibjed 
under a few general obfervations. 

Obf. L Chriftiim mincers JhmU fmoujly and 
frequently urge the imfortance^ and explain the nature 
of tins duty to the heads of religious families. 

Whilfl we acknowledge that it is an impcaiant 
and interefting part of ^rdi^on^ and 'that the 
ii^Ieft of it produces tiBe moil hs^eful sffdOis 
both in the world and in the church, bow can 
we but lament the depline and difuie of it an^ng 
profel&Dg Cbri&ians^ and that too without any 
pain or remorfe^ as if there was no duty ne- 
^le6ledj^ nor any lin committed, whilft we ihew 
a total difregard to the eternal welfare of the 
fouls of our children and fervants ? Toinfiru^t;^ 
reprove, and exhort the heads of families upon 
this part of religion, is the indifpeniable duty of 
Chriflian pafiors ; a duty to which they are 
ilrongly urged by the coniideration, that £imi]y 
devotions very much fubierve and promote the 
ufefulnefs of thofe which are more public: they 
lend, under the bleffing of God, to prepare the 
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laind for the reception of the good feed of the 
word. 

If it be an important and indifpenfable part of 
Chriflian duty in tiiofe who have the gofpel <rf 
Chrift miniftered among them conftantly with 
faithfulness and power, how much moie import- 
ant mufl: it be in thofe families who arc fo cir- 
cumfianced as to have very little, if any, of the 
means df grace within their reach ; or if they 
have them, they are adminiftered by fuch per- 
fons, and m fuch a way, as that they tan hardly 
fail of being totally unprofitable to thofe who 
attend them. Family dievbtion, being nearly the 
only ibciiai worfhip fuch perfons have, ihould be 
cheiifhed with more than ordinary care, and the 
ficads of fuch families fliould aim to fbrm their 
lioufeholds into a church, and they may confi- 
dently expedt that the Father of mercies will 
meet with and blefs them. We have fome reafon 
for thankfulnefs, that ^hilft the good old pradtice 
of worshipping God in the family is falling into 
difufe with feme (cfpedally among thofe who re- 
ject the divinity of Chrift, his atonement and 
righteoufnefs, together with the work of the 
Holy Spirit)^ it is reviving and extending among 
others. 

The heads of Chriftian families fhould refera- 
ble, in fome degree, the great Head of the 
church, who there fuftains the charaftfers of pro- 
phet, priefl, and kirtjg. The duty of fiunily in- 

ftrudlion 



( 174 ) 

firudion was exprefsly enjoined nponr Jewiflj, pa- 
rents in Deiit. xi. 19, 20. ^^ And ye Ihall teach 
^*. them'* (the.dcxdlrines and commands of .the 
Jewiih religion.) .". your children^ ipeaking of 
^' them when .thou iitteft in thy hpufe, and vyhen 
" thou walkeft by ^Jie way;> when thou, lieft 
/^ dp.wn, and when thou rifefi up ; and thou fhalt 
*^ write them uj^^ontjihe door-pofls of thine houfej 
" and upon thy gatcs,'^ ; . , ... 

Parents ^nd, mailers fliould alfo. fn a peculiar 
manner ajifwef to the apoftle's defcription, ".An 
*^ holy. prieJfthood, tO:^off€r np fpiritijal/acrificcs 
** acceptablie to Gq4 hy Jefps Chi:ift.'!..i..f!et. ii. 5. 
The facrifices bcre fpoken ,pf wer^ .not typical or 
bloody, faqrifices, but prayer ^nd.prc^ife j por are 
there any facrifices of this ki;id morq^ a<gcjeptable ' 
to God. than thofe which. the. he^ads 9y,jEajpailies 
devoutly offer to God upon their faix\ily filter?. 

To Chriftian parents is alfo affigneH.tb^ q^err 
ciie of authority and government, . This- is appli-^ 
cable to all Chriflians, though in Uie..paflage I 
am going to cite, it is principally fpoken to pii- 
piflers ; but in this they are to be exaiiiple^ to 
others : " One that ruleth vyell his own houfe, 
*^ having his children in fubje6tion with all gra- 
** vity. For if a man know not how to rale his 
" own houfe, how. fhall he take care of the 
^^ houfe of God ?" i Tim. iii. 4, 5. The govern^ 
nient of the Chriftian parent mpft not be of that 
arbitrary and tyrannic kind in which the pride, 
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felf-^wUl, and paffian of the governor will. ap- 
pear . as prominent features ; this will Ihew more 
of the natural man than of the Chrifti^p, and more 
ftrongly refembles. "the ;prince of the power of the 
" air, the fpirit that now worketh in ^e children 
:*^ of difobedience/* Eph. ii. 2. than the meek 
and lowly Jefus, wjbofe reprefentative he is fup- 
pofed to be. Jefus.Chrift, in the exercife of his 
offices, fliews much gentlenefe, comp^ffion, and 
forbearance, towards his people; it is therefore 
the. duty of ^U his followers to igiitate his ex- 
ample. ,: • 

Though prftyer forms the. principal part of % 
oiily devotion, yet it may and often . is united with 
other profitable; podinftrniSliveexercifes, among 
.which are. reding and. expo.unding. thjQ holy 
fcripturcs, iingtng praifes to God, and catechifing 
the younger parts of* the family : the latter of 
' thefe, is a very important fervice, and ^ has been 
productive of much good, Thofe who either 
have. IK) evening le6lures in. their pji^ces of wor- 
ihip, or who inarke a point of never . attending 
them, may devote the Lord's day evening to thfe 
good work ;; ^tnd^ thofe wha have not opportunity 
for it at that time, if they feel its importance, will 
iind other feafons. for it. 

Like many other branches of religion, family 
devotion, if not condudled in a proper manner, 
might almofi: as well be left undone, becaufe it 
iE)/ill neither be acceptable to God nor profitable 
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to ourfelves. It is delirable, in the performance 
of this fervice^ that all the family ihoul4 unite lii 
it^ fervants as well as others : to accomplilh this^, 
much depends on the choice of time ; it ihould 
be at an hour lead liable to inteAiiptioti, either 
from the vifits of pur friends, the bafinefs of the 
world, or the domefiic duties of the family ; it 
Should be in the morning befoi'e the commence- 
ment of worldly occupations^ and lit night before 
the body is quite worn down with fatigue ; other- 
wife our offerings will be defediive, and we Ihall 
be fubje6l to fome fuch reproof as that addrefled 
to the Jews : >* And if ye offer the blitid fbr ik- 
*^ crifice, is it not evil ? And if j'C offer the Umc 
u and lick, is it not evil? Offer it now to thy 
^* governor, will he be pleafed with thee, or Hg^ 
** ceptthy perfon? faith the Lord of hofls.** Mai. 
L 8. 

Obf. II. Family devotion is clearly and firongly 
reeormneftded infcripure. 

Sometimes it is done by hints and allufions ; 
this is exemplified in the declaration which thQ 
Lord makes concerning the father of the faithful, 
when he fays, " I know him, that he will com- 
" mand his children, and his houfehold after him ; 
*^ and they fhall keep the way of the Lord, to 
*^ do juliice and judgment, that the Lord may 
** bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
•* fpoken of him." Gen. xviii. 19, Here it is 
teken lor granted, that Abraham would eamefily 

look 
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look to the religious ftate of his family; and exert 
himfelf to Ihiew every branch of it the way of 
truth and righteoufnefs. 

The duty of inftrudting and bringing up the 
family in the knowledge and worihip of God id 
cxprefsly enjoined upon godly parents. In the 
Old Tcftament the injun<5lion runs thus : " Train 
*' up a chjld in the way he fliould go, and when 
** he is old he will not depart from it.'* Prov. 
xxii. 6. In the New it is as follows : *^ And ye 
^^^ fathers provoke not your children to wrath, 
*^ but bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
'^ nition of the Lord." Bph. vi. 4^ We fhould 
not only endeavour to realize thefe commands 
by our occaiional advice and inftrudion, but in 
flated and regular ieafons of family devotion. 
If thefe labours of love are crowned with fuc- 
ceft, how beneficial is the efFedt both to patents 
and children, eipecially the latter ! Solomon thus 
ipeaks of it : *^ My fbn, keep thy father's com^ 
^* mandmentj and forfake not the law of thy 
*^ mother. Bind them continually upon thy 
*' heart, and tic them about thy neck. When 
^* thou gocft it fliall lead thee ; when thou fleepell 
'^ it fhall keep thee ; and when thou awakefi: it 
^^ fhall talk with thee; for the commandment is 
'/ a lamp, and the law is light, and reproofs of 
f* infirudtion are the way of life." Prov. vi« 
20-^23, 
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Again : Family religion is recommended by an- 
cient cuftoms. It was an idolatrous and wicked 
religion which Micah eftablifhed in his family, 
and to perform the fervices of nHiich he hired an 
indigent Levite of Bethlehem- Judah, as related in 
the following fcripturc : " And Micah faid unto 
^^ him. Dwell with roe, and be unto me a fa- 
** ther and a prieft, and I will give thee tea ^ 
** fhekels of filver by the year, and a fuit of ap«^'' 
*^ parel, and thy vi(5tuals. So the Levite went 
** in. And Micah confecrated the Levite, andi 
*' the youilg man became his prieft, and ^as id ^ 
<^ the houfe of Micah." Judged xvii. io--^i2. Afk 
the exifteiice of good coin gives rife ttf that' 
which is bafe and counterfeit, ih like niaHner 
corrupt fyfteiiis of teligious wcfrfhip are fofged in 
imitatioti of thofei which jire true ; it is thetefore 
reafonable to conclude, that this idolatrous wor- 
Ihip performed iri the family of Micah was ia 
corruption of foriip fpecies of family religion 
pradlifed in better times, and by better men. It 
is plain, that ifi the times of Saul there were fa- 
mily facrifices, for David frames his excule for 
being abfent from Saul's court upon this well- 
known cuftom, advifing Jonathan (in cafe his 
father iliould inquire after hiili) to fay, *^ David 
*^ earneftly afked leave 6f me, that he tnight run 
" to Bethlehferti his city, for there is a yearly fa- 
•' crifice there for all the family." i Sam. xx. 6. 
It is not at all unlikely that the fail was really 
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fo, and that there was in the family of David a 
day of thankfgiving and prayer on fome extraor- 
dinary occafion. 

But we find the plaineft and ftrongeft recom- 
mendation of family worfhip. in the .example of 
the faints of God in every age of the church : 
the patriarchs were remarkable for their attention 
to. this fervice ; though they ^* fojourned in the 
*^ landof promife as in a ftrange country, dwell- 
" ing in tabernacles.'* Heb. xi. 9. Yet wherever 
^ they pitched their tents, their firft care was to 
creel an altar for Gfod, and offer up the unfeigned 
and devout facrifices of prayer and praife. Sec 
Gen. xii. 7, 8. and chap. xxvi. 15. and chap. xlvi. i . 
That David was a man who felt ftrongly for the 
ijpiritual intereft of his family is plain by his well- 
known and dyihg declaration : ^^ Although my 
'* houfe be not fo with God, yet he hath made 
'^ with me an everlafting covenant, ordered in all 
"things and fure } for this is all my falvation 
*^ and all my defire, although he made it not to 
" grow.'* 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. And that he prac- 
tifed family devotions is evident by the following 
paffage: " Then David returned to blefs his houfc- 
^^ hold." 2 Sam. vi. 20. He had been long and 
cameftly engaged in public devotion, rejoicing 
and praifing God for the return of the ark^, and 
yet when he comes back to his hoiife, his firft 
care turns upon religion, even upon bleffing hi$ 
family in the exercifcs of prayer and praife. lA 

N z Job 



( i8o ) 

Job alfo we have another fliiking example of 
family devotion: *' His fons went and fcaflcd 
^^ in their houfes, every one his day, and fent 
'^ and called for their three lifters to eat and to 
•^ drink with them ; and it was fo, when the 
" days of their feaiting were gone about, that 
^^ Job fent and fandlificd them, and rofc up early 
^* in the morning, and offered burnt-offerings 
*^ according to the number of them all ; for Job 
^^ laid. It may be that my fons have linned and 
^' curfcdGod in their hearts: thus did Job conn 
^* tinually." Job i, 4, 5. Yh)u that are heads of 
families go and do likewife ; gather your children? 
and. fervants round you, and offer up for them, 
the facrifice of humble and importuhate prayer; 
they have all linned, and Hand much in need of 
the benefit of that one great atonehient which 
all the ancient facrifices typified. Explain to 
them its nature and importance, and urge them 
to a believing dependence upon it for their whole 
falvation. 

Chrift alfo, when he retired from his more 
public fervices, accuflomed himfelf to inftrudi 
and pray with his difciples in their domeHic 
circles ; and it appears, that firom fome of tbele 
they received more full and fatisfa6l:ory explana-- 
tions of the great dodlrines and myfterious proi- 
vidences of God than they had obtained through 
the more public fervices. In Ihort, Chriftians, 
in all times and, in all places^ have followed 
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Jofliua in a confcientious regard to the religiou* 
ftate of their families, and have inftrudled and 
prayed with them. 

Obf. III. The nature and extent of the obliga^ 
tlons which the heads of Chriftlan families are under 
to this duty. 

The flate of their families often renders it in- 
difpenfable. Children and fervants, it may be, 
are alike ignorant of themfelves, their God, and 
the way of falvation by Jefus Chrift. Think 
then of the afFedling interrogation of our blefled 
Lord : " What is a man profited if he Ihall gain 
*^ the whole world and Ibfe his own foul ? or 
** what Ihall a man give in exchange for his 
*^ foul?" Matt. xvi. 26. They overlook this 
•great truth, and arc bufied only about the things 
of time ; they know not how, and therefore can* 
not pray for themfelves ; they have no defire to- 
wards God, and therefore will not. How ought 
you then to pity their fouls, and pray for and 
with them, be a mouth for God to them, and a 
mouth for them to God ! O afpire to the honour 
of becoming a father in Chrift to fome of your 
own houfehold ! But fhould you have the felicity 
to have your children and fervants already walk- 
ing in the ways of the Lord, prayer in your fa- 
xnilies is no lefs a duty, becaufe you have family 
mercies for which to be thankful, family fins to 
confefs, family wants to be fupplied, family trials 
aUd cares, together with family duties^ for which 
. N 3 alone 
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alone the grace of God can be your fufficiency j 
and hence it is fuitable and pleafing for the whole 
family jointly to wreftle with God in prayer for 
fuch blcffings as fliail advance their pautual edifiT 
cation. 

Again, our obligation to this duty arifes froni 
the regard we owe to the welfare of our country. 
Thofe families in which there is no fear of God,. 
no devotional exercifes, can be little better than 
nurferies of vice and irreligion. If parents an4 
maflcrs were in general frequent and fpiritual 
in this holy work of praying in their families, 
who can calculate the good eflfeda which would 
arife to fociety ? But the want of family religion 
is one reafon why fo many young perfons turn- 
out bad membefs of the community. The fa-* 
milies, it may be, in which they have lived have 
been little more than heathens ; no reading of 
the word of God, no reproof for fin, no prayei: 
to God ; hence they not only come forth without 
any religious knowledge, and without any fear of 
God before their eyes, but they are totally defti- 
tute of every moral principle, and confequently 
ftand upon the precipice of that temporal and 
eternal ruin, into which the depravity of human 
nature and the flrong temptations of the devil 
have already hurried fo many thoughtlefs young 
perfons. Let not any of us then who are heads 
of families, either by our perfonal irreligion, or the 
negle6t of thofe duties which we are now recom- 
mending. 
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mending, contribute in any degree to fuch tragi- 
cal fceries, but rather let the holinefe of our lives, 
and the piety of our family devotions, fay to our 
children and fervants, ",This is the way, walk ye 
« in it." 

Once more : Our obligations to this duty are ma- 
nifeft by a rccolledlion of the refponfibilily which 
attaches to the heads of families. The apoftle 
has faid, ^^ If any provide not for his own, ef- 
^* pecially for his own houfe, he hath denied the 
** faith, and is worfe than an -infidel." i Tim* v. 8. 
, Is it fo great a crime for heads of families to 
aeglei^ the common and temporal ftate of thofe 
whom. Providence has placed under their care and 
l^otedlion ? It muft fureJy be an offence of much 
higher magnitude to negled their fouls, and that 
in proportion as the eternal welfare of the foul 
is fupcrior to the prefent welfare of the body. 
Heads ; of families are ftewards ; they have fouls 
committed to their care ; and as miniAers muft 
one day give account of their ftewardfliip, fo 
mufi they. Grod fays to fuch, in regard to their 
children and fervants. Bring them up for me. 
Some xx( their fouls may be faved, fome of them 
may be loft; by Ae pradtice of family devotion 
you may promote ths former, by the negledl of 
it you may haftcn the latter. How truly awful 
ywiiuld it be to hear your children and fervants 
in' the laft day apologizing for their ignorance 
and irreligion in fome fuch way as thist *^ We 
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f^ lived in a family profeiling religion, it is traOji 
^^ but we never heard the word of God read} 
** we never heard one prayer put up to God fop 
^5 the falvation of our fouls; we never had any 
** inftruAion or exhortation in regard to eternal 
*^ things ; and therefor^^ if our fouls are loft^i 
** we owe the dreadful evil, in part, to the crir 
f^ minal negligence of our fupcriors.^* 

Laftly, there is an obligation to this good work 
ariiing out of the nature of the times in which 
we live ; not merely becaufe they are calamitous 
times, although this confideration ihoukl quicken 
us to more adlivity and seal in every reiigipns 
duty, whtether perfonal, relative, or public But 
what I refer to principally, is the aftivity and 
fuccefs of the partifans of infidelity and irreli- 
gion. That fcripture may, in fome meaiiire, be 
applied to our own times : " Wo to the inha<r 
f* hitants of the earth, and of the fea, for the 
^' devil is come down unto you, having great 
?^ wrath, becaufe he knoweth that he hath but a 
^' Ihort time." Rev. xii. 12. Infidelity is allowed 
by all to have had a rapid and extenfive fpread 
of late — has not the want of family religion con- 
tributed much towards it? and would not the 
enlargement and revival of this prefent one flrbng 
barrier againft its prpgrefs ? It is not the wifdom 
or the eloquence of the enemies of Chriftianity 
that has made fo many converts to infidelity 
among the rifing generation ; but it is the ignp^ 
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fant and irre%ious ilate in which they were 
found when aflailed by the enemies of Chrift and 
his truth. JEqually eftranged from the principles, 
enjoyments, dnd duties of the Chriflian religion, 
they could neither refute the objeAion, nor with- 
fiand the fneer of the infidel, notwithftanding 
they were alike weak and contemptible. All the 
eloquent declamations which have of late been 
produced againft infidelity, and in favour of fo- 
xaal order, moral principles, and revealed reli- 
gion, have done little or nothing towards reme^ 
dying the evil of which- we complain. If the 
iorrent of infidelity and irreligion which now run$^ 
down our fireets is ever diminilhed, it will not 
be hy means like thefe — no, it mufl be by the 
preaching of the pure gofpel of Chrifi, that gof- 
pcl which, -when it is faithfully miniilered, is the 
power of God to ialvation. It mufl: be by a revival 
of the power of religion in the fouls of thofe 
wba are heads of families. Then, infiead of 
living in the total negledl of family religion^ 
they will feel that they are called upon not only 
to renounce the world and fin themfelves, but 
to look ^fter the falvation of the fouls of their 
phildren and fcrvants ; and inftead of ipending 
fhtk evenings in the pleafures and difiiipations of 
the world, they will be exercifing the offices of 
,{Ht>phet and prieft in their families, by infl:ru<9:ing 
.tlj^^m in the knowledges of the fcriptures, and 
. pffcripg 
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offering up to God fot them the facrifiecs of prayei 
and praife. . . 

Obf. IV. To a wife and regular pef^omumee of 
family devotions there are many hindrances and dif- 
couragements. 

I have no doubt but there are heads of families 
who have not yet commenced the profitable work 
of reading the fcriptures and praying in their 
houfes, who feel the importance of the duty, and 
are very delirous of performing it, but know not 
how to overcome the difficultiei which lie in 
their way : nay, they are not only ddirous of it^ 
but that it is not yet done is a great butden and 
grief to tliem ; they have refolved upon it ilgain 
and again, cordially approve it in others^, and 
often with pleafure join with them, feeling «t the 
fame time a confcious fhame at having €o long 
negleded a known and important duty. 

One difficulty, perhaps, in your way is tbefup- 
pofed want of time : this is an imaginary hin- 
drance ; it is not the abfolute want of time ; the 
evil lies in not laying it out wifely. Jacob inufl 
have been much engaged with care when he and 
his whole family were going down into Egypt to 
Jofeph; yet it is faid, that ^^ Ifrael took his journey 
*^ with all that he had, and came to Beerflieba, 
*^ and offered facrifkes unto the God of his fa- 
" ther Ifaac." Gen. xlvi. i. Well as he loved 
Jofeph, and ardently as be longed to fee him, 
yet will he not negleft the worfhip of God to 

haften 
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baiien it ; and let every profeffor remember who 
has faid, *^ He that loveth father or mother more 
*^ than me is not worthy of me; and he that 
•" loveth fon or daughter more than me is not 
^r worthy of me ; and he that taketh not his 
^^ crofs, and folio weth after me, is not worthy 
^y of me/' Matt-'x. 37, 38. The fpirit of this 
paffage extends a great way. If we are fo de- 
voted to the cares, interefts, and pleafui:es of the 
world, as to leave no time for family devotion, 
18 it not becaufe we love the world more than 
God ? When the Jews of old withheld the Lord's 
tithes and oiFeiings, and devoted all their worldly 
fubftance to their own perfonal ufe, God faid, 
^f Will a man rob God ? yet ye have robbed me. 
f ^ But ye fay, Wherein have we robbed thee ? la 
*f tithes and oflferings ; ye are curfed with a curfe, 
*^ for ye have robbed me, even this whole na- 
^^ tion.*' MaK iii. 8, 9. This awful denuncia- 
tion xefpedls an omiffion of duty, nor ought we 
to fuppofe th^t it was a greater fin to negle<9; 
bringing the appointed tithes into God's houfe, 
than it is to negled our own fouls, and thofe of 
our fcrvants and children, for and with whom it 
is our bounden duty to pray : nay, if there be 
any difference, the latter muft be the greateft 
linner, becaufe he robs both God and his family 
^t once. 

But let us look narrowly into this apology of 
tlie profefling Chriftian : '* I have no time.*' 

How 
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How can this fatisfy the confciencc ? How can 
this be admitted as a true and fufficient exciife^ 
when many of you who make it find time both 
to pay and receive vifits frequently ? Nay, many 
who think to (belter themfelvcs behind this apo- 
logy from reproof for neglefting their own foals, 
and the fouls of all who dwell under their roof^ 
by the negleft of family prayer, find time to vifit 
inofi places of public entertainment, and fpend (I 
might fay murder) much time at the card-table. 
If you are of this defcriptioh of perfons, that 
you Ihould negleil all family devotion is no mat* 
ter of fijrprife ; for they who have a llrong relifh 
for the amufements of the world, never can iii- 
vour much the devout exercifes of prayer and 
reading the fcripture. If thefe things had li^ 
you more time than they have, they have led you 
into fuch company, brought on fuch converfa- 
tion, and cherifhed in your bofom fuch a temper 
of mind, as completely unfits you for the per- 
formance of fpiritual and holy exercifes. There 
is indeed, in fuch inftances, an awful proof of 
what is fpoken by our Lord : " No man can fcrvc 
" two matters t for either he will hate the one, 
*^ and love the other, or elfc he will hold to the 
" one, and defpife the other. Ye cannot ferve 
" God and mammon.'' Matt. vi. 24. 

Others of you, it may be, are deterred froni 
family devotions under an idea that you have no 
gifts. This is a point on which, perhaps, you 

have 
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have formed a hafty opinion — ^How can you de- 
cide that you have no gifts, when you have never 
made any trial ? But allowing j^^our gifts to be 
exceeding fmall indeed, and that you could only 
fay a few broken and imperfed fentences at firft, 
remember God looks at the heart ; and moreover, 
that gifts grow by exercife and ufe. You may 
have the gift of prayer, but you have either not 
yet put it forth at all, or you have not perfe- 
vered in the trial of it : I ufe, therefore, to you 
the language of an infpired apoftle : " Wherefore 
*^ I put thee in remembrance, thdt thou ftir up 
•' the gift of God which is in thee/' 2 Tim. i. 6. 
Mofes and Jeremiah both thought themielves 
deftitute of gifts, and wifhed to decline the fer- 
vice to which God called them ; the one faying, 
^' O my Lord ! I am not eloquent, neither here- 
*^ tofore nor fince thou haft fpoken unto thy 
** fervant ; but I am flow of Ipeech, and of a 
^y flow tongue." Exod. iv. 10. And the other, 
** Ah, Lord God ! behold, I cannot fpeak ! for 
*M am a child." Jer. i. 6. But the Lord en- 
couraged them to undertake the work, and he 
was with them, and blefled them. Admitting 
that, like Mofes, thou art not eloquent; that, 
like Jeremiah, thou art but a child ; be not dif- 
couraged ; call thy children and thy fervants 
around thee, do it in the ftrength of the Lord, 
and he will enlarge thy heart ; he will open thy 
mouth to fpeak J and perfedt his own praife out 

of 



( 196 ) 

of thy weaknefs ; he will Ihew thee to thy C6iti- 
fort, that it is in his power to make the ilammeref 
Ipeak plainly, and he that was even dumb to 
poflefs the tongue of the learned. 

But it may be, that your hindrance is neither 
want of time. nor want of gifts, but you havie 
forae in your family who would fet their faces 
againft all fuch religious cxercifes. This may be 
only your own apprehenfion ; neither your part- 
ner, nor your children, nor your fcrvarits, naiglit 
even once objedl to it ; or if they difliked it ever 
fo much, you have no alternative, the path of 
duty is plain before you ; your aiithority is abfo- 
lute in your family, and whether it will pleafe 
or diipleafe them^ you fhould fay,^ *' As for me 
«* and my houfe, we will ferve the Lord.*'' Ad- 
drefs yourfelf then to that honourable lind of 
a6lion which we are now marking out for you ; 
much of the oppofition and difcouragement you 
anticipate will be found imaginary ; remember, 
in purfuing this courfe, you will a6l up to your 
chara6ter as the head of a Chrillian family, yoii 
will obey God, and may expedl that he who 
turnctb the heart of man whitherfoever he pleafe, 
will make your way plain, and both profper and 
eftablifti the work of your hands. If, however, 
the refiftance Ihould be equal to all you expe6V, 
the law of God and the law of confcience bind 
you not to make any linful conceflions. Beware 
how you fufFcr natural affe6lion and the love of 
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peace to turn you afide from the praiStice of a 
well-known and important duty; perfevere in the 
good work, in the face of all oppofition, whether 
it appear in the reproachful word, the con- 
temptuous fneer, or the rebellious a6lion; the 
Lord may in iime^ by your inftrumentality, bring 
them to a brtter judgmient, and to a more devo- 
tional fpirit. 

After all, the moft powerful and fuccefsful 
hindrances to this duty, in moft of the heads 
of families where it is neglecSled, arifes from 
within their own hearts. Pride, Ihame, and 
the fear of man, operate but too powerfully upon 
the humaii mind ; and, it is to be feared, have 
kept too riiany from commencing the pradlice of 
family prayer. It is worft of all where it arifes 
from a total.want of the fpirit of prayer, and an 
entire negleft of clofet devotion. He cannot 
xeafonably be expefted to become a mouth to 
Crod for his family, who never ipedks to God in 
prayer for the falvation of his own foul; but if 
God affifts him to be frequent and importunate 
in prayer for this In the clofet, it will gradually 
prepare him for the exercife of prayer in his 
family. 

Obf. V. Family devotion has ieen produSive of 
much good, both in a moral and religious point of 
^iew. 

To forae this inflituted mode of inftru6l:ion,^ 

like all the reft of the means of grace, may yield 
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no advantage. As there are foroe fpots of ground 
fo completely flerile and barren, that no culture 
can make them fruitful, fo there are fome 
hearts fb blind and callous, that the wifeft in- 
iirudlions^ the devoutefl prayers, and the holiefl 
example, can never produce any impreffion upon 
their confciences. Notwithftanding we have the 
grief to fee fome who have been trained up in the 
moft religious manner calling off all the reflraints 
which a religious education had laid them under, 
and becoming feven times more the children of 
the world and Satan than they were before, yet 
we are fure that the Lord does abundantly blefs 
family devotion ; it is produdive of bleffings to 
individuals, to the church, and to the country. 

I. God has bleiled it to individuals. It is not 
at all improbable that the fervant of Abraham, 
who was fent to take a wife for Ifkac, had reaped 
fome profit from his mafter's pious inftrudions 
and humble fupplications at a throne of grace ; 
for whilft on his way to fulfil his mafter's com- 
mands, he dire(£ts this fuitablc and earneft petition 
to Heaven : " O Lord God of my mafter Abra- 
f* ham ! I pray thee fend me good Ipeed this day^ 
f^ and fhew kindnefs unto my mafter Abraham.'* 
Gen. xxiv. la. If Abraham had not been a 
praying mafter, he might never have been blefled 
with this praying fervant, who applied himfelf 
with fo much adtivity and zeal to the duties of 
lis ftation. Many individuals have entered into 
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the fervice bf praying families, ignorknt, indb- 
lent, and unholy, yea, mere eye-fervants, and 
God has changed them into fuch praying, dili- 
gent, and faithful ones, as this of Abraham. 

Family religion was not without its influence 
upon the mind of Jofeph. The inftrudlions and 
prayers of his godly father had produce(J in his 
nund fuch a flrong fenfe of the evil of fin, and 
fuch a holy fear of oflfending God, that, though 
but a young man, and, in the fituation he occu- 
pied in Potiphar's houfe, capable of receiving 
many advantages from the favour and friendfhip 
of his profligate miftrefs, yet he was enabled to 
withftand her criminal folicitations, accompany- 
ing his refufal with the following fuitable and 
energetic cxpoftulation : ** Behold, my matter 
*^ wotteth not what is with me in the houfe, and 
^ he hath committed all that he hath to my 
** hand. There is none greater in this houfe 
*^ than I s neither hath he kept back any thing 
*' from me but thee, becaufe thou art his wife. 
*^ How then can I do this great wickcdnefs, and 
*' fin againft God ?" Gen. xxxix. 8, 9. Carrying 
with him into Egypt the true favour of that reli- 
gion, the knowledge and experience of which he 
had obtained at the foot of his father's family 
altar, he was equally faithful to his earthly as to 
his heavenly mafler. 

Young Timothy alfo profited much at a very 
early .period of his life by thofe religious exercifes 
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of which he was a witnefs and partaker. It was 
his blefling, that his grandmother Lois^ and his 
mother Eunice, were both partakers of " un- 
** feigned faith/' 2 Tim- i. 5. ; and it is fairly to 
be inferred, that it was from their united in- 
ftrudlions and prayers that Paul was able to fay 
of him, " From a child thou haft known the 
*^ holy fcriptures.'* 2 Tim. iii. 15. How well didL 
this godly young man repay the tender care and 
religious inftru6lions of his pious relations ! and 
what an inducement Ihould this be to others to 
teach and pray with the family over which God 
has placed them. 

2. Religious exercifcs in the family prove be- 
neficial to the church. Chriftian focieties are 
confiderably flrengthened and increafed by this 
holy pradHcc. Some of us who are here to-day 
feel the ftrongeft obligations imaginable to thofe 
godly parents, who, by cauling us to kneel by 
their fide at a family altar, taught us to adore and 
blefs the eternal God as our creator and re- 
deemer. We recoUcdl with plcafure the feriout 
nefs of their manner, and the fervour of. their 
fupplications, together \vith the holincfs of their 
lives: thefe things became inftrumental in ex- 
citing in our minds fomc inquiries about God 
and eternity, raifcd forac convi6lions upon our 
confciences on account of fin, and influenced 
us fometimes to try to pray for ourfelves. We 
have heard it confeiJcd by thofc who have en- 
tered 
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tered into church fellowlhip with us, that they 
never thought of, nor felt the leaft concern about 
the falvation of their fouls, until the Lord brought 
them into families where the fcriptures were read 
every day, and prayer prefented to the God of 
heaven. 

But provided it could be proved, that neither 
children nor fervants had ever been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, direftly or entirely, by 
means of family devotions, yet how much may 
they tend to facilitate the objects propofed by the 
public inftitutions of the fanftuary ! We cannot 
but think, that both the underftandings and the 
confciences of thofe who are branches of religious 
£imilies are .more acceffible to the outward mi- 
niftrations of the truth than others ; though we are 
alTured, that all are alike fo to God when he is 
picafed to fay, *^ Ephphatha, that is. Be opened.*' 
Mark vii. 34. 

3. Family devotions ultimately prove beneficial 
to the country in which they abound. The head 
of every prayerlefe family contributes much to 
the infidelity and irreligion of the times. Children 
and fervants are told by his example that religion 
is a thing of no importance, that there is no 
great need of going either to church or meeting 
on the Lprd's Day, and that God is too merciful 
to be angry with our devoting, at leaft a part of 
it, to pleafure and vifiting ; and even fome who 
would be thought to be good Chriftians and rigid 
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moralifts, frequently inveigh againft what they 
call a puriUmical ohfervation of the fabiaih. Pro- 
vided they devote fome part of the day to devo- 
tion, they think they may fpend the evening very 
innocently at the neareft and moft fafhionable 
promenade, or in fome fnug convivial party ; 
and whilft they are thus employed, their fervants 
and their children alfo are roving at large, " SM 
^^ fheep having no Ihepherd," imbibing habits 
and forming connexions which ultimately make 
tlicm bad members of the community. 

But look at the family in which God is truly 
Known and feared, the heads of which ini)ru£)i 
and pray with them, and urge upon them the 
great dodlrines of Chrifiianity, and thofe pure 
morals which refult from the knowledge and ex- 
perience of it in the foul. The fubordinate branches 
of fucli families arc every evening kept out of the 
common and crowded haunts of ignorance and 
vice, and are occupied in fervices which not only 
bear fame relation to the intcrefls of their owa 
immortal fouls, but which have alfo a tendency 
to form them into wife, induflrious, and ufeful 
citizens. In fhort, wherever family devotions are 
condu61cd in a proper manner, and produce their 
proper efleds, fuch a family becomes orderly, 
united, and induftrious ; it is indeed, in a degree, 
an emblem of that fociety above, where neither 
difcord nor mifery ever enter. Such families are 
tJie beauty and the ftrength of fociety : mgy the 

Lord 
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Lord abundantly incrcafe their number ! I fbaU 
now conclude with an endeavour to make fome 
improvement of this fubjcdt, by addrcfEng myfclf 
to feveral defcriptions of hearers. 

I. To you who never have pradlifed the duty 
of family prayer. Let me entreat you to refledl 
ferioufly upon the fubjcdt ; weigh the few plain 
hints which have now been given you upon it. 
Oh that this might be the happy day in which 
you fliall be brought to fay with Jofhua, " A§ 
" for me and my houfe, we will fcrve the Lord." 
May the Lord give you grace and ftrength to put 
this holy refolution into pradice. l)on*t be de- 
terred any longer from a line of conduct which 
your judgment approves as excellent, and which ' 
your confcience commands as a duty. Now let 
your children and fervants be called round you 
to hear you read the holy fcriptures, and alk 
God's blcffing upon them, both in providence 
and grace. Make no more vain excufes, liften 
no more to the fuggeftions of your unbelieving 
hearty which feems to whifper, " there is a lion 
•^ in the way." I am calling you to a fervice 
isvhich you cannot continue to negledl without, 
in the moft dire6l manner, violating tKc duty 
you owe to God, to your family, to the church, 
and to your country. A rife, then, confult no 
longer with flefli and blood ; try to pray with 
your family in the ftrength of the Lord, and you 
will furely find that God will be mouth and wif- 
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dom unto you. If, however, you cannot prevail 
upon yourfelf to do it extempore, take advantage 
of the helps which fome good men have provided*. 
2. I addrefs myfelf to the younger part of my 
audience. You are looking forward to the day 
when you fliall remove from under the watchful 
eye and the protecting wing of a tender and godly . 
parent, either to a temporary abfence for tjie 
purpofc of obtaining the knowledge of fome ujfc- 
, ful calling, or to a more permanent one by mar- 
riage. In either cafe, permit me to remind you 
that your firft care, the firft care of your parentSj^ 
^ould be to fecure to you the advantages of fa- 
mily prayer. Thofe fcrious impreflions which 
you have received through the medium of a re-- 
ligious education Ihould be cherifhed by every 
poffible means ; and you cannot be fufficiently 
thankful to God, if he has bleffed you with pa- 
rents whofe conflant effort has been to place you 
in connexions where thefe advantages may be 
perpetuated — the want of them has proved highly 
injurious to many. 

Some of you, it may be, are of a very difierent 
mind ; inftead of being fenlible of the mercy of 
being placed in a praying family, it is your bur- 
den and grief; you like your lituation in every 
refpe6l but this ; indeed, this is your daily crois^ 
^nd you fcarce ever bow your knee in family de- 
Vptipn^ but your hearts murmur, ^' What a weari- 
ly Doddridge and Jenks. 
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^ neft is it P' Oh that the Lord would give you 
a better mind^ make you one of his fpiritual fa- 
mily upon earth, and then give you a portion 
with the family in glory ! You muft be one of the 
former if eVer you are brought to Ihare the blef- 
fednefs of the latter ; and if ever you are made a 
Ion or daughter of the Lord God Almighty, you 
will love to dwell in praying families ; and if 
brought to be the head of a family yourfelf, you 
will 6y with Jofliua, ^^ As for me and my houfe, 
** we will ferve the Lord.'* 

3. To thofe parents and mailers who praftife 
the duty of family prayer we fay. Be careful to 
maintain a mild but vigorous difcipline over the 
fabordinate branches of your family. We have 
ieen ibme devout and godly parents, who have 
not been without fome regard to the eternal wel- 
fare of their families, and who have prayed much 
with a;id for them, who have, neverthelefs, loft 
the fruit of their labour by holding the reins of 
family government too flack. We fee one flriking 
proof of this in good old Eli, againft whom God 
uttered this awful fentence : ^^ I have told him 
** that I will judge his houfe for ever for the ini- 
** quity which he knoweth ; becaufe his fon* 
'* made themfelves vile, and he reftrained them 
** not/' I Sam. iii. 13. EH was a good man, he 
was a godly parent, he did fhew fome concern for 
the wickednefs of his fons, and reproved them in 
the following manner: " Why do ye theie 
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'* things ? for I hear of your evil doings by all 
^^ this people. Nay, my fons, for it is no good 
" report that I hear ; ye make the Lord's people 
" to tranfgrefs." i Sam. ii. 23, 24. But he did 
not fliew that holy zeal, either in his reproofs 
or his oppofition to them, which his parental au- 
thority called for, and which jealoufy for the glory 
of God, and the good of their fouls, rendered 
indifpenfably ncceffary. 

We have another inftance of parental negleft 
in David, at leaft towards his fon Adonijah (if 
not towards all the reft of his children, which is 
very probable) : it is faid of him, that ^* his fkr 
^' ther had not difpleafed him at any time in fay- 
^^ ing. Why haft thou done fo ?" i Kings i. 6, 
This is a lingular inftance of criminal indulgence 
in fo good a man as David, and he lived long 
enough to read his fin in his puniftiment- — Amnoii 
proving an inceftuous perfon, Abfalom a mur- 
derer, and Adonijah a ufurper; befide which, 
they every one came to an untimely end. Let 
Chriftian parents learn ft*om thefe fad inftances, 
that it is not enough to pray for and with their 
children, but that they ftiould aim to curb their 
cifing paffions, and difcountenance every praftice 
which in the flighteft degree infringes upon thp 
laws of morality and religion. 

It is alfo peculiarly neceflary that heads of re- 
ligious families fhould walk circumfpeftly as to 
tlierr tempers and adlions. Children and fervants 

can 
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can foon difcern the difference, when they fee 
their fuperiors make devout prayers, and yet re- 
main under the power of unfan<5lified tempers^ 
and an irregular walk and converfation ; and it 
never fails to weaken the effedl, if it does not 
render utterly void all the inftrudlions and prayers 
which come from fuch perfons. 

I (hall finifh with exhorting you that are heads 
of Chriflian families fteadily to perfevere in a 
devout attention to family prayer, and not to be 
difcouraged under an idea that it is not profitable, 
bec^ufe you have not yet feen its effc6ls : " In 
^^ the "morning fow thy feed, and in the evening 
^* withhold not thy hand, for thou knoweft not 
** whether fliall profper, either this or that, or 
** whether they both Ihall be alike good/* Eccl. 
xi. 6. You may not live to fee its fuccefs ; God 
may try your faith and patience in this refpeft ; 
but fince it has in many inftances proved efFedhial 
after a long interval, this Ihould ftrengthen your 
faith and encourage your hope, and keep alive 
in each heart the folemn determination of the 
text, '* As for me and my houfe, we will ferve the 
^^ Lord/' God grant all the heads of families 
this grace, for Jefus Chrift's lake. Amen. 
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SERMON VII. 

CLOSET PRAYER. 



Matt. xiv. 23. 

idild when he had fen$ the tmiltifttde away, he ttient 
up into a mountain apart to pray ; and ^hen the 
evening was cotne he was there alone. 

THE original defign of man's creation vrstw^ 
that he might " glorify God and enjoy lum 
** for ever ;**• and for this he was abundantly 
qualified in his firA flate^ by being made in the 
exprefs image of God. The introdudion of fin 
has not only ftripped him of his glory, but it has 
brought him under a moral incapacity of attaiii^ 
ing either of thofe objedls of himfelf ; for, inflead 
of diredting any of his efforts towards them^ he 
endeavours to fatisfy his foul with creature en- 
joyments, and lives in a flate of open rebellion 
againft his Creator and JBenefadlor, defpifing Ms 
authority and breaking his holy law, infolently 

braving 
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braving all the evil denounced agalnfl impenitent 
finners. 

To redrefs this tremendous evil, and bring 
man back aga^n to delight in and obey God, Jefus 
Chrifl came into our world. The object propofed 
in this event is, " to redeem them that were under 
^* the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
*' fons ; and becaufe ye are fons, God hath fent 
f^ forth the Spirit of his Spn into your hearts, 
^' crying, Abba, Father !" Gal. iv. 5, 6. If we 
are brought into this interefling ftate, let us re- 
member it has duties as well as privileges attached 
to it; and confcious of this, we ihali be ready to 
cry out with David, *^ Teach me to do thy will," * 
Pfa. cxliii. 10. ; or with Paul, " Lord, what wilt 
** thou have me to do ?" AcSls ix. 6. 

The duty which the children of God owe to 
tjieir heavenly Father, is in fomc meafure natu- 
rally to be inferred from the relation itfelf, alfo 
irom the precepts of the word, and the example 
of Jefus Chrift. He often propofed his own 
temper and a6lions as the model after which all 
bi3 difciples fhould copy : " Learn of me,'* was 
a maxim which Jefus Chrift conflantly inculcated. 
It was his meat and his drink to do the will of his 
heavenly Father ; and it is worthy the particular 
notice of Chriftians, how wifely and how zeal- 
oufly Jefus Chrift applied himfelf to all the du- 
ties of his ilation. In the duties of his minif- 
tfrhl offiee he was indefatijgable, going from 

city 
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city io city, teaching the ignorant, and healing 
the fick and dying ; and yet the multitude and 
Tariety of his public fervices neither prevented his 
Ipending a focial hour among the families to 
which his difciplcs flood related, nor yet did they 
prevent his finding opportunity for fecret devo- 
tion. For this Chrift was lingularly eminent In 
his pradlice we fee beautifully illuftrated that 
maxim of Solomon's, ^* To every thing there is 
" a feafon, and a time to every purpole under 
*^ the fun." EccL iii. i. 

An old divine ufed to fay, three things were 
requifite to make a good minifler : " meditation^ 
*^ temptation, and prayer." In our glorious 
Head all thcfe were peculiarly exemplified, and 
every true minifler of his will have fbme acquaint- 
ance with them. Chrifiian minifters fhould ef- 
pecially be much in the practice of clofet devo- 
tion ; their work is a very important and arduous 
work, and they are very infufficient of themfelves. 
They need the afliflancc of God's Spirit in pre- 
paring for the pulpit ; they need alfo his help 
and undlion in the delivery of what they have 
prepared, that they may experience the power t>{ 
recolle6lion ; that they may be aided in the deli- 
very, to find out acceptable words, to ipeak from 
the heart with a flrong aiFcftion to the fouls of 
the hearers, and an humble dependence upon the 
Holy Spirit, that the word may be carried home 
to the confciences of ignorant, carelefs finners, 

as 
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as it was in the cafe of the Theflalonians, of 
whom Paul thus fpeaks : ** Our gofpel came not 
'^ unto you in word only, but alfo in power, and 
" in the Holy Ghoft, and in much aflurance." 
I Theff, i. 5. No diligence in the preparation, 
no wifdom in the arrangement, no zeal or elo- 
quence in the delivery of fermons, will make 
them efFe(9ual to enlighten, awaken, and convert 
fouls, without the fpecial bleffing of God. Paul 
fpeaks wifely upon this fubjedt when he fays, *^ So 
*' then neither is he that planteth any thing, nei- 
" ther he that watereth, but God who giveth the 
*^ increafe." i Cor. iii. 7. It is the ftrong fenfe 
which the true minifters of Chrift have of this 
truth which urges them to be much in prayer to 
God in the clofct, that they may not be left alone 
in the pulpit, but that, having God's prefence and 
affiftance, they may do the work of God with 
fidelity and fuccefs. 

If Jefus Chrift found it needful and advan- 
tageous to engage in retired devotion, how much 
more fo muft it be for fuch weak and imperfedt 
creatures as we are, not only minifters but pri- 
vate Chriftians alfo ? May I be enabled fo to fpeak 
of this fubjedt, as to engage fome to adopt it who 
have heretofore negledted it, and ftimulate others 
to continue it with growing pleafure and more 
abundant profit. We Ihall aim to accomplifh 
thefe defirable ends, by fhewing you the nature 
and grounds of this duty — the manner and fpirit 

in 
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. in which it fhould be performed — the particulat 
objeAs in relation to which it is pradlifed — the 
diflficulty of a conftant and fuccefsful attention to 
it— and ihe bleffings which arife from it to the 
real Chriftian. 

Firfl: : Clofet, or fecret prayer, is a very im- 
portant branch of Chriftian duty, and as fuch is 
much fpoken of in the fcriptiires, from whence 
we fhall derive all our reflections concerning the 
nature and grounds of it. It has its name from 
the manner in which the great Head of the church 
himfelf recommended it in the following words : 
•^ But thou, when thou prayefl, enter into thy 
** clofet, and when thou haft fhut thy door, pray 
** to thy Father which is in fecret ; and thy Fa- 
«' ther which feeth in fecret Ihall reward Ihce 
^^ openly." Matt. vi. 6. In this paffage the duty 
of clofet prayer is plainly and ftrongly inculcated, 
and what we are to gather from the phrafeology 
of it is, not that it is eflential to be in a clofet 
or room when we individually pray to God, but 
that we fliould find fome feafon and place of re- 
tirement, where we may pour out our fouls with 
the utmoft freedom before Him whofe eye feeth the 
inward reccffcs of the heart. 

Next to the precept which we have juft cited, 
fecret prayer is moft ftrongly recommended by 
the example of Jefus Chrift. He had no fooner 
difmifled the multitude, whom he had fed with 
five loaves and two fifties, although compofed of 
I five 
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ftve thoufand men, befidc women and children, 
and aUo confirained his difciples to get into a 
fhip ; than he himfelf, the text tells us, *^ went 
*^ up into a mountain apart to pray ;*' thus ex- 
emplifying and recommending his own injunftion 
by the power of his example. Nor is this the 
only inftance in which particular notice is taken 
of the private devotions of Jefus Chrift ; he was 
often thus employed, and in various places. We 
may judge of the nature and fervour of his fecret 
prayers, when we recoUeft that one fcripture tells 
us he " continued all night in prayer to God/' 
Luke vi« 12.; and another fpeaks of his having 
*• ofiered up prayers and fupplications with (irong 
*' crying and tears unto Him that was able to fave 
" him from death, and was heard in that he 
« feared." Heb. v. 7. Oh that the fame fpirit 
and power which pervaded the prayers of Jefus 
may be {pore abundantly experienced in our clofet 
devotions ! 

Frequent prayer to God in fecret has been 
pradliied by the laints of God in every age ; we 
find many inftances of it among the patriarchs, 
efpecially Jacob, who fought his Grod with fo 
much fuccefs at Bethel, and alfo at Peniel. The 
prophets alfo, from Samuel to Malachi, were 
men who pradlifed this duty, efpecially Daniel, 
who braved the danger of death rather than give 
up the privilege of calling upon his God in. his 
own habitation. The pradlice was alfo continued 
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nndfcr New Teftament times, and that by aft 
authority and example the moft winning and 
operative upon the hearts of genuine Chrifiians. 
It is not improbable but that holy man Nathaniel 
was engaged in fecret devotions in that /ecluded 
fpot of which Chrift fpeaks in John i. 48, " Be- 
** fore that Philip called thee, when thou waft 
" under the fig-tree, I faw thee," We have a. 
very particular relation of one of Chrifl's difciples, 
who obeyed the command and followed the ex- 
ample of his Mafter : *^ Peter went up upon the 
** houfe-top to pray about the fixth hour." Ads 

Some of us have had this duty recommended 
by the precepts and example of godly parents ; 
without being obferved, we have heard tbem^ 
and heard ourfelves the fubjedl of their fervent 
and devout fupplications : they have told us of 
the neceffity and ufefulnefs of this holyjpracflice, 
and charged upon us a due regard to it, if we 
wiflied to be preferved from evil, and to be enriched 
in foul with much of the prefence, fear, and en- 
joyment of Godv Out of veneration for their 
pious injun6\ion and example we might, fome of 
us, for a time have regarded the mere external* 
duty; but now, it may be, grace has made an 
eflential difference in our fpiritual ftate, we re- 
gard it upon very difierent principles, and to very 
dKfierent ends ; now we find it a privilege, wc 
find it good to draw near to God ; our peace, our 
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joy, our holincfe, are all enlarged and ftrength- 
encd by the nearnefs of our aecefs to Qod; yea,* 
a^Te are times when our feafons of intercourfe 
With God have been fo pleafing, fo enchanting, 
feat^ like Jacob, the foul has cried out, '^ I havQ 
* feen God face to face, and my life is preferved," 
Gen. xxxii. 30. ; or, like Peter on the mount, 
« Lord, it is jgodd (for us) to be here!" Matt, 
xvii. 4, 

- We fay of clofet prayer, which is recommended^ 
to us upon fuch high authority as that of which? 
we have been fpeaking, that it is an important 
^jid indiipenlablc pa^rt of religion. It is not of 
that -little confequence -in our general fphere o? 
a^ion in the church, that a man may or he may' 
not -make confcience of it, without at all sSe^ing 
his chara&er or his profperity as a Chriitian. This 
fpecies pf prayer is infeparable from^ a ft ate' o£ 
grace; it is one of the firft, one of the plainefl: 
and ftrongcft fymptoms of fpiritual life. Whcil 
tfce rays of heavenly light had entered the long 
"benighted underftanding, and the powet of faving 
grace had truly awakened apd humbled the car-. 
Hal heart of Saul of Tarfus, it was then faid of 
hian, " Behold he prayeth," A(J^s ix. 11. He 
had doubtlefs repeated and faid many prayers in 
tfmes paft ; but it was not till Chrift met with 
him in the way to Bamafcus, and caufed him to 
&c and feel what a vile iinner he was in himfelf^^ 
and what a gracious an4 glorious Savioijr he was 
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rge6liDg and peribctitingy till that period be h^/i 
never prayed in ipirit and in truth; but now 
he ilands abafhed. with holy i^iame^ and agitated 
froox head to f(>ot:by the terror which 19 infuicd 
itrto his foul by the awfi^l ieene .which prefents 
ilfelf to his view» and by the majefiy of that 
voice which cries> " Saul,. Saul, why periecuteft 
'«. thou me V A<Sts ix. 4. From that hour be be*, 
came a man of prayer, not only in the public 
"^orihip of God, but alfo in private he fought 
God, and therein imitated his Divine Mailer. . 
; Idl our clofet devptipns wc have the moll free 
jind unreftrained intercouciib with God. Eveiy 
Beart k»0WiS its own bitternefs— rtbe Chriflian bas 
trials, conflii^s, and temptations, aU which he 
can fpread before the Lord, and before him onlyw 
It. is in this exercife alone that he can fully uu- 
Biofom himfelf before the Lord, confeffing all his 
ignorance, /weaknefs^ and finfulnefs,and earnefiJj^ 
imploring fqitable meafures of wifdom and grace« 
.Secondly.: The n4anner and fpirit in which 
this duty fhould be performed. When a Chriftian 
retires from the company and converfe of his fel- 
low-creatures, for the exprefs purpofe of addrefi** 
ing himfelf individually to God in psaytT^ tbe 
aaion itfelf feems to fay, « Thou God feeft me*'* 
It contains an exprefs acknowledgment, that Go^, 
is always near and prefent mkh us, and that reol 
religion confifls in our having peace with God, 
aud being permitted to approach him as a frienci 
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tnd fatheTy io aik his counfel in fcafons of em- 
barnCiBent, and his afliflance in times of diflrefs 
•nd trouble. 

- Prom this view of the fubjeft it follows, that 
oar <do(bt devotions (hould be folemn and devout, 
becauTe wc approach a great God, who cannot be 
deceived, and who will not be mocked. They 
fhould be cheerful and unrcfervcd, bccaufe they 
are prefented to a God who takes delight in his 
people's approaching to him. Even to the weakefl: 
and moA infufBcient of his children he fays, in 
his holy word, " Let mc fee thy countenance, 
*^ let me hear thy voice, for fweet is thy voice, 
^* and thy countenance is comely." S^Song, ii. 14. 
From fuch encouraging portions of fcripture, 
Chrifiians ihould be Simulated to be incelTant, 
importunate, and confidejit in fecret prayer ; the 
more fo, iince Chiiiii has accompanied his in- 
jundioQ to fecret prayer with thi5 gracious pro* 
inife, '* Thy Father which feeth in. fecret fliall 
<• reward thee opeialy." 

When Cbriftiaas leclude themTelves from the 
world for the ipecial purpofe of praying to their 
God and Father, there are fome other duties, 
which may very fiaitably be joined with them? 
among tfaefe is reading the holy fcriptures, 
not reading any certain quantity of .them as 
jBatter of duty, but conlidering^: them as 
the revealed will of God, and a^ containing 
truths of infinite importance to our fouls: we 
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fhould read them to '^ hear what Gkd:tibtt liakd 
*^ will fpeak, for he will fpeak peace to his faints.'.'' 
Pfa.lxxxy. 8. We fhould read the BtUein our 
dofets^ in order to know what wo oughito be- 
lieve, and what .we ought to dOj to learn how to/ 
think, ipeak, and a<5l, in hannony with our liigh 
chaiaAer as the children of Grod ; above alty to 
know what it is to be a real Chnftian^ and whe- 
ther we are fuch; that, having an aflbranceof 
eternal life, we may go on our way rejoicing. 

We fhould unite with private prayer the profit- 
able duty of meditation. To praAiie and enjoy 
this, Ifaac went out into the field at the eveiitifiey 
Gen. xxiv. 63. :. it is not unlikely but he ndngled 
fecret prayer with his meditations. Nature^ pro- 
vidence, and grace, each prefent ah infirudlive 
volume to our view; the laft of thefe elpecially^ 
furnifhes the Chriftian with an important and 
exalted theifee. The conftitution of the perfon 
jof Chrift, the things he has done and fuffered 
for perifhing finners, the rich bleffings he has 
procured for them that believe on his^natne, all 
afford a rich=»fource of meditation to the ferious 
Chriftian; and if he meditate on them with a 
believing heart, they will excite in his foul the 
moft lively and elevated fenfations of fpirituai 
pleafure. 

Above al}j we fliould not negleA the duty of 

felf-examination : the feafon of retirement is the 

proper feafon of inquiry into the ftate of our 
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ibi^Is. We Ihall not cotiverfe with God to much 
profit in our clofets^ if we do not foihetimes con- 
verfe with ourfelves : " Prove your own felves/* 
1 Cor. xiii. 5. is an apoftolic exhortation. Through 
the neglect of this too many mere profeflbrs judge 
Well of their own ftatc and deceive their own 
fouls, whilft too many real Chriftians doubt 
their interdft in Chrift and eternal life, and go 
mourning and complaining all the way through 
this wildernefs ftate. 

In the management of this part of Religious 
duty we have no precife law to guide us, as to 
its frequency^ or thd exprefs time at which it 
fliduld be performed: David fpeaks thus upon 
the fubje6l : " Evening and morning, and at 
^* noon, will I pray and cry aloud, and he fliall 
*^ hear my voice/* Pia; Iv, ij.; and of Daniel it 
is faid, that *^ he kneeled upon his knees three 
" times a day, and prayed and gave thanks be- 
^* fore his God, as he did aforetime." Dan.vi. i6» 
Many Chriftians take thefe holy men as patterns, 
and ftatedly retire to their clofets at the times 
mentioned, whilft: others confine themfelves to 
morning and evening, as to the ftated feaions of 
calting upon God in fecret, and alfo embrace 
cafual opportunities as they arife. 

Let us then diligently attend to clofet religion, 
and to the manner and fpirit in which it is carried 
on. This is a true barooieter by which to judge 
«f the general fl:ate of religion in our fouls : if 
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things are right between God aad oar totjls in tte 
clofet^ we ihall feel the advantage of it in everf 
Aep of our journey towards: that ^ better contK' 
^ try*' to which all real Oiriflians are boimd; btit 
if it go ill with us there, it will be pvododm c€ 
iunumerable difadvantages to ui; onr&tds Will, 
be indiipo&d for more public derotioos; they will 
calily be dejetEbed and di(iuffbed*by the cares and 
trials of life^ and become an eaiy prey to the 
fnares and temptations with which they are f\ur- 
rouiktcd. 

Thirdly: The particular cibjeSs in felation to 
which it b pradiled. Coniidered as a ftated and 
regular medium of intercourfe with God,, it had 
to do with the progreft of our fouls ill klioww 
ledge, grace^ and hblinefs> and the obtaining 
guidance and affiftance from him in all leafons 
of peculiar need. 

I. There are fome particular ocoafions in re- 
gard to which this duty may be praAifed to ad- 
vantage. Abraham's ferrant, when he was in 
purfuit of a very important objedV, in which the 
happinefs of bis mafter^s whole family was deeply 
involved, made ufe of bis intereft in God at 
a throne of grace, to be guided by the Divine 
counfel, and that he might profper in the objeft 
6f his journey. 

* ;Thofe profefling Chriftians who propofe to cii* 

test Ibtd Aew connexions in life would do well to 

eonfider its -importance, and make it the fulgedfc 
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of clofet prayer, left, being left to their own judfg- 
mcnts, they Ihould confult their temporal interelt 
abov« that which is fpiritual and eternal, and 
thereby find a curfe ihftead of a blefling. 

We Qiould alfoafk GJod's counfel and bleffing 
vrhen entering upon any new calling in life. It 
is not improbabfe but it was on fome fuch ao- 
cotrnt, that ** Jabez called on the God of Ifrael, 
** iaying, Oh that thou wouldeft blefs me indeed, 
*^ and enlarge my coaft, and that thine hand 
*' might be with, and that thou wouTdeft keep 
*^ me frpm evil, that it may not grieve me.*' i Chron* ' 
iv. 10. This is a fuitable prayer for a religious 
tradefman, who Ihould know and remember that, 
unlefs the Lord bleis the work of his hand, no 
Ikill, no induftry of his will produce profperity. 

If God profper tis in life, or grant us any par-" 
ticular oj fpecial comifbrt, we fhoutd retire to our' 
clofets,''and bcfeech him to give us wifdom and 
grace to manage it with difcretion, and that it might 
fubferve his ^ory and our fouls' intereft. We 
have an example of this in a good tnanof old,' 
to whom God had promifed a fon, in the expedla- 
tion of which he was led to put up this prayer : 
** Then Manoah entreated the. Lord, and faid^ 
** O my Lord! let the man of God which thou 
*^ didft fend come again Unto us, and teach us 
*^ what we Ihall do unto the child that Ihall be 
« bom." Judges xiii. 8. i' * 
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lPnv»tc prayer bas been ofifeitdto Gojl hygpfA 
men on account of a great variety of domeiliQ. 
cjrcumfiances-^d^us, /^ liiaac. entreated the Lord 
^^ for his wife becaufe fte waji/banen^ and, the 
'^ Lord was entreated of bimZ-^ Gen. xxy 21. 
And David alfo, when the, I;<Qrd laid his hand, 
upon the child born to him by Bathflxeba^ " be- 
*' fought God for the child, and fafied^ and lay 
**. all night upon the earth/* 2 Sam. xii. 16. Prajfer 
fbould he united with all the principal occurrences 
qf focial life ; and our way is likely to be tran- 
quil, if not fuccefeful, when in every, thing we 
zik counfel of God, and defend upon his affift- 
ance and blefling to make it profper. « 

IL There are fome particular ieafbns in which 
Cfariftians Ihould be much in private prayer. It 
Ihould precede, accompany, and follow our at- 
tendance upon public ordinances : we have aa 
example for this in Jefiis Chrift himfelfi of whom 
it is laid, ** It came to pafs, that Jefus alfo being 
*^ baptized, and praying, the heaven, was opened/' 
Luke iii. 21. We have no reafon to exped any 
real edification from the means> except we pray 
to God for his blefling upon them; like the wa* 
ter» of Bcthefda's pool, they have no heaHng 
virtue in them unlefs the ax^gel of the Lord come 
down and trouble them. . 

Again: In times of afffidion we fhould be^ 
f«ry frequent in our clofet devotions. In a time 
of ^reat afftidion how encouraging is that pro- 

miie^ 



( 217 ) 

tni6, " Call upon me in the day of tfbubld; I 
*^ will deliver thee, and thou ihalt glorify mc,'* 
Pia. 1. 15. ; and thef fcripturcs abound with ex- 
amples. When Sampfon was in danger of pc- 
rifbing with thirft, he " called on the Lord: 
^^ and the Lord clave an hollow place that was 
"'in the jaw, and there came water thereout.** 
Judges XV. 18, 19. When Hezekiah was lick 
unto death, he " prayed unto the Lord, and he 
*^ fpake unto him, and gave him align." aChron. 
xxxii. 24. When Paul was forely preflcd by the 
temptations and buffettings of Satan, he " be- 
'^ fought the Lord thrice ; and the Lord an- 
^ fwered him, and faid, My grace is fufficient for 
^^ thee." 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 

Chriflians Ihould be much in the clofet in times 
of public calamity. The exhortation given of 
old to the church at large is not inapplicable to 
individual faints: " Come, my people, enter thou 
** into thy chamber, and Ihut thy doors about 
** thee ; hide thyfelf as it were for a little ma- 
^^ ment, until the indignation be overpaft." Ifa. 
xxvi. ao. When the cupbearer of Artaxerxes 
heard of the afflidled Hate of the remnant of his 
people, ** he fat down and wept, and mourned 
'* certain days, and failed and prayed before the 
** God of heaven.*' Neh. i. 4. Jolhua, apd Daniel, 
and David, all made confcience of making hum- 
ble and fervent prayer to God whilft the nation 
and the church were under his alflidling hand. 

Alfo 
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Alfo in timc9.fyvben there is t great departam* 
ZB)oog profeifiid: ibelievers horn the knowledge; 
experience^ and ptadiice of true religion : then 
we ih<>uld be much in- our clofets» praying tfaxt 
we ourfelves may be preferved from the gcneial 
contagion^ and that the Lord wiould look down 
in mercy, and pardon and reflore fucb as ha:ve 
departed from him. This remark wjbs exemplified 
in the pfophet^ who thus addreflcd the Jews: 
" Give glory to the Lord your God before he . 
*^ caofe darknefs, and before your feet fiumMe 
^^ upon tlie dark mountains, and while ye look 
" for light, he turn it into the fhadow of deatb, 
" and make it grofe darknefe. But if ye will 
*^ not hear it, my foul Ihall weep in fecret pbcecr 
•* for your pride, and mine eye ihall weep fore 
•^ and run down with tears, becaufe the Ixnrd's 
•* flock is carried away captive.'* Jer. xiii. 16, 17. 

Once more : Seafons of fufpenie and embar- 
raffments lliould lead us to much clofet prayer. 
Sometimes the providences of God are of fuch a 
dark and myfterious nature, as to warrant good 
men to make them the particular fubje<St of 
prayer ; Daniel did this, and the Lord fent aa 
angel to him, who faid, *^ Fear not, Daniel, for 
*^ from the firfl: day that thou didft fet thine heart 
«* to underftand and to chaflen thyfelf before 
*^ thy God, thy words were heard, and I am 
*^ dome for thy words/' Dan. x. la. Jefos hiaa- 
ielf, when ixnder great embarralTment and agita« 
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tioiH wais freqn^t and importunate in private 
pmycr, ds appears 1^ th^ following paiTage : 
*^ Then faith he unto them, My foul is exceeding 
*f forrowful even unto death; tarry ye htx0, and 
** watch with me. And he went a littk farther, 
^ and fell on his face and prayed, faying, O my. 
*^ father ! if it be poffible, let this cup pafe from 
** mci ncverthelefs, not as I will, but as thou 
^' wilt," &c. Matt. xxvi. 38—44. 

Laftly : The feafon of great eafe and profperlfy 
is a time vyhen Chriilians. fhould be much in iiecret 
prayer, becaufe it is a ftate the moft enfnaring 
and dangerous. We learn this truth from the 
tefiimony of the word of God. One paffage of 
fcripture reprefents a good man hot only praying 
to be delivered from the evil of poverty and af- 
fliiSlion, but alfo from riches, and afligns thia 
reaibn : " Left I be full, and deny thee." Prov. 
XXX. 9. Another fcripture gives this melancholy 
defcription of Ifrael : *^ But Jelhurun waxed 
*^ fat and kicked ; thou art waxen fat, thou art 
** grown thick, thou art covered with fatnefs : 
*^ then he forfook God which made him, and, 
** lightly cfteemed the rock of his falvation.'* 
Deut. xxxii. X5. If we would not fall into the 
fame evily in times of eafe and profperity, let u* 
be much in communion with God in fecret. 

III. Good men fliould be much with God, ift 
their doiets when they are about to enter uj^a 
fcrvlccs of a diffipult and dangerous nature^ ;;,or. 

fervices 



feHriccft ^Miich Cannot be brought ta ft fuOefifti! 
iflue without the ipedal pnsfenoe and blcffiiig of ^ 
God. It is good in al) ca&s ofttntrgcncj to ailc 
&c advice and couniel of good men, as to alt 
thofe jNiidential meafures which are fuited to ac- 
liompliih tlic end at which we aim, addreffing 
them in fuch language as the children of Dan* 
nfed to the Levite : " Alk couniel, we pray thee, 
*« of God, that we may know whether our way^ 
" that we go Ihall beprofperous/' Judges xviii. 5. 
But if we would be guided in the path of duty^ 
^ and aiiifted in all times of difHculty, let us con* 
ibit God in our clofets, and repofe upon him an 
unfliaken dependence, and we ftiall find the trutfif 
of that promife, " Commit thy way unto the Lordy 
" truft alfo in him, and he fhall bring it to pafs ; 
•^ and he fhall bring forth thy righteoufnefs as 
*' the light, and thy judgment as the noon-day.** 
Pfa* xxxvii. ^,6. David was remarkable for his at-^ 
tention to this rule : when in want of advice, or in 
want of help and deliverance, he ran to a tbroner 
of grace, efpccially in the feafon of his being for 
dreadfully perfecuted by Saul. We have onef 
ftriking proof of it at the time David was at 
Keilah: " Then faid David, O Lord God of 
« Ifrael ! thy Icrvant hath certainly heard that 
<^ Saul* feeketh to come to Keilah, to deflroy the 
.^ city for my fake. Will the men of Keilah 
** deliver me up into his hand ? Will Saul come 
^ down, as thy fervant hath heard ? O Lord God 
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^ of Ifrael! I befeech thee tell thy fcrrant. And* 
^' the Lord laid, He will come down." i Sanu 
xxiii. iO|. £^ra and Nehemiah^ and many other 
^eat fDcn fp6ken of in the fcriptures^ and who 
undertook and tanried forward great defigns £c»c 
the good of Zion, were men of much prayer^ 
and derived all the wifdom of their plans, and aU 
the fuccefs of their operati6iis, frqm God through 
Ihismediuni. /: 

IV. The Lord's people flibuld be more frequent 
and more earneil in fecret prayer, as they per- 
ceive the approach of thofe great and interefting 
events which are the exprefs. fubjedt of prophecy* 
Long have the faints been praying for the downfall 
of Antichrifl:, "whom the Lord Ihall confurae witk 
** the Ipirit of his mouth,, and fliall deftroy with 
" the brightnefs of his coming : even him w:hofe 
" coming is after the working of Satan^ with .att 
^^ power, and figns, and lying wonders." 2 T^^Iil 
ii. 8, 9. Thofe who have fallen martyrs to this 
man if Jin are fpoken of thus: " And when he 
** had opened the lixth feal, I faw under the 
f* altar the fouls of theim that were flain for. the 
** word of God, and for the teftimot^y whick 
^Mhey- held. And they cried with a loud 
f^ voice, faying, How long, O Lord, holy and 
5^ true, doft thou not judge and avenge our 
M blood on them that dwell upon the earths** 
Rev. vi; ^, 10. Surdy the great event alluded to 
in thcfe pafTages has already dawaed i let us be 
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Jhotc ipsqmnt and leanicft in olat kIo&t$» iia^ 
t]»^oot 0f /bilteraefi may be uttarl jf: 4dRixr^d^ 
OXofdl kf jx>t & wxtcU as the ifl|]iD|i f^rtiUt 
fiigoii semain ii]iaa;ihei earths ^'fi^irdtfifaciie^iie^ 
apbcai^ieady foc-tbechdrch o£ Cbt^ ft tekckup 
tibxt dcultatioci^^ ^i Xrur and (Ri^tMus .ais bil 
^ J!i£^iAeiit3 ; £Mr^ lie iiaftbjudgedilk great W^ 
V wbidkliitd c^ym^rlhft My:thiwithitbor faroioa:-r 
^ tioDy and hath avenged the blood :of bia &m 
^rTants'atber hand;?xIRfev^xt^ra«; J x 

'^Ifhe calling x>f :die ifems and itbc &dnt&.of the 
l^tifegy are alTaxrents: ^lUohlanc/eiKirnefily ta bo 
looked for. * Oiafr clofets.&ould jvitndiaibe mo& 
ikvwA Md ardent ^icpetition of Tuch p»f e^ aa 
liiefe r^^ ftememb^ diy^4X>tigregation inrUch tboo 
«<'1bai|pimdiaIedof oldr the i^^d of Ithitie inbe-A 
^''riltanoe which thod baft redeemed ; itbia. mount 
^QA&n wbevein Ihoa haft dwelt. .Hare ze4:ie6k 
^i«inib tlie covenant, for the dark .places of the 
*< €arth are full of the babitatiofis of cruelty." 
Ra. bfxiv. 2. 20. Thefe two glorious events^ the 
fiiitati^ of Jewis and gentiles^ and the bringing 
Ibeto'iiHo one fold under the great Shepherd^ 
ne <AoMf united in fcripture prophecies;; and 
who can tidll but the eventful period in which i^re 
'6te niUfhc that in which they ibali begin to ap« 
peM ^«-4et us at leaft wreOle with God &dst it 
ixmy be ^. Our eyes have fecn, and our ears 
have lieapd, Tnarv^ous things of late: let this 
thought 4^cken our ibuls to a more livdy ex*r 
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ercife of faith and hope. Then fliall come thofc 
peaceful, thofe^ happy days, of which the holy ~ 
fcriptures have fpoken ib much : ^* They fliall 
*^ beat their fwords into ploughlhares, and their 
^f i|)cars into pruning-hook|^ nation fliall not 
*^ lift up fword againfl: nation, neither fliall tl^ 
^^. learn war any more." lia. ii. 4. The know* 
ledge of God ihall be given to them that were 
in utter ^darkne% the kingdom of Chrift fliall 
be fet up in every nation ;. y^, " He fliall cpmc 
^* down like rain upon the mown grafs, as fliotiFoi 
** ^t water the earth. In his days ihall ,t^ 
'^ righteous flpuriflii and abundance of p^r^gi: 
^* &) long as the moon endureth ; Jic fliall hjayc 
*^ dominion alfo from lea to fca, and from the 
^* river to the ends of the earth/* Pla. Ixxii. 6—8* 
Our clofets fliould alfo witnefs our frequent 
meditations upon the fubjedl of Chrift's fecpnd 
comiqg, the refurre<9:ion of the dead, and, the 
final glory of the church in heaven. The profpeift 
of this glorious event has gladdened the he^rfe^ 
ilrengthened the faith, and animated the ibuls of 
many of God'« dear children under the accumu- 
lated prefifure of afllidlion and temptation; and 
they have confequently been led to pray for it in 
the moft devout and importunate manner ; whilil 
they heard the voice of Jefus whifper in his word,^ 
*^ Behold I come quickly," their hearts have fuh- 
joined, *' Amen, even fo, come Lord Jefus." Rev* 
3«ii, zo. 



< ^24 ) . 

Wcftallfpcafk, 

Fourthly, Concerning the difficulty of a con-- 
ftant and fiiceefsful attention to clofet jArayer". 
There is not any thing naturally in thebeart of 
a Chriftian to h^^ttt the regular and profiteble 
diicfaarge of i^ligious duties ; cm the c6ntarary^ ii ' 
is too often either under the influence of a fupine 
and indolent fratne, of, which' is- niuch worfe; 
there is a diflike and an averiiou'to^them sttfom^ 
£»fiius ; nor is it probable, thai this evil will be 
iperfe Aly remedied wMlft we cany about with us fo 
flmch of that body of fin, of which the apoftle Paul ^ 
'eotnplains io heartly in- the fcventh chapter of hil 
Eptftle to the Romatisi Though ^fe heart of ihie 
Chriftian is capablef of being indifpbfed,' throu^H 
the lemains of human- weakhefs arid depravity, 
to every "kind of religious cxerciie, it is liable, 
moft of all, to be out of tune for this, becaufe it 
bas none of thofe outward attra6i^ions and induce^' 
ments which apply to pubKc and focial duties, 
fuoh as hearing the word, fi-equenting the Lord^s 
table, and uniting with the faints in meetings of 
prayer, and alfo in the family. The omifhon of 
thefe is cognifable to the eye of our fellow-crea- 
tures ; there is alfo fomething in them to engage! 
the outward attention, and even amufe the mind 
when indifpofed towards them. But fecret prayer 
is a duty which lies between God and the foul, 
and which cannot be praAifed with freedom and 
conftancy w ithout a ferious and a heavenly frame 
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of mind^ it muft, of courfe, be liable ta many 
interruptions. 

Having no outward attra<9:ions^ when the foul 
is in a dark and ilupified ilate, it will be difpofed 
to negle^ this part of religion ; and this neg- 
le<5ted, every thing, elfe will go wrong in the 
Chrifiian life. The great adveriary of fouls is fo 
well perfuided of this, that his efforts are coiv- 
tinually diredled to this end: he knows that if 
he can keep the Chrifiian out of his clofet, or 
keep hi* heart cold and confufed in the pcrfornn 
ance of clofet duties, he has gained a great point 
againfl: him: he therefore is not content with 
coming among the fons of God when they come 
together for public worfhip, as related Job i. 6. 
but he fliands at the clofet -door to prevent the 
Chrifiian's entering, or he rufhes in- with him, 
and fiands at hi$ right hand to refift him, as he 
did Jofhua the high pricfi, Zech. iii. i-— 3. Bat 
it is our mercy, as it was his, that we have an 
Advocate who can fay with due authority and 
power, ^^ The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan !" 

If then we would be much with God in our 
clofcts, if we would find a clofe and powerful 
intercourfe with God in prayer, we muft exercife 
ourfelves much in the duty of watchfulnefs. Wij 
muft fhake off our natural floth and indolence, 
and addrefi ourfelves to this holy and profitable 
exercife with an ardent and glowing zeal, becaufe 
tiicre are enemies to oppofe it both within and 
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without, Wc muft watch for opportunity, and 
feize it with avidity the moment it riles to "view. 
*^ The time is not come," Hag. i. 2. is language 
that our unbelieving and fluggifh fouls will be 
too often difpofed to adopt. We40Duft watch over 
and againft our own evil hearts : our eneoues, in 
this cafe, our worfl and moft fucceiaful enenues, 
will be thofe of our own houfehold. Let us then 
often read and earneftly pray over that exhortation^ 
** Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it 
" are the iliues of life." Prov. iv. 23. We muft 
beware of an undue intimacy with or. attachment 
to thofe things which have a tendency either to 
keep us out of our cloiets, or to difiraft and 
binder us when we are there ; fuch is an inordi- 
nate love of the world, a linful anxiety about 
things which are temporal, and the indulgence 
of any known and befetting fin. This, above all 
other duties of religion, cannot be maintained in 
its fpirituality and vigour unlefs there be afincere 
and unreferved " denying ungodlinefs and worldly 
" lufts." Titus ii. 12. This made an infpired 
writer, in another place^ fay, ^* Let us lay afide 
•^ every weight, and the fin which doth fo cafily 
^* befet us." Heb. xii. i. We cannot walk with 
God in the way of Chriftian fellowfliip, without 
we are enabled to throw afide the entangling 
fnares of th^ world and fin. The lafl: branch of 
our fubjcd is> 
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Fifthly, The bleflings which arife to the real 
Chriftian from clofet prayer. Attended to in the 
manner, and with the fpirit we have beende- 
fcribing, it cannot fail to be produdlive of the 
moft beneficial effedls to the Chriftian both in 
his experience and in his pradlice. We all know 
what a defirable, what an advantageous thing it 
is, in times of great difficulty and diftrefs to have 
an intimate, a boibm friend, with whom we can 
freely converfc in refpedl to our affairs, and to 
whom we may unbofom ourfelves, as to the rife, 
progrefs, and probable iffue of our affli6tions. If 
this be fo deiirable and pleafing in the common 
concerns of life, how much more fo in regard to 
the things which concern our fpirit ual and eternal 
welfare ! Yes, in God we have fuch a friend ; 
from him we may expeft counfel and advice, and 
we may affure ourfelves of this delightftil truth, 
that when we carry our forrows and our cares to 
him at the throne of grace,, we Ihall always find 
.him at leifure to attend to us, and always pof- 
^feffed of ability to help us. 

But fuppofe, after we have fpread our cafe before 
God in the clofet, and given it up^jU) his entire 
management, we do not immediately perceive 
.his interference on our behalf, we Ihall neverthe- 
lels derive advantage from carrying all our difiBi- 
culties to our heavenly Father in fecret, becaufc 
it is faid, ^^ Thou wilt keep him in perfe A peace 
^* whofe mind ia flayed on thee, bccaufe be 
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*' truftcth in thee.'* Ila. xxvi. 3. Chriftians who 
are often with God in fecret prayer find much of 
this in their experience; their minds are kept 
calm amidil the fiorms and tempefts of life^ quietly 
waiting and hoping for the Salvation of God^ 
knowing that it is laid, " In all thy ways ac- 
*^ knowledge Him, and he fhall dircfl thy paths." 
Prov. iii. 6. 

From this holy exercife the Chriftian often 

Tetums as ** a giant refrelhed with wine •/' he 

retards ftrengthened in his inner man ; he feels 

a heavenly vigour difFufe itfelf through all the 

powers of his renewed mind ; if he is furrounded 

•with trials and bereavements, he bears them with 

-a fortitude peculiar to a Chriftian ; if he is called 

*o perform duties of a difficult and dangerous 

nature, he reafons not with flefh and blood, but 

inftantly applies bimfelf to the pun6tual difcharge 

of them, indifferent as to the pcrfonal difadvan- 

•tages which may arife to himfelf, imitating, in a 

degree, the heroic conduft of Mofes, of whom 

it is faid, *^ By faith he forfook Egypt, not fearing 

*^ the wrath of the king ; for he endured, as feeing - 

** Him witt>^is invifible/' Heb. xi. 27. 

• Through *in humble and fpiritual converfe with 

God in the clofet, we Ihall derive an abundant 

meafure of grace for our feafons of temptation. 

We' have a vigilant and malignant adveriary, 

whofe buffetings we muft e^rpericncc all the way 

through "this wilderncfs. There is nothing more 
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efFcAual to repel his fiery dar.ts, and elude the 
fnares which he lays to entangle our feet^ than 
being much upon the mount in fellowlhip with 
Chriii. It was becaufe of this, that Chrift fo 
often repeated, in one form or another, th6 fub* 
:pance of the following exhottatidn : " WAtch 
" and pray, that ye enter riot into temptatioh.": 
Matt. xxvi. 41. All the while we keep cloft to 
God in ^ life of jTecfet prayer we walk fafcly, 
and tefift Satan in a vigorous and fucccfeful 
manner ; but no fooner do we, like Peter, follow 
C3irifl: afar off, than we fall an eafy prey to the 
temptations of- our inveterate foe : then, like 
Sampfon Ihorn of his locks, we become weak ki 
9ther men. [[-r 

Being much with God in our clofcts, is tal^ 
i(uilated to promote the moft powerful effcdls iii 
advancing the power of genuine holinefs in jom 
heartS) and the univerfal and perpetual praifhce 
pf.it in our livds. It is an old and well«-eftabliflied 
majtim, that ^' Fraying will, either make & mfiii 
*^ leave off finning, or elfe finning wiirniake 
*^ him leave off praying." Thdre is nb' 'main- 
taining a life of intimate fellowfhip with God in 
the clofet, and yet live in the indulgence of ari^ 
known fin : the love of the world is, to a life of 
communion with G^, what ther little worm was 
to Jonah's much-loved gourd. What a blighting 
tftft wind is (o the fruits of the earth, fuch is the 
influence of the love of fin upon thf prolperity 
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of the foul ; but a life of hear accefs to God w, 
upon the whole of our Chriftian walk and con- 
verfation, what the rays of the fun and the gentle 
ihowers of rain are to the earthy making *it . 
abundantly fruitful. 

To conclude : Nothing keeps the mind of a 
real Chriftian in fuch a ftate of actual and habi- 
tual preparation for the whole will of' God, as 
that branch of religion of which we are now 
fpeaking. We apply this refledtion principally 
to the Chriflian*s profpcift of entering into eter- 
nity. As from the top of Pifgah Mofes was pri- 
vileged to view the land of promife; fo the 
Ghriftian, from the mount on which he is pri- 
vileged to converfe with God in prayer, is at times 
enabled to look at the true Canaan ; and whilft 
he furveys its beauty, he feels the influence of 
that flame which glowed in the breafl: of the 
apofile when he faid, *^ Having a defire to depart 
<* and be with Chrifl; which is far better.'' Phil. i. 
23. In aiming to improve this fubjeft, I addrels 
myfelf, 

I . To you who never retire from the cares and 
company of this world, either to converfe with 
God or.diredt your thoughts towards another. 
You are, in the fnllefi: fenfe of the word, a 
prayerlefs perfon; you rife up in the morning, pafi 
through the day, and lie down again at night, as 
prayerlefs as the brute creation. You not only 
never pray yourfclf, but you delpife and hate 
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thofe who do, efteeming them fools and ipad-- 
men, mocking them in fome fuch manner as 
Ilhmacl did Ifaac; for '' as then, he that was 
*' bom after the flefh perfccuted him that was , 
** born after the fpirit, even fo it is now/' Gal. 
iv. 29. Is it poffible that you can believe the 
being of a God, fince you never acknowledge his 
goodnefs, or fupplicatc his bleffing? Can you 
believe the fcriptures to be a revelation from 
God, when you live in the total neglect of a 
duty which is inculcated, either in precept or in 
example, in almoft every page ? Is it poffible for 
you fo cgregioufly to miftake the tenour of the 
word of God, and the ftate of your own foul, as 
to. think yourlelf a Cbriflian, notwithftanding 
you never enter your tlofet to bow your inee 
and proftrate your fpirit before the God and father 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift ? Be not deceived upon 
this point : the word of God has united in one 
awful lift thofe who are " tlie workers of ini- 
" quity," and thofe who '^ called not upon the 
" Lord/^ Pfa. xiv. 4, 

Carelefs iinner, we addrefs you in the ftrong 
and encouraging language of the prophet : '^ Seek ' 
** yc the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
*^ upon him while he is near." Ifa. Iv. 6. feven 
wicked meii are brought to pray at laft, but it is 
tpo often when God has faid, " They fliall call 
*^ upon me, but I will not anfwer ; they fhall 
*^ fisek me. early, but they ftiall not find me/' 
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ProT. i. a8. Such is the f»:ayer of the impenitent 
iinner in fickne& and death, the. tefrror of whofe 
confcienee conftrains and .£arces him to aik .the 
grace and mercy which, all through life, be has 
trampled under foot with impunity, Jefus.Oluif}: 
gives an awful deicription of thofe who fbould 
finally fupplicate God without fuccefe:./* After- 
'« wards came alfo theothervirginsj faying, Lotd, 
'« Lord, open to us ! But he anfwered and iaid^ 
" Verily, I fay unto you, I know you not/* 
Matt. XXV. IX, 12. ' 

a. To others of you I may addrefs the follow- 
ing fcripture : " Thou cafteft o^" fear, and re- 
*'^flrainefl prayer before God/' Job xv. 4. You 
have not always negledtad private prayer; it .may 
be, that you was infiuedted to pradliiekfcu: a 
time when young, through the influence of thofe 
precepts and examples which were placed before 
you ; but you no foonef removed from under the 
reftraints to which young perfons are fubjedl, and 
were left totally to your own inclination, and 
began to launch out into the company and plea*- 
fliretf of the world, than you abandoned it as an 
ufelefs and inconvenient thing: or perhaps you 
were led to adopt the pradlice of private prayer* 
when you was in fickncfs and trouble, or appre«- 
henfive of the iiour of diffolution ; but with re- 
turning health and profpcrity^ you returned to a 
prayerlefs and irreligious courfeof life. Howtruly 
may it be &id of fuch a perfon, *« t^e laft ftate 
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** of that man is worfe than the firft/' Luke xi. 
7.6. Thofewho finally apoftatizc from Chriftianitjr 
feldom do it in a fudden and inilantaneous man* 
ner : their infidelity and irreligion are generally 
progrcffive ; they begin in the indulgence of feme 
criminal paflion ; this indifpofes the mind for 
clofet demotions ; thefe forfaken, public ordinances 
are attended in a very loofe and partial manner^ 
and the caraal profeflbr finifhes his career by 
fitting down in *^ the feart: of the fcornful," and 
labouring hard to fortify his coiifcience againft 
all the inroads of coip^yi^ionj by the vain and 
wricked opinion, that there ^s no truth in the 
Chriflian religion. Thus he who forfakes clofet 
prayer takes, at leafi, one fi:ep towards t^ie darfe 
and inhofpitablev regions of infidelity. 

3. To the real Chriftian who pra6lifes clofet 
prayer, both as a duty and a privilege, we ufe the 
language of congratulation. God has gracioufly 
brought you to an acquaintance with that part 
of religion which has a mighty efFeft upon every 
branch of the Chriftian life. You find it by ex- 
perience to be fo important that you cannot do 
without ' it. Through this holy and blefled ex- 
crcife you find your foul eafed of its burdens, 
refrelhed when ready to faint through the diffi- 
culties of the way, and fupported and preferved 
when in danger of being overcome by the num- 
bers andftrength of your fpiritual enemies. Though 
this is the happy efifedl, in general^ of a life of 
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fccrct prayer, yet you muft not be furprifed 
if you find fcafons in which you will enter 
your clofct reluctantly, and return from it drf- 
couraged and diflrefTed, on accpunt of the dark- 
nefe, deadnefs, and wanderings of your heart. 
Let not this caft you down, but rather take oc- 
cafion from it to look forward with greater ear- 
neflnefs towards, and anticipate with gteater 
plcafui^e, that world, where our communion with 
God fliall be perfeft in its nature and eternal in its 
duration. To the full poffeflion of this bleffednefe 
may every one of us at lafft arrive, ' through the 
infinitely meritorious work of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jcfus Chrift, to whom be honour and glory 
forever. Atiien. 
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SERMON VIIL 
EJACULATORY PRAYER- 



Acts \di. 59. 
Lord Je/us ! receive my fprit. 

THOUGH the world is divided into many 
difiind nations who ipeak different lan- 
guages, and who follow an infinite variety of 
cuftoms both civil and religious, yet they are all 
reduced in fcripture to two claflcs — they arc all 
either the children of light or the children of 
darknefS; — they are all either the fervants of God 
and rightiBoufnefs, or they are the fervants of 
Satan and fin. There are no charadlers, either 
^n the profane or profeifing world, difiind firom 
or between thefe two. 

Thefe t\yo great bodies are governed by two 
difiin<St leaders. The multitude of them that 
l>elieve and wprfliip God in fpirit and truth are 
the children of God, and are placed under the 
diredion and influence of Jefus ChriA^ who is 
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faid to b.c " the head over all things to the 
•* church." Eph. i. 22. Of thofe who forget 
God and work iniquity it is faid, " Ye are of your 
** father the devil, and the hifts of your father 
'* ye will do/' John viii. 44, It is this wicked 
one which is denominated " the prince of the 
*' power of the air, the Ipint that how worketh 
*^ in the children of difobedience/' Eph. ii. 2. 

The condudl of tlic-LordJefusChrift and the 
god of this world towards their refpedive fub- 
je6te is exaAly oppofitc one to another. Jefus 
ChriA tells his difciples in the moil open and 
explicit manner, of'ftli the difadvimtag^s and evils 
which will follow their attachment to him : " Ye 
*\ ihall be betrayed both by pAfehta, and bre* 
<^ thren^ and kinsfolks^ and friends ; tad foihe 
'*• of you Ihall they caufc to be put to death; and 
'* :ye ihall be hated of all men for my'namefeke*'* 
Luke xxi. 163 17. If he has conceakd any things 
it is the exceeding grcatnefs of that portion of 
iafioite bleffednefe which he has prepared for hid 
iatnts in another world. The prince of darkneft 
deceives his followers by alluring and fallacious 
promifes of intenfe and permanent pleafare iti 
fenfual gratifications, carefully concealing all the 
danger and mifery of his fcrvice. His condudt 
towards the Son of Grod when he Ihewed " him 
** all the kingdoms of the world and the gloiy 
'^ thereof/' and faid, " All thefe things will I 
<< give thee, if thou wilt fall dowa andworihip 
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•* me," Matt. iv. 8, 9. is that which he purfiiw 
towards his deluded followers ; and with thea\ he 
is too fuccefeful. 

The amaa&ing difFerehce there is between the 
principles, views, and purfuits of the two dc^ 
fcriptiona of perfons 6f whom we have beea 
fpeaking, accounts for what.is &id by an infpired 
writer : " As then he that was born after the fleflx 
♦^ perfecuted him that was born after the Spirit, 
'* «vcn fb it is now/' Gal- iv, 29. It accouats 
for that part of fecrcd hiftory out of which X 
hajve felefied my text. - Here we fee the blindoefi 
knd rage of the "children of Satan carried to the 
higheft degree of which they are fufccptible. The 
J6ws and their rulers s^ro againfi Chrift, his truths 
and his minifiers; they are determined, if.pofli- 
lilc, to topt tip vi^hat is counted a hereiy; and 
rathar than fail; they will murder the founders 
and fupporters; bf this new religion, under a ppe* 
tence of thqir bfcihg enemies to the ftato. Ste^ 
ph«i, one of the . mofl gifted and xealow of ^ 
the diibiples of Chrift, i^ one of the &rft tjbiit 
attra<%$ their notice ; when he ftands before their 
tribahal, he nbt only difdains to conceal ht$ faiths 
or to abaiidon bisminifterial office, but he bus the 
courage to reprove them for their ignorance, unfai^«- 
Uef, and impiety, in themoft dire6t and pointed 
terms. Unable to confute his reafoning, ax^en^ 
taged almoft to madnefs at his faithful reproof and 
%iid uudbuntcd courage,^ ^ they cried out with m 
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^ ..»i iropped their cars, and ran 

..,11 one accord, and caft him out 

. liid ftoned him," ver. 57, 58. The 

.^. text arc a part of his dying cx- 

,, .:i:d arc fo intercfting, that I fhall de- 

., .i tew moments from the more immediate 

^^. oi our prefent attention to make a few re* 

.tiioos upon them. 

i he pcrfon faking in my text vras one of the 
even Chrifiians chofen for deacons in the church 
ji Jerufalem, and is faid to be ^^ a man full of 
^ faith and of the Holy Ghoft." AAs yi. 5. He 
was not only fired with an ardent apd holy zeal 
lor the honour of Jefus Chrift, and the fpiritual 
and eternal falvation of precious fbuls^ but the 
Lord wonderfully blefled his labours ; for it is (aid^ 
" And Stephen, full of faith and power, did 
«• great wonders and miracles among the people/* 
His fuccefe, though it tended only to make men 
more devout worlhippers of God, and better 
members of fociety, yet it rendered him the more 
odious to felf-righteous pharifees and carnal priefts. 
It is inftruftive to notice ih what charaAer, 
and under what circumflances, Stephen fpeaks 
this fcntence. He is condemned to death, and 
that cruel and unjuft fentence is now carrying 
into execution : one might well alk, in the words 
of Pilate concerning Chrift, ^* What evil hath he 
" done ?" Is he a blafphemer of God, or an 
^nemy to mankind ? Juft the rcvcrfe ; . but 
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they " fuborned men/' who fay as much as this : 
— Thofe who perfecute men on account of their 
rehgion, are generally afhamed of the principles 
on which they really a6l, which is enmity againft 
Chrift and his holy religion. — The chief a6lors 
in this diabolical tragedy are " the fynagogue of 
*^ the Libertines, and the elders and the fcribes/' 
chap.vi. 9. 12. What a ftrange coalition ! fimi- 
lar, in foifae refpedls, to the cafe mentioned in 
Luke xxiii. ii. " And Herod, with his men of 
^^ war, fet him at nought, and mocked him, and 
^^ arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and fent him 
*' again to Pilate; and the lame day Pilate and* 
** .Herod were made friends together ; for before. 
^^ they were at enmity between themfelves.** Let 
the friends of Jefus learn a leflbn from the unity 
of wicked men in their oppofition to him and 
his cauie. Shall they be of one heart in fo bad a 
fervice, and Ihall believers fall out by the way ? 
God forbid ! Let us lay afide our prejudices arid 
our diviiions, and cordially join our councils and 
our efforts to fpread abroad the light of diviac 
truth and the bleiEngs of falvation. 

It is plcafing to obferve how this good man 
was occupied in this trying hour. He feels no 
amdety to repel the odious charges which had 
beeip exhibited againft him ; he makes no inglo* 
rious endeavour to ikve his life : he had well 
fludied, and was now realizing, the importance 
of his Matter's injundlion : «^ Be not afraid of 
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«^ them that kill the body, and after that have 
" no more that they can do." Luke xii. 4, 5; 
His eyes and his heart are towards heaven : his 
character and his life he can leave in the band of 
his God ; his foul is engaged in humble and fer- 
vent prayer for the fafe arrival of his fpirit before 
the throne of Grod and the Lamb. 

This dying faint clofely copied the heavenly 
temper of his Mafter, who prayed thus for his 
murderers : ** Father, forgive them, for they 
•' know not what they do." Luke xxiii. 34. Thole 
unruly paflions, anger and revenge, which are 
frequently excited and inflamed by reproach and 
ill treatment, are in him brought into fubjeftion 
to the power of divine grace ; and to a prayer 
for the entrance of his ipirit into the bolbm of 
Jefus he adds one for his mercilefs and blood- 
thirfty enemies : " Lord, lay not this iin to their 
" charge," ver. 6o, This is the very genius of 
the religion of Jefus; it breathes nothing but 
kindnefs and good-will towards men, even to 
our moft inveterate enemies. We have good 
encouragement to pray for them which perfecute 
us, from the inftance of Saul, whofe converfion 
to God foon followed the circumftance of his 
holding the clothes of the young men who floned 
Stephen, and who ultimately became a more/uc- 
cefsful minifterof thegofpel than even the martyr 
Stephen, to whofe death he was confenting. 
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. It would be? highly improper to pafs on without 
noticing the very important faft, that this prayer 
was diredled to the Lord Jefus Chrift, which fur- 
nifhes us with fome very interefting points of 
doctrine. Here we difccrn the certainty of Chrift's 
refurredion from the dead. This do6lrine forms 
a key-ftone in the building of Truth, if the apoftle 
Paul is to believed, for he fays, " If Chrift be 
*^ not rifen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
*^ faith is alfo vain ; ye are yet in your fins." 
I Cor. XV. 14. 17. 

Here alfo we learn the pleafing and foul-ani- 
mating truth, that when the body of the believer 
dies, his foul afcends to glory, yea, to the imme- 
diate prefence and enjoyment of Jefus Chrift.. 
This is the great principle which has not only 
reconciled Chriftians to death, but made them 
pray for it as a blefling, and given them to un- 
derftand thofe words of the apoftle, ^^ Having a 
*^ defire to depart and be with Chrift, which is 
*^ far better." Phil. i. 23. It was this which 
calmed and animated the foul of Stephen in the 
midft of that tremendous ftorm which hurried 
his foul into the haven of eternal reft. 

From this prayer of the dying martyr to Jefus 
Chrift we infer his divinity. It is, without doubt, 
an adt of religious worlhip, and contains an im- 
plied conf<?ifion of his Aipreme glory and power. 
There are but few texts in the fcriptures which 
the advcrfaries of the godhead of Chrift will find 
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more difficult to mould into thek ^heme 
than this. To dei^ the fa^ woald tie to im- 
peach the validity of the whole biilory coii-^ 
^ined in the A&b of the Apofiles; to allotr fee 
&ing being done^ and ijcteftioil the prof^tj of- 
k, would be to charge ignorance and the wor- 
fhip of the creature npon one of the wifeft and 
holieft men that ever called upon th6 name of 
God in pMyer ; yea^ upon one who isr iaid to be 
^' foil ^ the Holy Ghc^a'' If the truth of the 
hiftory be not queflioned, if the adion of the 
faint be not blamed as lo^toper^ then, in my 
judgment, there is no grouiid on which the in- 
ference we draw from the paflagc can &irly be 
either denicfd Of overthrown. 

The laft defcription of prayer on wbkfa I pro- 
|k)fed to difcontfe was qaculatory priycr, and' 
of this we have a moft beautiful example in the 
truly devout and ardent expreffion of Stephen, 
which we have now read as our text. It is not 
part of a regular prayer, but it is a fudden and 
pious ejaculation arifing out of the une3q)e<5led 
circumftances under which he was now placed.. 
In difcourfing of ejaculatory prayer we Ihall 

I. Of its nature. The word by which it is 
denominated, like the word Trinity, and many 
other words which are in familiar ufe amodg 
Chififtians, is not a fcripture term ; but it is de- 
rived from a word which fignifics to dart, or td 
I Ihoot 



Ihodt iitit {fsMttdy^ and ia tb^efo(« a^io|iri0to 
ta defcribe tfac kind of prajpet of \i^hi€h. we 9X9 
now Ipeaking, and which is in general ma4^^p 
•f ihort^ detathed^ znd unpremeditated {enHvces, 
which flcm- in an eafy and fpontaoeous rnannei^ 
fisotn the fpnls of the righteous^ who hei^g dtily 
and hourly fubjedt to the ipiritual jfenfat|oa$ til 
htingeriiig and thirfting after the bre^d and wat^ 
of li% are continually expref&ng the defire of 
Hmv fouls to God in ejaculatory petitions^ fomO'^ 
times in their own wordi^ and fomctimcs ip tbiR 
expre& words of fcriptore^ 

Though this kind of prayer is produced in ft 
.moise baAy and irr^ular maniier than either of 
the kinds we have fpoken of before^ yet a9 it it 
the imping' of the renewed mind, io it is sot 
light and tpfiihg, but ierious and devout^ and is 
ciftea Angularly [atby and vehement* . Abounding 
ia this hea^genly pra4ftice is one genuine mark of 
a gracious mind, of a mind fenfiblc of 'its ovm 
weakneiB and infuificiency, and of its conflant 
dependeoqe upon that God towards whom it 
ooDffaiidy tifj^ms in this defcriptioo of prayer. 
It is alfi> the medium through which thoie ex« 
hofiationt^ ^* Praying always/* and ^^ Pray widi* 
^ ^ut ceafing,^^ are moft JFulIy and mofi frequendy 
axeispMed. I proeeed to fhew^ 

IL That we |iave many infiances and examplef 
of ejaculatory pmyer in the word of God. 11i^ 
ate of twe kiiids-«>-thofe whkh ave moptol^ in 
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which the heart ^lone fpaketoGod^ and tho& 
which are external,* the voice accompanying tha; 
heirt*. 

Of fthat inward ejaculatory prayer, by which 
the foul iilently iighs out its wants and miferies 
to God, we have one inftatice in the cafe: of 
Mbfes, to whom the Lord faid, ^^ Wherefore 
^^ crieft thou untame? Speak unto the childrea 
*^ of Ifraei that they go forward.*' £xod. xiv. 15. 
It is naturally concluded from hence, that Moies 
had put up to God ibme devout and fervent ga* 
culations in prayer, to which God makes a gra* 
dous anfwer. We have another example of this 
kind in the hiftory of that good woman Hannah, 
6f whom it is laid, ^< She fpake in her heart, 
<<' only her lips moved, but her voice: was oot 
*^ heard.'' i Sam.i; 14. Her troubled i^irit darted 
forth, in flrong and vehement ejaculations to 
God, thofe petitions which, though often re- 
peated apparently without any fuccefs, were at 
laft abundantly anfwercd, and returned into her 
bofom the blefling ihe had fo long fought. • We 
have alfo one more ilriking elucidation of our 
fubjeiSt in the experience of Nehemiah, who 
was a truly good man, and a very diftinguilhed 
patriot, confulting the real advantage of hif 
country beyond either his own eafe or intereft; 
yea, beyond all the honours and pleafures of one 
pf the moft Iplendid courts then exifting : what 
is fald of Mofqs, may with truth be faid of 

him, 
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hhn, ^* choofing rather to fufFer affli<ftion Trith 
*^ the pcoplfe of God, than to enjoy thi pleafures 
^^ of fin for a feafon." Heb. xi. 25. If he had 
been of a felfifh and carnal temper, he would 
have been contented with a few cold expreflions 
"of pity and regret when the city, the place of his 
'fcther's fepulchre, was laid wafte, and the gates 
thereof were confumed with fire : but no; though 
he has all things richly to enjoy, and ftels no per- 
fonal difadvanta^ from the calamitous fiate of 
his country^ his compafiionate heart bleeds over 
its ruins, and his countenance daily betrays its in* 
ward afHidion. When the king noticed this, aiked 
after the reafon^ and finally defired to know th# 
object of his defire,, he tells us, that " he prayed 
*^ to the God of heaven." Neh. i. 4. From a 
due confideration of all the circumftances of 
this paifage, it is mofi: reafonable to conclude, 
that he prayed in devout and fervent ejaculations* 

But we are to Ihew, that there are inftancei 
of qaculatory prayer in which the voke an* 
Bounces the defire'of the foul: theie are more 
numerous than the ibitner,'and may be confiddced 
under various particulars. ■ 

Sometimes the foul exprefles itlelf 1 in thofc 
d^voul and >fudden eniotions^ which we denomi* 
sate ejaculations, :by the mcidiuiji 6i lachratim. 
There is a remarkable projofjo£ thie^ in the wcU** 
known inftance of Unbelieving Thomas, who had 
long doubted the truth . qf hia Maftet's! refur^ 
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teftbn, and^ in Ifae nioft fieireife land'obftixiife 
manncTj rcfifted a torrdlt tof evidence ^hich 
poured in upon him from evetf diredioo; but 
when llie fcries Ibll from hb vrym^ wlieii Ibis im- 
bt:iicf wag rbixiovod) and he ikw indeed that fab 
beloved MtftcJt wiis comeibrth ftom the grave, 
he breathed forfli the vehement etnotions of hi& 
heart 10 this tf)i|ly uiierefiii%^oulation : ^^ My 
*^ Lord and riqrGod!'' J6htk±K. 28. 

At other tiuieB the ejaodktory eicerd^ of the 
fbul are ex^n«sfled by the medimm of €oni^Iamt 
find kmmtaHdn. We <iiibem much of this in that 
part of icrl^uie, in which «| inlprred 4UpoAk is 
dcfcribing tfab fevere tKnafliiSls which atife in the 
fouls of believers through the remains of 'Gn^ 
The truth und the fevcrity of thii painfai *nd 
perpetual cocifli6l in his owH experience, wrui^g 
iram bin this abrupt and Ibntentiovis ejaculation: 
'* O wretched man that I am, who fhali deliver 
^ me from the body of this death ?" Scarce had 
he uttered thi& lamentation over the lemariK (»f 
fin in his heart, than there darted forth from his 
ibid, Hfce an arrow from the wfeU-ftrung bow, 
this ejaculation of praife: ** I thank God,throiagh 
^ JcfasChriilbur Lord/' Rom. vii. 24, 25. 

Agaih, holy and devont ejaculation^ arife to 
God from the Chilian ifaoltifrequent of ail in a 
way of pe4itim and foppjicofkon. Thus Jcrfe^^ 
when he met .hid brother fietijamm, from whom 
he had long been fepai^d> WA Pidy ^t tibe 
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ilrong emotions of natural afie^ion, but he/ifelt 
alfp the fliU more energetic operations of graces 
and poured forth this pious ejaculation : *' God 
^^ be gracious to thce^ my 6m V Gen. xliii. 129. 
In like manner Sampibn (who, though furrounded 
with many and great infirmities^ was a man of 
faith and prayer), when brought into great 
trouble through his own indifcretion and de- 
parture from God, in the bitternefs of his fbul 
offered up to God thefe fervent ejaculations : 
" O hovd God 1 remember mc, 1 pray thee, and 
*^ flccngthen me, I pray thee, only this once, 
^' that I may be avenged of the Philifiines fior 
•* my two eyes.'* Judges xvL 28. That alfo was 
a remarkable gaculatory petition which burit 
^rth from the diflrefled and agonizing mind of 
i>ne of tlie condemned malefactors who fuffeied 
with Jefus Cbrift. Senfible of his own linfuljne& 
and mifery, perceiving the reality of a ftiture 
aftate, and fuUy convinced of the gr^ce and power 
of Jefus Chnfl to iave the I0&, he cried ou^ 
<* Lord, xemember me when thou cotnefiinto 
*' thy kingdom/* To which the conde&ending 
and iu&mtcly compafEonate Jefus, without pne 
moment's hefitation, faid,^^ Verily, I fay unto 
^' thee, to-day l^ialt thou be with me in paradife*'* 
J^e Kxiii. 4a, 43. But the moA intereiiing add 
JimprefSve of all the inflanqps we are capable of 
4M^uciiE^ upon the fubjedl of ejaculatory prayer 
^ill be found in the example off Jefus Chrift ; 1^ 
jQOt only prayed in public among his difciples and 
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others, he not only retired to tiie mountain apart 
to pray, but he abounded in thofe holy and de- 
vout alpirations which we denominate gaculatory 
prayer. We might give many proofs of this re- 
mark, but we fliall fele<9! ;only one, and that 
bears a peculiar reiemblance to the paffagc fe- 
led^ed for our text^ Chrift, like Stephen, had 
his doArine impugned as blafphemy, and himfelf 
counted for a traitor to the civil powers ; and 
therefore a tumult was excited againfl him, and 
he is counted unworthy to live: when the fen- 
tence of death is carrying into execution, inftead 
of looking upon his wicked and Cruel pdrfccutors 
with indignation, and pouring out upon them 
the execrations they fojufllydeferved, he looks 
upon them with pity, and breathes fwih the 
tendernefs and compaffion of his foul in this ga- 
culation : " Father, forgive them, they know 
" not what they do." Luke xxiii;34. 

Another way in which the fouls of good men 
have been drawn out in ejaculation, has been by 
expreffions of holy fubmiffion to God when forely 
deprefled by the vifitations of his hand, and ar- 
dent appeals to God when opprefled and perie- 
cuted by the children of men. We have a moft 
afFe6ting example of the former in the cafe of 
Job, who was at once the moft lingular inftance 
of fufFering and ittf patience recorded in the fa- 
cred fcriptures. After a long feries of misfortunes 
had befallen him in the lofs of his property, either 
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by bands of robbers or fire from heaven, and tbc 
lofe of all his children by one afFcfiing provi- 
dence ; complicated and diflreffing as theie things 
were, he is enabled to fay^ in the language of 
true fubmiliion, " Naked came I out of my 
*^ mother's womb, and naked Ihall I return thi^ 
^* ther : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
^* away, blefled be the name of the Lord.'* Job.L 
21. The latter part of this remark is exemplified 
in David, whp was hated and perfecuted by Saul 
in the moft cruel and unjuft manner : when the 
Lord had put the perfon of his perfecutor into his 
hand he ipared his life, and after reproving him 
for his injnflice and wickednefs, he makes the 
following reafonable and energetic appeal to God: 
f^ The Lord judge between me and thee, and. the 
** Lord avenge me of thee, but my hand fliaU 
** not be upon thee.**^ i Sam. xxiv. 12. 

The laft fpecies of ejaculation which I fhall 
mention is that of thank/giving and fraife^ pf 
which we have one inftance in the cafe of Abra- 
ham's fervant, when he went to find a wife for 
Kaac. This good man had confcientioully fought 
the bleffing of God upon his undertaking, and 
obtained it to the full extent of his wilhes; full 
of joy and gratitude on account thereof he thank* 
dfuUy exclaims, *^ Bleffed be the Lord God of my 
;*^ mailer: Abraham, who hath hot left deflitutc 
^^ my mafier of his mercy and hi^ truth ; I being 
♦^. in the way,: th^ Lord led. xw to the houfe of 
4 *' my 
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** my maker's brethren/* Gen. xiriv!. 47. Wc 
hav€l another ipecbnen of this kind of e^acuiatiMi 
in the cafe of David, wbofe refeotment agaiaft 
Nabai for his unkind treatotent was excited to 
fuch a degree^ that be hafiily determmed.tode* 
Avoy him and all his iamily; but his rafiuaeft 
was moderated, and his vifididtiTie refohition laid 
afide, through the mUd and prudent condud of 
Abigail, for which he lifted up his heaft to God 
in the following wMds : '^ fileiled be the Loid 
^^ God of Ifrael, which &nt thee this day to meet 
^^ a»e/* 1 Safa:xx¥. ^t. I ikaU produce but eob 
mftance more, which is that of our Ueiied Mafteiv 
ivho, ia a fudden but devont manner, lifted nj^ 
his eyes towaids heaven, and ga^ic pratfo to the 
Father for the graciotis and fovereigo imniier m 
«which Ik; revealed Ihe bleflings of redetoption to 
periftiing finners in the following gaculatory 
fentences: " I thaixk thee, O Fathea-, Lord of 
«* heaven and earth, becaufc thou haft hid thcfe 
^ things from the M'ife and the prudent, and 
*« haft revealod them unto babes.. Even fo, 
*^ Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy light-** 
JXlatt. xi. 25, a6. Lprocccd, 

!II. To <hew the times and fcafons when we 
!ft«»ald exercifo bucfdvrs am qaculatory prayer. It 
is one of the priuc^al eKceflencies of this kind 
of pr^vxr, that it <:r»n be pradHfed at all itimes, in 
all places, and in all the daily occupations ctf 
toe ; but w-e iiiall ^neiice 'fonie particular &afons. 

It 
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It is proper to mingte this kind of prayer wttli ' 
all the pnUic otdinances of religion. All (bhe 
'^uocdfe of preacMng dqpends upon theaffifianoe 
and blefling of God, and therdbre both preachets 
and ^bearers ibould often &nd up ejaculatioM to 
God. The pnophets frequently broke off in the 
middle of a fet diibourfe or imnon^ to aik God^ 
l^^ience aind blefling. Thns likiah^ wb^ he 
"^as denodncing a great woe upon the enemies ef 
the church, fuddcnly exdainas, ** O Loid! be 
*f gracioos unto us ; we have waited for thee*** 
Mbl. xxxiii. 2. Aniotfaer prophet, in the midft of 
B moA humbling and afiedUiig deicription of the 
deitmfed aixl defolate Aate of Zion, camefHy lifts 
Mp bis fodi to God in this ej0culatio» : ^^ Feed 
^ thy "people with thy rod, the flock of thkie 
^ heritage, which dwell folitarily in the wood 
** in the midft of Carmel; let them feed in 
^^ Ba^an and Gilead, as in the days of ^d/' 
(Micah vii. 14. In like maimer Jeibs Cbriil, wlieil 
^pnachiiiig concerning his own fufierings, and 
their depieiiive influence upon his Ibul, prays, 
** Fattier, glorify thy name." John xii. a8. Sc* 
rkms and attentive hearers alfo have much op» 
jpottnnity for this kind of prayer, whilfi goii^ to 
Ulid when ieated ip their pSaces of worfliip; T 
fty, ferious and attentive hearers, becanfe prayer 
48 not to be expe6ied from the 'thonghtlefs aiid 
indevout, whofeeyes are rox^ng all-over tisexon*- 
gregatio% 4|nd ibeir bearts to the very ends 4atf 
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the earth; and confcqucntly they can have no 
jTeal concern for the objedts of public worfhip ta 
be accomplilhed in their experience. But the 
ical Cbriftian wants the light of gofpel truth rc- 
ile(^ed upon his underfianding, the power of it 
to be &U upon bis confcience, and the purity of 
it tranfcribed into his life and converfatidn ; erery 
ietmon, therefore, which he hears is mingled 
with holy and fervent ejaculations to God, that 
it may be followed with his grace and bleffin^. 
At the Lord's table the Chrifiian fhould abound 
in cjaculatory prayer,. There are in the fcripturc 
mode of adminifiration of the Lord's fupper in- 
tervals highly favourable to it, which may well 
be occupied in praying to the Lord JdTus to break 
the true bread of life to our fouls, and to apply 
the blood of the covenant to our confciences in 
its healing and cleanfing power. 

We may accompany all our lawful under- 
takings, both common and extraordinary, with 
Ihort and ferious petitions to God. Thus Jacob, 
when he was fending his fons down into Egypt 
to buy corn (particularly on account of Benja- 
min, going with them), uttered this ejaculation : 
** God Almighty give you mercy before the man> 
" that he may fend away your other bfother an4 
" Benjamin." Gen. xliii. 14. When David was 
told that his fon Abfalom had confpired againft 
him, and that Ahitophel was with him, hein- 
ft a^tly cried out, *' O Lord ! I pray thee turn the 
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*^ coun^ of Ahitophel into fooliihnefs/' 2 Sam, 
XV. 31. And It was the gracious anfwer which 
God gave to this ejacufatory petitiou, which 
finally made the meafures of David to profper^ U> 
his own fafety and the happinefs of his people. * 
Times of afHi<5lion^ temptation, and danger, 
are alfo Suitable feafons for this kind of prayer* 
The firil of thefe is exemplified in blind Baite- 
mens, who no foon^ heard of Jefus paifing by, 
and conceiving he had power to heat, than ia 
hafle, and without the lead premeditation, cried 
out, "Jefus, thou fon of David, have mercy oa 
^^ me/' Mark x* 47. We find an example of the 
iecond in the cafe of the apoftle Paul, who, when 
he had a thorn in the flefh, a mefienger of 
Satan to buffet him, befought the Loid thrice 
that it might depart from him. 2 Con xii. 7« 
In like manner fiiould all Chrifiians, when fud- 
denly and powerfully attacked by the texxiiptations 
of the devil,, inflantly cry out to God upon ihc 
very Ipot wherq it is made. The concluding 
branc ho f this remark is firongly expreifed in the 
condudl of die difciples, who, .when in a fiormj 
ran to Jefus Chrifi and awoke him, at the fame 
time praying thus importunately, " Lord, fave us, 
<^* we perifhl" Matt. viii. 25. : and alfo in the 
cafe of Peter fingly, who, when in his own view 
i^ danger of finking, cried, ** Lord, fave me i-! 
Matt. ^v. 30. 
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Goed men lia^e aecufiomed themfel^^eis to c^s- 
M^tory prayer ^t metsting^ and parting with eack 
ether, and alfo in their correfpondeiice by letter. 
The former of thefe is feen in the infiance of 
Boa« and his reapers; when the former came inta 

' the harveft-field he faid to the latter, «• The Lord 
<• be with jFou; and thejranfwered him. The Lord 
^ blefe thee.'* Roth iL 4* Inftanccs d( the lattWr 
▼cry frequently occur in Paul^ writings to hi^ 

.UmTRmothy, for whoti he felt an unufual de- 
cree of Chriflian affe^ion ; and henee, whilft he 
14 inftrufling him in various branches of that 
duty Vhich attached to him iiS a minifter of 
Ghrift, he mingles his ejihortatton^ w*ith Ibeh? 
itevoat ejaculations as thefe t *« The Lord give 
^*^ ihee- underftahding in all things/' 2 TM. ii. 7. 
** The Lord Jefus be with thy fpirit ; grace be 
^ with you, Amen.'* 2 Tim. iii. ^2. In this 
fetne cjHftle, (peaking of another good man, whd 
had greatly aflifted and comforted him whilft he 
Was a prifoner at Rome, he blends with de- 
fcriptions of his kindnefs pious ejaculations for 
his profperity, faying, ** The Lord give mercy 
^ unto the houfc of Oncfiphorus; ibr he oft 
•* refrefhcd me, and was not alhartied of my 
•* chain. But when he was in Rome, he fought 
^ me out very diligently and found me.- The 
^*- Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy 
« of the Lord in that day,** chap. i. i6— 18. 
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We are not precluded from this fpccies of 
prayer even when pafEng and re-paffing through 
the mod populous fireets of the metropolis : our 
eyes will at one time behold objedts, and our ears 
at another will hear founds, which will demand 
ejaculations both of prayer and praife : if we fee 
indigent and difeafed peribns^ this calls upon us 
for expreffions of gratitude to Divine Providence; 
and if we fee profane and vicious charadters, this 
ihould lead us to admire the diftinguiihing and 
foverdgn grace of God, who has made us to difier, 
though we were liable to, and capable of falling 
into, the fame abyis of lin and mifery : yea, the 
icenes of vice and immorality exhibited in our 
llreets^ are fuch as will often conflraim real 
Chriftians, cfpecially parents, filcntly to wreftle 
with God in the public ftreets, that their own 
children and the riling generation at large may be 
preierved from the foul contagion of vice, which 
is making awful inroads upon the principles and 
morals of our youth of b(kh,fexes, 

£jaculatory prayer may alfo be pra6tifed by the 
ferioiis and contemplative mind even amidii the 
hurry and buft](e of worldly occupation^. The 
godly mechanic will ibmetin^es find that hi3 foul 
is affuring to God in prayer, whilll his eyes and 
his hands are bufily employed upon his calling: 
the confcientious tradefman, whilft behind hia 
counter, and teazed by the impertinent inquiries 
^f idle loungers, who have no intention of buying, 
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or the grinding difpoiition of the real purchaftr, 
who fays of his commodity^ '^ It is naught, it '»- 
^^ naught/' Prov. xx. 34. ; he alfo will find leifure 
for prayer by ejaculation; Even, the merchant, the 
ample range of whofe commercial connexions, 
and engagement3 continually fills bis mind with 
anxious care and folicitude, and whofe attention 
is inceffantly called both in the counting-houie 
and upon the Exchange, to matters with which 
his honour, his credit, and his interefi, are inti* 
mately conne6led, if he has a fpirit of prayer, 
even thefe bufy icenes of aAion will fometimea 
witness a devout and fervent ejaculation. 

Our feafonsL of focial intercourfe will furniih: 
us with abundant matter forejaculatory prayer^ . 
The Chrifiian, who, of all men, fhould be moft 
choice of his company, is fometimes unexpeftedly 
caft into that which is very complex ; compoied, 
it may be, of the openly pro&ne, the fclf- 
righteous, the formal profeffor, and the true be- 
liever : this variety of charaAer furnifhes occafion 
fpr ejaculations both of prayer and praife. The 
converfation of focial parties, the topics of which 
are abundant and various, will furnifli materials 
for this kind of prayer. The fubjedts of focial 
converfation are not only fometimes unufually 
trifling and frivolous, but they are at others higUy 
difgufiing and criminal, being either vain. and 
licentious, or conlifting of unkind and fianderoua 
refleAions upon the charadter and condudl: o£ 
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olhfers behind their backs^ whilft to their faces 
the flanderer will fhew every expreffion of efteem 
and good-will. If wc cannot reprcfs fiich con- 
verfation, we fhould at leaft be occupied in pity- 
ing and praying for thoie who are the chief pro- 
moters of it ; yea, wc may very properly lift up 
our hearts to God in prayer^ that he would alike 
keep us from either being partakers of their error 
in the backbiting of others, or falling under the 
venom of their tongues ourfelves. But if focial 
converfation be of the ferious and inftrudlive 
kind, the fcope for the exercife of ejaculatory 
prayer is ftill more extenfive. If we hear of 
friends and neighbours who are iick and dying, 
let us pray for them; and, knowing our own 
frailty and mortality, let us pray that we may 
fland fully prepared for the fummons ourfelv«s, 
by having on the wedding garment, and by being 
enabled to " put on thfe new man, which, after 
*< God, is created inrighteoulhcfs and true holi- 
*^ nefs." Eph. iv. 24. If we hear of the declen- 
fions and falls of other profeflbrs, Ut us aljb fear^ 
and lift up our hearts to God in the language of 
IJavid, •* O keep my foul, and deliver me !*' Pfal. 
XXV. 20. If we hear of the converfion of a 
fellow-finner, let us imitate the angels, among 
whom there is joy ** over one finner that re- 
/' penteth, more than over ninety and nine juft 
* ' perfons which need no repentance," Luke xv.7. ; 
and let us wreftle with God for the coming of 
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tlmt day when all (hall know Him^ from the 
leaft to the greatefl. 

JLaAly : In times of lickneis and pain, or 
when the hour of dilTolution is approaching, wcf 
ihould exercife ourfelves much in the ufe of eja- 
culatory prayer. Under thefe circumftances^ 
Chtifii^us are ihut out from all the public ordi- 
nances to which they were accufiomed to attend 
with fo much delight and profit, and are inca- 
pacitated by the nature of their aSlidlion to en- 
gage in any other kind of prayer. They find oc- 
cafional ejaculations a fuitable and pleafing me- 
dium .of continuing their intercourfe with Grod 
at a throne of grace^ even to the laft moment. ' 
We might not only take Chrift and Stephen as 
. patterns of this kind of prayer in the hour of 
their departure out of time, but yve might give a 
long lift of beautiful and inftrudTive examples 
from the lives of the martyrs, moft of whom, 
like Stephen, when fufFering the moft cruel and 
unjuft tteatment from men, have, in the moft 
earneft and devout mariner, poured out their 
fou|s to God in ejaculatory prayer, both for them- 
fclves and for their murderers. 

IV. The encouragement there is to, and the 
i>leffings which, attend upon this defcription of 
prayer. It is a fpecies of devotion that canire- 
ceivc no impediment fr:om the confideration of 
time or place. When the woman of Samaria 
U\d to Chrift^ ^^ Our fathers worfhipped in this 
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'* mountain, and ye fay, that in Jerufalemi is tlitf 
^^ place whefe men ought to worthip the P'a- 
** ther," John iv. ao. ; he took occafion from 
^hat fhe faid to obferve, that the time was at 
hand, when all fartdlity of place fhould be done 
d>5vay, and that the oAly important thing to be 
regarded in prayer would be that of its being 
offered in fpirit and in truth. It is now all holy 
ground, either where two or thfee meet together • 
tX} fupplicate the throile of grace, or where there 
ih only one believet whofe'foul afcends to God in 
holy ejaculations. 

We have great cncowagement to pradlife this 
defcripticn of prayer, from the kind attention God 
has given to them who have pra6tifed it. When the 
children df Reuben, and the Gadites, and half* 
tribe of Manaffeh, had war with the Hagarites, 
it is faid, " They were. helped againft them, aind 
" the Hagarites were delivered into their hand, 
** and all that were with them ; for they cried to 
^* God in the battle, and he was entreated of 
** them, becaufe they put their truft in him.** 
I Chron. v. 20. The prayer which was thus pre- 
Valeht with God could be no other than .ejacu- 
latory, fince it was offered up to God in the very 
heat of the conflia. 

•The malefa(£lor who fuffered on 'the crofi 
iVith Jefus Chrift no fooner faid, ^* Lord, remcm- 
" her me when thou comeft into thy kingdom,** 
than the Saviour anfwered immediately, without 

3 2 hefita« 
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hefitation or delay, ** To-day {halt thou be with. 
** me in paradife/* Luke xxiii. 42, 43. To be 
fucccfsful with God in obtaining fpiritq^lbleflings, 
it requires neither loud nor long prayers; He 
looks at the hearty and is as attentive to the 
pious ejaculation as to the more regular and 
Hated devotions of the good/mah^ 

One blejQing attendant upon Jhe habitual and 
fcrious exercife of ejaculatory prayer* is, that it 
helps to keep the heart from the inroads of vain, 
\¥orldly, and \yicked thoughts. The heart of 
man is never totally unoccupied ; if it is not oc- 
cupied with God and good things, it will foon 
be under the influence of the prince of dark-' 
nefs; This ftrong man armed, who has been caft 
out, aniJ had his goods fpoiled, will be watching 
for an oj:)portunity of returning, at leaft, to 
(Jifturb and annoy ; for it is impoffible that he 
Ihould ever refcue ,the faved linner from under 
tjie dominion of Jefus Chpfl again. Nothing 
more effetflually tends to fecure the avenues of 
the renewed mind ^gainft his depredatory ex- 
curfions than a ftrong and habitual difpofition 
to ejaculatory prayer: this is one way in which 
the Chriftian carries into pradice the following 
apoftolic injundion : ^* Refift the devil, and he 
" will flee from you." James iv. 7. 

Another advantage which follows ejaculatpiy 
prayer is, that it gives the mind a more ready 
and permanent bias towards other fpiritual and 

ftated 
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ftatcd fervices, whether they are performed In the 
clofet, thefamily, or the church. If our thoughts 
and dclires are all through the daj intent only 
ijpon worldly things^ and never once turned to-, 
wards God and heavenly pbjedla, it is almoft 
certain, that when we come to more public and 
ftated devotions we fhall find our hearts, if not 
confufed and unable to ** attend upon the Lord 
*^ without diftradlion,'* i Cor. vii. 35. we Ihall 
find them at leaft cold and fluggiflic but abound- 
ing in ejaculatory prayer, the mind is kept alive 
and adtive in its holy vocation, moves on in its 
own proper fphere, and returns to public ordi* 
nances with that difpofition towards them which 
enables it to enjoy their true fweetnefs whije 
cngagejd in them, and conftrains it on its return 
from them to fay, " It is good for me to draw 
«* near to God." Pfa. Ixxiii. ^8. 

Again : The conflant pracSlice of ejaculatory 
prayer tends to make us referable Enoch, of 
wliom it is faid, that " he walked with God.'* 
Gen. V. zz. It tends to make our affections 
ffM|pal> and attract themi towards tlie hea- 
venly world, and fo fulfil the apoftle's advice, 
♦^ Set your affecStions on things above, not on 
'^ things on the earth,*' CoL iii. 2. ; it brings us, 
in a meafure, to have our conyerfation in hea- 
vtiii from whence we look fpr the coming of thp 
Lord Jefus Chrift. In attempting fome improve* 
loent of this fubjedl we addrefe ourfelves, 
. ' S3 I. To 
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. 1. To worldly and carnal men. If you eveaf 
utter any thipg in a way of prayer, it is by eja- 
culation ; but even this {ayours more of profane** 
xie& than of devotion; in the manner yoy pradife 
it. Sometimes^ after being intenfdy heated with 
paflion, and breajiing forth in a torrent of proir 
fane fwearing, confciencc didlates a cold and 
formal ejaculation, " Grod forgive m^V* .At 
other timely the flightcft matter of furprife leads 
you to exclaim, ** Lord, have mercy upon me I" 
or, " Chrift, have mercy upon me!'* Theib 
ejaculations have not in them thp nature of true 
prayer; they arc dire^ft and exprefe violations of* 
the third commandment^ which fays, ^* Thou 
♦' fhalt not take the name qf the Iiord thy God 
** in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guilt-? 
*^ lefe that taketh his name in vain,'* Exod.jcx.7: 
That negledl which many (hew towards every 
other kind of prayer is apologized for under an idea 
that God looks at the heart, and that one petition 
is as good as a thoufand. I have either read or 
heard an anecdote of a man who waq accuftomed 
to fay, that he ihould think himfelf iafe, if .n^n 
he, came to die he only had tim? to fay, " Lord, 
'* have mercy upon mc!'* It fo happened, that 
fleath fuddenly arrefled him in an unexpefted 
moment ; his defire of having time to utter one 
prayer was granted, biit inllead of praying for 
the falvation of his foul, he fpent that one mo- 
meat's refpite from eternify in praying for its 
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damnation. OIi, thou wicked and deceitful heart 
of man ! to what a dark^ deluded^ and dreadful 
ftate has fin reduced thee ! 

2. To mere profeffors of religion, who totally 
negledl this kind of prayer, we addriefs the Ian* 
guage of reproof. You think it is enough to 
fay your prayers ftatedly j arid having done thisj 
you think no mote either of God or religion till 
the regular feafon of devotion comes round 
again. It fhould be told to you, thai one leading 
trait of difference between the formal profeflbr , 
and the real Chriftian lies in this — to the former 
all religious duties are a taik, to the latter they 
are pleafing and delightful. Religion is the good 
man's calling, and his heart is inceflantly occu- 
pied with it, cveYi though his hands are ejn- 
ployed in his worldly bufineffe. 

There arc, howeyer, fome profeflbrs who are 
worthy of reproof on a different ground. They 
. flight all flated ieafons of prayer, and fatisfy 
therafelvcs in the habitual negledl thereof under 
an idea that it is too late, or that it is enough to 
' offer . up^ a few ejaculatory petitions after their 
heads are laid down upon their pillow : thefe 
muft be lazy prayers indeed ; they favour fl^rongly 
of the natural man, 'and are neither pleafing to 
God nor profitable to themfelves ; it is offering 
the lame, and the halt, and the blind, for fa- 
prifipe. 

M 3. To 
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3* To the real Chrifti^n wc oHer exhortation 
^nd advice. We have flicwn you the nature and 
importance of ejaculatory prayer^ and we rcconv^ 
mend to you a ferious and conftant attention to 
it ; but to praftife it with fucccfs^ you muft cul- 
tivate a familiar acquaintance with the &)Uowing 
fubjecfts. ^ 

The evil of fin, and a tcndcmefs of confcience 
in regard to.lt^ is among the firfi: of thoie things 
that fliould be ilrongly felt and carefully che- 
rifhed by a Chriftian. Temptations to fin arifc from , 
lo many quarters, aflail us under fo many fpe- 
cious appearances, .and only to parley with the 
temptation is produAive of fo many baocful ef- 
fedls, that we fliould ever be watching and pray^. 
ing againfl tliem. The more we fee this, an4 ^ 
feel our danger and weakncfs, wc fliall be the 
more habituated to lifting up our fouls to God 
in fuch petitions as thefe : ^^ Cleanfe thou me 
*^ from fecret faults ; keep back thy fervant alfo 
*' from prefumptuous fins, let them not hate do- 
" .mipion oyer me.** Pfa. xix. 12, 13. 

Another fubje6l which has a ftrong tendency 
to draw the heart out in ejaculatory prayer, is a 
fenfe of the love of God to us in Jefus Chrift ; 
this has an ^ttraftive influence upon tl^ foul^ 
drawing it away from earth and fin, and afluni- 
lating it into the mind aiid fpirit pf Him whofe 
offence is love. 
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We iliall alfo abound in tjaculatory prayer in 
proportion as we difcern our intereft in Jefu3 and 
his falvatioii. If. Jefus be pur mafler and our 
friend, weiball be anxious to converfewith him, 
and receive from him fome tokens of his kind** 
nefs and care; of courfe our fouls will often 
'be darting forth their wiflies towards him ; he 
muft be ever the firft and chief object of our 
fpiritual regard ; and of his prefence the believer 
will cheerfully fay, 

*^ *Tis thy fwect beams create my ndtjn ; 
*' If thou withdraw, 'tis night." 

Another fubje^l calculated to enlarge th« foul 
In e}aculatory pr^ayer is the doctrine of Divine 
Providence. I ipeak not merely of that provi- 
dence which extends univerfelly to all the material 
find intelligent part of creation ; but I refer to 
that Ipccial providence which has to do with the 
Chriftian in particular, and which extends to all 
his perfonal, relative, and fpiritual concerns ; 
that providence which fufFers not one hair of 
|he Chriftian's head to fall to the ground without 
its notice. This is fuch an encouraging and 
confolatory doctrine to the believer, that it can-' 
Tiot fail to allay his fears, encourage hi^ hopes^ 
^nd le^d him to much prayer to Grod, that his 
wife aijd gracious influence would guide, prote^, 
and blefs him at all times and feafons, and in 
f very >yclrk of his hands. 

^ Agaia: 



( 266 ) 

Again : Wc fball be nmch engaged in lifting 
up our fouls to the Xord in this kind of prayef 
if we attain to much fpiritual-mindednefe. The 
heart muft be in a meafuit freed from; its carnal 
And grovelling propenlities^ Jefus Cbrift taught 
his difciples a very important IclTon, and one 
that is abundantly exemplitied in the experience* 
of Chriftians : " Where your trealure is, there 
*' will your heart be alfo." Matt. vi. 21. " The 
" unfearchable riches of Chrift," Eph. iii. 8. is 
tlie believer's portion and inheritance; He is 
** the pearl of great price,'* to obtain which the 
renewed mind, would part with a thoufand worlds. 
If therefore oi^r fouls are properly afiedted with 
divii>e things, there will be found in them a 
ftrong bias to heavenly objects, and a holy and 
ardent afpiring after them in ejaculatory prayer* 

This dcfirable frame of mind will alfo be much 
jDcreafcd and ftrcngtbencd by a deep fenfe of 
our frailty and m'ortality. If we live under the 
impreffion that we are dying creatures, that we 
iiand in jeopardy every hour, and that pcrad* 
venture we may be called into eternity without 
any previous intimation by pain or licknefs ; this 
will fhew us the neccffity of \vhat our Lord fa 
firongly recommends to his difciples> and which 
he urges with fo powerful a motive in the foU 
lowing paflage: '^Therefore be ye alfo ready, 
*^ for in fuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
•* Man Gometh." Matt. ^^iv. 44. A full per- 
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ftiafion that we are ftrangers and fojourners here, 
and that peradventure we Ihall be at home in a 
day or two, will furely tend' to weaken our con- 
cern and anxiety about our accommodations upon 
the road. This is one of the evils from wfcich 
we efpecially need to be delivered. Though the 
•things which are temporal are only temporary 
conveniences granted for our ufe in our journey, 
through the wildernefs, yet how eagerly we g©(p 
them, and what an inordinate anxiety we feel 
^bout them ! 

** The fondnefs of a creature's love, 
** How ftrong it ftiikcs the fenfe ! 
. ^ Thither the warm affcftions move, 
*^ Nor can we call them thence. • • 

** Dear Saviour, Jet thy beauties be 

** My foul's eternal food ; 
^* And grace command my heart away 

** From all created good." 

Finally : To be habitually pradlifing ejacula- 
tory prayer jrequirear an. abundant fupply of giace, 
^nd tlje jppntinual influence, of the Holy Spirit, 
^s the Spirit of grace and fupplication. The 
yrhole bias of pur afFe6lion? naturally is to the 
things which are earthly ; they never, rife to the 
Ihings. whiph are eternal but by the conftraining 
fuid powerful agency of the Holy Spirit ; and if 
that be withdrawn, they inftantly fink to their 
pative element again: ^^ The firft maq is of 
•■""'"/ '"the 
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•^ tlic earth, earthy/* i Cor. xv. 47. How carnejSt 
then ihould we be for tlic prefence and affiftance 
of this divine agent to hejp our infirmities, and 
keep our hearjts on the wing towards God and 
hearen ; how folicitous Ihould we be to keep in 
remembrance, and to carry into praftice, that 
folemn and needful injutK^lion of the apofile: 
^* Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
** ye are fcaled unto the day of redemption/* 
Eph. iv. 30. We but too often fall into the error 
againft which we are here admonilhed, and we 
inftantly. feel the baneful effed^s of it in our 
experience. J^et t:his then put us out of love 
\yith our prefent weak and imperfef): fiate ; let it 
urge us to be looking toward, and aipiring after, 
that glorious, that infinitely blefled day, when 
out ^^ eyes fhall fee the king in his beauty, and 
*^ behold the land which is afar off.'* Ifa. xxxiir. 
1 7. Then our fouls fhall never more be attradled 
from their delight in God and eternal things ; 
prayer fhall. then be changed intp praife, hope 
into fruition, and our fouls be ever near, and 
always like, Him, after whom they have fo often 
fighed in holy ejaculations. " Now unto Him 
*' that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
*^ prefent you faultlefs before the prefcrfce of hia 
^« glory with exceeding joy: to the only- wife 
** God our Saviour, be glory and majefly, do- 
** minion and power, botlk no^ and eren 
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SERMON IX. 

THE PREVALENCE OF CHRIST'S INTER- 
CESSION FOR HIS PRAYING PEOPLE. 



I John ii. t. 

ff^e have an advocate "VcitJi the Father ^ Jefus Chrifi 
the righteous'.- 

TTt^HEN it is confidered, that the golpel is a 
, ^ ^ reyelation from God, it ^ is natural to 
conclude, that it muft be a wife, a gracious, and 
a fuitablc provi^on of mercy for helplefs and 
guilty man ;- and that it is highly fuited to ac- 
complifh all thofe beneficial efFedls which he had 
defigned to accomplifh through its inftrumcntality. 
Among thefe may be reckoned principally^, the en- 
lightening 6f the mind into knowledge of the 
one living and trae God, the efFeftiial converfion 
of the foul, and producing a holy conformity to 
God in the life and converfation. It is only in 

' the 
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the golpel revelation that men have a full dncl 
faithful manifeflation of the nature^ perfe6lions, 
and charadler of God, together with an exa6l 
detail of that knowledge^ experience, and prac-^ 
tice, which Coiiflitute the leading features of the 
Chriftian charadter, are highly pleafing to God, 
and which are the invmediate fruit of his own 
cmnipotence and grace. 

If I were alked, in what branch of revelation 
the Chriftian might find one of the mofl: concifc 
arid comprchenlive views of genuine Chriflianity? 
I would fay, In the admirable- and tiruly inftru6live 
-cpiftolary writings of the apoftle John. Here 
the dodlrine of the glorious Trinity, the union 
of the divine and human nature in the perfon of 
Jefus Chrift, the perfbnality, divinity, and in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghofl, are beautifully and 
ftrongly infilled upon. They fet forth alfo the 
lich and powerful experience of the truth upon 
the heart, as it draws it to a near and conftant 
intercourle with God at a throne of grace, an 
ardent love to him, ancJ a kind and afFedllonate 
regard to all that belong to his family and bear 
his image- They furnifh, moreover, a full and 
explicit body of evidence on which every pro- 
felTor is to determine his own flate and charadler. 
They Ihew the impradlicability of the love of God 
and the love of the world being united in the 
fame perfon ; the folly of concluding that we are 
the children of God and of light, if we obey riot 
5 his. 
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his commandments, or live in the indulgence and 
pta6lice of any known ox allowed fin. 

The, perfon whofe name is affixed to this cpiftfe 
was the beloved difciple of Jefus Chrift, and was 
privileged to lean upon his Matter s bofom ; and 
well did be improve this indulgence by citching 
mudi of his Mafter's fpirit, and treafuring up 
with careful affiduity the heavenly things which 
fell from the Redeemer's iips., Others of Ac 
cvangdifis are more particular in the rektioii 
they give? of the birth, temptations, and iufFerings 
of Jefus; but this difcipk, in the gofpel which 
bears his fignaturc, has prelcrved many of his 
difcourfes, cfpecially thofe which he delivered 
juft before the awful period of his giving his life 
a ranfoin for fipners. Thefe throw much ii^t 
upon the miniftry of Jefus Chrift, and have been 
inftrumental of much comfort t6 the faints. They 
alfo defcribe the nature and tendency of his work, 
fpeaking in the moft explicit manner o£ his death , 
a^ the price of his people's ranfomj and tbeab- 
folute neceifily of his departure from his difciplcs, 
that he might fulfil the prophecies which related 
to the coming of the HolyGhoft; who, when 
he came, was to convince men of fin, lead tl^em 
into the troth, take the things of Jefus, and 
fhew them unto their fouls, and thus become 
«f the Comforter/' ^ 

Of all the fubje<^s on which this pleafing and 
ixoilrQ^ive writer has employed his pen^ therein 

none 
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»onc which is more important in itfclf, or oporl 
whidh he has more fully unveiled the mind of 
God, than upon that of Chrifi haviz^ gone into 
heaven, to abide there as the interceffor and advo- 
cate of his church and people. This is the delight- 
ful and foul-reviving truth of which he is fpeaking 
io the words of my tcxt^ and which he places 
before the eyes of the difciples of Jefus Chrift, as 
a do6trine full of encouragement and comfort. 

It is taken for granted by this apoftle," that 
the people of God are not utterly freed from the 
indwelling and firivings of fin againA grace ; 
nay> it is fuppofcd, that through the power of 
temptation, and the exceffive wcalcuefs of human 
Jiature^ they may fall into it ; ^ this will of 
courfe not only offend Gpd and difhonour their 
profeffion, but it will ncceffarily be produdtive of 
holy Ihame and godly forrow. In fuch diftreffing 
circumfianccs where fhall they find relief ? what 
fliall encourage them to approach a throne of 
grace, confeffing and lamenting over their back- 
flidings, and adopting the ftrong Janguage of 
the penitent, who faid, " Make me to hear joy 
•* and gladnefs ; that the bones which thou hafl 
•^ broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my 
*'^ fins, and blot oiit all mine iniquities.*' Pfal. li. 
8, 9. Under fuch a frame of mind the apofilc 
propofes the dodlrine of Chrift's advocacy in the 
prefence of the Father as peculiarly fuitablc to 
alleviate and encourage the defponding foul. 

The 
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Tlie dodlrlne of Jefus Cbrifl: being an advo- 
cate with the Father, I prefumed was the mofl 
pleafing and fuitable topic with which to conclude - 
thefe difcourfes on prayer, becaufe, in whatever 
kind of prayer we engage, whether public, focial, 
family, private, or ejaculatory, it is from hence 
that it derives its ultimate fuccefs. If Jefus, as the . 
high-prieft of our profeffion, had not entered 
into the heavens for us with his own blood, our 
prayers had never found acceptance in the light 
of God, we had not perfevered in the pradice of 
the duty, nor felt frcec^om and boldnefs in the 
exercife of it. But if he does for us what he 
did for Peter, pray that our faith may not fail, 
Luke xxii. 32. inftead of being like too many 
profeflbrs, who have run well for a time and; 
then have been hindered, or totally turned alide 
from the ways of God, and made fhipwreck of 
faith and a good confcience ; inflead of refem- 
bling thefe, we Ihall be enabled to continue a- 
life of holy fellowfbip with God : and this con- . 
folatory truth, that we have an advocate with the 
Father^ will encourage us to come daily, and. 
with holy confidence, to a throne of grace. In 
thisi difcourfe we Ihall notice, 

L The nature of the office defcribed in this , 
text. It is that of a perfon who ftands up in any 
court to plead the caufc of another, ^nd which 
' may be exercifed in difFeren): rcfpecls : 

T I . Aa 
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I. An advocate is one who fomctimes fiands up 
in court to defend and vindicate the innocent from 
falfe and wicked accnfations, whether preferred 
againft them through ignorancd or malevolence, 
Conlidering ourfelves in a natural and moral point 
of view, no plea can be offered upon our ac- 
count ; but confidered as " accepted in the Be- 
** loved," we may, we muft be vindicated. Satdii 
is ftyled " the accufer of the brethren. ■* Rev. xii. io, 
A prophet of old had fliewed unto him *^ Joihiia 
" the high-prieft ftanding before the Lord, and 
*^ Satan ftanding at his right hand to refift hiin/^ 
Zech. iii. i. Men rife up alfo to accufe ChriftianSj^ 
together with then: own cpnfciences; but it i? 
their unfpeakable mercy that Go(i himfelf hath 
faid, " Every tongue that fhall rife againft thee in 
*^ judgment thou Ihalt condemn,*' Ifa. liv. 17. and 
« The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan !" Zech. iii. 2. 
ihall proceed from the mouth of one who hasi 
power to caft this adverfary down, yea, who has 
already foiled him in combat, and will not fufFer 
him to fucceed againft the weakeft believer. Tp 
this part of ehrifiian dodrine there is a moft 
plealing allufion in the following interefting 
fcripture, which contains an exultation of the 
mpft pleafing and confolatory defcription : " Who. 
" fhall lay any thing to the charge of God's eledl ? 
« It is God that juftifieth, who is he that con- 
^^ demneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea, rather. 

" that 



'^ that IS rifen again, who is even at the right 
** hand of God, who aUb maketh interceffion 
*' for us." Rom. viii, 33, 34, 

2. An advocate is one who fometimes ftands 
up in a court of judicature to make clear a man's 
title to, and finally obtain for him the pofleffion 
of, an inheritance, to which he is the lawful 
heir. The kingdom of glory i^ the free and gra- 
cious beftowment of the Father to his children : 
Jefus Chrift aflured his infant church of this 
truth \vhen he faid, " Fear not, little flock, for 
*' it is your Father's good pleafure to give you 
. *^ the kingdom.'* Luke xii. 32. He afterwards 
told them that he would fee to their having pof- 
feilion of it : this was a part of his farewell ad- 
drefs to them, and was mentioned at that time, 
bccaufe calculated to alleviate the forrow they felt 
at parting with him : ^' In my Father s houfe 
'** are many manfions; if it were not fo, I would 
^* have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
*^ you," John xiv. 2. He did not promife, in 
•this inflance, more than he meant to perform; 
they heard him dire<ft his particular attention to 
this objed in prayer to his Father in thefe words: 
" Father, I will that they alfo whom thou haft 
** given me be with me where I am, that they 
^^ may behold my glory." John xvii. 24. And 
fuch is his confidence of fuccefs, that he ufes 
this ftrong language to his difciples, fpeaking of 
his fhecp, " I give unto them eternal life^ and 

T a *^ they 
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** they lliall never, perifh, neither flxall any pluck 
*' them out of my hand." John x. 28. FromL 
all thefe confiderations good men have lived 
happy and died triumphant^ in the afiurance of 
obtaining this inheritance* We have a ftriking. 
example of this in the language of the apoftle : 
*^ I have fought a good fight, I have finifhed my 
*^ courfe, I have kept the faith : henceforth there 
^*. is laid up for me a crown of righteoufiiefs, 
*^ which the Lord, the righteous judge, Ihall give 
'^ me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto 
" all them alfo that love his appearing." 2 Tim. 
iv. 7, 8. 

3. An advocate is one who appears in court to 
plead the caufe of the guiUy. This is the partis 
cular point to which the words of the text refer : 
" If any man lin, we have an advocate with the 
** Father." It is here allowed by the apoftle 
John, that God's dear people may fall into fin. 
If we ferioufly remember this truth, and call to 
our mind that it is an evil and bitter thing to 
fin againft God, fo far from thinking little of it, 
or trifling with it, we fiiall pray for grace to 
avoid the very appearance of it ; we fliall watch 
againft it with the greateft vigilance and circum- 
fpedtion. You fee then, Chriftian, there is nothing 
in the gofpel difpenfation to encourage fin — there 
is every thing to difcountenance it : and if you 
ever fall into it, you will furely be brought to 
repent of and mourn over it; yea, like Peter, 

you 
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you will he made to weep bitterly. If this be 
the diftreffing cafe of any fonl, let me cautioa 
that foul againft indulging defpair ; remember that 
Jefus is ahle to fave to the uttermoji ; and where- 
fore ? becaufe he ever liveth to make interceffion^ 
yea even for the tranfgrejfors. This is the dodlrine 
of our text on which we are now to difcourfe 
more particularly. May we difcern the beauty 
of this part of religion, and be enabled fo to aft 
faith upon it in every time of need, that we 
may feel all the peace and comfort it is capable 
of affording. I proceed to fpeak, 

II. Of the Perfon who fuftains this office for 
the ChrifHan church — Jefus Chrift the righteous. 
He is the only one ; the faints and angels arc 
made fuch by the Papal church, but it is a mere 
fiftion, a part of will-worfhip, having not the 
leafl foundation in the word of God : the faints 
and angels would blufh at the idea of attempt- 
ing it. Indeed it is not only utterly ufelefs, but 
it is an indignity offered to Jefus Chrift, who, in 
the economy of man's redemption, is alone ap- 
pointed " an advocate with the Father.'* 

I. The perfon is Jefus Chrift^ the only and 
well-beloved Son of God. This was declared 
by a voice from fieaven in the following words : 
*^ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
** pleafed.'* Standing in this high relation to 
God, and being thus acceptable in his fight, muft 
necelfarily give him a peculiar intereft with him. 

T 3 . This 
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: This Advocate Hands alfo in a near relation to- 
ns ; he is bone of our bone, and Acfk of our 
fiefh ; he is our mafler, our friend^ and our 
brother ; he will, therefore, «ever forget or fl^gjht 
our caufe ; he loves us, as he ever has done, and 
takes a great intercft in aH that conce^ms our 
prefent and eternal bleffednefs. 

He is, moreover, abunckntly qualified for thia 
office, in that he is thus defcribod: ^^ Seeing 
" then we have a great liigli prieft, that is paJflfed 
*^ into the heavens, Jefus the Son of God, kt 
" us hold faft our profeffieiu For wc hav« not 
**. an high -prieft which cannot be touched wjth 
[^ the feeling of onr infirmities ; but was ill aH 
'^ points tempted like as we are, yet without Hjn* 
f^ Let us, therefore, come boldly uato jtiie 4bmi>e 
*^ of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
*^ grace to help us in every time of need/' Heb. 
iv. 14, 15, 16. We fee by this paflage, how 
firongly the appearance of Chrift m heaven^ears 
upon the fubje6t of our approach to God at a 
throne of grace, fince the apoftle takes from 
thence an argument to come with boldnefs. 
, 2. The advocate of the church is Jofus Chrift 
ihe righfeous. Under this defcriptifon we may 
notice the purity of Chrift. He is not a linful 
creature like ourfelves ; perfecSt innocence mariced 
every thought, every word, and every a6tion of 
his. This great truth was typified and prefigured 
under the Mofaic difpenfation; it being ordained^ 
I that 
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that -every high-prieft ihpuld be perfe(^ly free 
from hptjily imperfedlion^ and have " Holinefs to 
^^ tjheLord" written upon his forehead, might not 
be without its allnfion to the perfeAion and 
holinefs of our ^eat High-prieft. That every 
lamb deftined for facrifice was.to be without hh^ 
intjh had refpedl to Jefus, of whom the apoflle 
thus fpeaks ; " Forafmuch as ye know that ye 
*' were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
^^ filyer and gold, from your vain converfation, 
** received by tradition from your fathers, but 
*^ with the precious blood of Ghrift, as of a 
" lamb without blemifli and without Ipot."^ i.Pet. 
i. i8, 19. 

What he is called by an angel, in his addrefs 
tp Mary, is alfo exprefiive of this bleffed truth ; 
" that holy Shing which fliall be born of thee ftall 
« be called the Son of God/' Luke i. 35. Ste- 
phen alfo denominates him *^ the Juft One*'* 
Adts vii. 52. Thefe expreffipns are not fuitable 
to any mere creature ; none of thefe are gopd, 
no, not one. 

All thofe who have had the heft means of 
being acquainted with the true chara6ler of ChriJft, 
have uniformly confidered him as without fin : it 
is implied in the conduft of John the 3aptifl; to- 
wards Chrift, when Jbe came Jfrom Galilee to be 
baptized of him ; it is faid^ <^ John forbad him^ 
*^ faying, I have need to be .baptized of thee, 
^* and comeft thou to me?" Matt. iii. 14. It 
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may alfo be inferred from the language ol? Peter, 
when he faid, " Depart from me, for I am a finful 
** man, O Lord." Lukq v. 8. Surely he could 
not conlider Chrift as like him in that refpedl, or 
he would never have expreffed himfelf in fuch a 
manner. 

ITie tefiimony which Chrilt gave of himfelf 
indicates that he was perfedWy righteous : ^^ The 
** prince of this world cometh,*' faid the Re- 
deemer, " and hath nothing in me.** John xiv. 
30. And again : ** Which of you convinceth 
*^ me of fin ?** John viii. 46. The truth of his 
own tefiimony was in part corroborated by the 
confeflion even of his enemies : Pilate, when he 
gave him up to be crucified, ** took water, and 
" wafhed his hands before the multitude, faying, 
*^ I am innocent of tlie blood of tliis juft perfon, 
*^ fee ye to it." Matt, xxvii. 24. Judas, after 
the Mefi[iali was condemned, repented, carried 
back the thirty pieces of filver, and faid, " I 
" have finned in that I have betrayed the inno- 
^^ cent blood." Matt, xxvii. ^. 

The apoftle Paul is not content with merely 
affirming the truth of this doftrine, but he indi- 
cates the neceflTity of his being perfedly righte- 
ous : " For fuch an high-priefl: became us, who 
♦^ is holy, harmlefs, undcfiled, and feparate ft-om 
*^ finners ; made higher than the hegvcns, who 
<^ necdeth not daily, as thofe high-priefts, to 
*^ offer up facrifice, firfl. for his own fin, and 
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^^ then for the people; for this he did once 
*^ when he oflfered up himfelf. For the law 
^* makcth men high-priefts-which have infirmity ; 
'^ but the word of the oath, which was fince the 
^' law, maketh the Son, who is confecrated for 
" evermore.'^ Heb. vii. 26, 27, 28. He makes 
the glory and pre-eminence, of all the work of 
Chrift arife from hence, that he was not, like the 
high-priefl of old, obliged to offer facrifice fot 
his own fin, inafmuch as he was perfe<SHy holy. 

He is highly qualified for this work, not only as 
he is perfectly holy, but alfo as he is f^uthftd and 
true to the work in which he is engaged. The 
importance and neceflSity of this trait in the cha- 
radler of Jefus Chrift is beautifully and ftrongly 
reprefented by the apoflle in the following fcrip- 
tures : " Wherefore in all things it behoved him 
'^ to be made like unto his brethren, that he 
*^ might be a merciful and faithful high-prieft iii 
/* things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia- . 
" tion for the fins of the people." Heb. ii. 16. 
From this paflTage it is to be inferred, that faith- 
fulnefs is not only a fit and fuitable, but a ne- 
celTary branch of the charadter of our great High- 
priefl:, Speaking of him in another place, the 
apoflle makes a comparifon between him and the 
Jewifh lawgiver: " Who was faithful to Him that 
** appointed him, as alfo Mofcs was faithful in 
^^ all his houfe," Heb. iii. 2. 

The 
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Tbc fidelity of Jefus Cbnft, tak^ m gm^^ 
is coD06<5fced with all hie work as a JVlediator^i^nd 
may be inferred both to his Father a^d to his 
church. He bad a ^eat work giy<ea hiin tp 4o ) 
he came ia the capacity of his F^4)(er^^ (ervant, 
according to Ifaiah^ ^lii. i. <^ Behold my ^ervant^ 
^' whom lupbold; muae ^le(^> in firhpm my foul 
<* delighteth. I have put |hy Spirit i^pon Im^, 
*« he Ihall bring foftl^ judgment to tjidgeotiles." 
In the difcharge of /thi$ fervioe he had twio great 
ob}e6ts to accompliiih ;— «the jQ^oe was to magnify 
the law, and make it how^^iAr9i)}e — and the other 
to glorify all the divii^ pepfodtiociS;. Hjs eiyp «ncl 
his heart were always disecfted to iiiefe two great 
ends; he made doing the will of GrfxlhisiBeat 
and his dank ;. he was a faithful feryaot^ l$i^iqg 
nothing undone which he had engaged to p^* 
form; and therefore both the law and julKce of 
God were readily confenting to his releafe from 
under the power of death and the grave, he having 
iatisfied all their demands. 

But Chrift is alfo faithful to his people as ;their 
advocate v»rith the Father. Hea6led as their Head 
and Surety whilfl: he was in a flate of humiliation 
and fuiFering upon earth ; there was nothing that 
iis love and pity induced him to undertake, but 
lie has pundually performed it; and now he is 
gone into the heavens for us, he is earnefily in- 
tent upon finiihing the great work he has fo^ra- 
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cipufly begun : he is too righteous either io forget 
or neglecft our intereft; he is eiagaged by hii» 
relation to us^ as well as by his office and pro«-. 
miie^ to procure lor us the beftowment of alL 
&ebdfal good, and the free and continued acr^ 
ceptance of our jperfons and' ieivices at a throsie. 
of grace. Come then, yc weak ^od fearful iaints^ 
ti^ isaufe that is ioo. hard for ym, Deut. i. 1 7* put 
it into the hand of this wife, this gracious, this 
rightc6us and faithfiil Advocate 4 he will not re- 
fofe your cafe, he w4H plead well, he will plead it 
focoefsfully. I coeae now to ^ak> > 

III. More partioulady of the work of Chrift 
as the Advocate of his people. This graind fcrip^ 
ture do6lrine is prefented to our view both in 
the "^Old and New Teflament : in the former it 
was cxprefsly prefigured by Ihe entrance of the 
high-prieft alone krto the holy of holies once 
every year. H^e kading feature of this part of 
the Levkical law is conveyed m the following 
manner : ^^ And, Aaron fliall bear the tnames of 
*^ the children of Ifrael in the rbreafl-plate of 
" juclgment, upon his heart when he goeth ia 
*^ unto the holy piace, for a memorial before the 
** Lord continually." Exod. xxviii. 29. This 
connexion between this Jewiih rite and the ad- 
vocacy of Chrifl: for his faints is cxprefsly pointed 
out in the followi-fiig paflages : ** But Chrift being 
** an high-prieft of good things to come, by a 
** greater and more perfed tabernacle not made 
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** with hands, that is tp lay, not of this build- 
" ing. Neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
** but by his own blood he entered in once into 
** the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 
•^ demption for us.'* And again : " For Chrift 
** is not entered into the holy pUces made with 
^« hands, which are the figures of the true ; but 
*^ into heaven itfelf, now to appear in the prc- 
" fence of God for us." Hcb. ix. 12, 13. 24, 25*; 

This do6lrine was alfo the fubjeft of prophecy. 
It is not at all improbable, but that the entrance 
of Jefus Chrift into heaven for his church, after 
his refurre6tion, is celebrated in the following 
truly fublirae paffage: " Lift up your heads, O ye 
'« gates ! and be ye lift up, ye everlafting doors ! 
'^ and the King of Glory ihall come in. Who 
«< is the King of Glory ? The Lord ftrong and 
«^ mighty, the Lord mighty in battle." Pfa. xxiv. 
7,8. It is alfo evidently alluded to in Pfa. Ixviii. 1 8. 
*^ Thou haft afcended up on high, thou haft led 
<« captivity captive." And ?gain : *' He faw that 
'* there was no man, and wondered that there 
«< was no interceflbr ; therefore his arm brought 
'* falvation unto him, arid his righteoufnefs it 
<^ fuftained him.'* Ifa. lix. 16. 

Chrift's going into the heavens to fulfil the 
duties of this office, wjs often either alluded to 
or exprefsly fpoken of by the dear Redeemer 
himfelf. Sometimes he fpake of it in very general 
terms, as when he faid, ^^ I leave the world and 

. ^^ go 
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^' go to the Father." John xvi. 28. At other 
times he fpake of it as having an immediate re- 
latipn to his difciples, as in the following words : 
^* Neverthelefs, I tell you the truth ; it is expe- 
*^ dient for you that I go away ; for if I go not 
^' away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; 
*^ but if I depart, I will fend him unto you.** 
John xvi. 7. And taking his laft prayer as a jufl: 
fpecimen of the nature and extent of his inter- 
ceffion, it mufl have refpedl to the whole church: 
" Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them 
** alfo which Ihall believe on me through their 
*^ word.'* John xvii. 20. Paul, iPeter, and John, 
and all the reft of the New Teftament writers^ 
make mention of this doctrine, and reprefent it 
as a do6trine full of inftru<ftioq, and calculated 
to afford the Chriftian the richeft confolation, 
efpecially in regard to his communion with God 
at the throne of grace. 

Having noticed that Chrift is gone into the 
heavens, to appear in the prefence of God for hi» 
people, and difcharge the office of an advocate 
on their behalf,, let us, in our meditations, follow 
him thither. It is worthy of our obfervation, 
that he performs this office in our nature : that 
nature in which he fuffered and died is, indeed, 
highly exalted in the Redeemer's afccnfion to the 
right hand of the Majefty on high. 

Among the children of men, in certain cafes, 
to be placed at the right hand, is a mark of 

high 
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high honour. Thus we read, that when Bath- 
iheba went in to fpeak to her fon Solomon, *^ the 
^* king rofe up to meet her, and bowed himfelf 
** unto her, and £at down on his throne, and 
** caufed a feat to be fet for the king's mother^ 
" and (he fat on his right hand/' i Kings ii. 19. 
When, therefore, the fcripture reprefents our Ad- 
vocate being at the right hand of God, it ufes a 
firong figure to e;xprefs the dignity and glory of 
our Divine Mafter. Jefus Chrift himfelf adopted 
this mode of fpeaking, when he would give the 
Jewifh high-prieft a flrong expreffion of his fa- 
premc glory and power, when he alked him^ 
«' Art thou the Chrift, the fon of the blefled ?** 
To which he replied, " I am ; and ye fhall fee 
*^ the Son of Man fitting on the right hand of 
** power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.'* 
Mark xiv. 62. 

The fcripture is particular in reprefenting the 
appearance of Jefus in that ftate of exaltation ; 
though he has finifhed his labours and fufFerings, 
yet he retains the marks of them. Hence, wheii 
John had a vifiori of the heavenly world, he 
fpeaks of it thus : " And I beheld, and lo, irx 
" the midfl of the throne, and of the four beafls, 
** and in the midft of the elders flood a lamb as 
" it had been flain." Rev. v. 6. Thus is he con- 
tinually prefenting the memorial of his death be- 
fore the Father for his people. 

Jefus not only appears before the throne with 
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marks of his humiliation, but the fcripturc alfo 
fhews the pofture of our Advocate. In fbmc 
places he is fpoken of as fitting : thus, Mark xvi. 
19. " So then, after the Lord had fpoken unto 
^* them, he was received up into heaven, and 
*« fat on the right hand of God.*' Th6 apoftlc 
Paul alfo fpeaks of the Father having " fet him 
^* at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
^' far above all principalities, and power, and 
^^ might, and dominion, and every name that is 
** named, not only in this world, but in that 
^^ which is to come." Eph. i, 20, 21 • In this 
defcription we not only fee an emblem of our 
Advocate having ceafed his labours and fufFerings, 
and entered into his reft, but alfo of his dignity^ 
and equality with the Father. 

At other times he is reprefentcd to the view of 
the Chriftian's faith zsjlanding^ which is a poliurc 
of re'adinefs for adlion : thus the fufFering martyr 
Stephen faw him, of whom it is faid, " He, being 
« full of the Holy Ghoft, looked up fledfaftly 
f ^ into heaven, and faw the glory of God, and 
f* Jefus ftanding on the* right hand of God."' 
Acts vii. ^P^. 

But let us look now more particularly to the 
manner in which our Advocate difcharges the dur 
ties of this office. It is not to be fuppofed, that 
he either conceals or denies any part of the 
fhurch's guilt ; no, he admits the truth of all the 
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charges which have been preferred agalnA the 
faved linner, both by the law and juftice of God, 
and alfo by his own confcience : he offers no 
plea or apology for iin ; nor does he at all labour 
to diminifli or extenuate their guilty either in its 
quantity or aggravations : but Jie prefents them 
before his Father as clothed in his all-perfe6t 
Tighteoufnefs^ and wafhed in his precious blood ; 
and pkdges himfelf for their knowing, believing, 
and doing his will. What he faid of them in 
his laft prayer, he may be confidered as repeating 
now in his interceffory work above : " O righte- 
*^ ous Father ! the world hath not known thee ; 
** but I have known thee, and thefe have known 
«* that thou haft fent me. And I have declared 
<« unto them thy name, and will declare it, that 
** the love wherewith thou haft loved rne may be 
** in them, and I in them/' John xvii. 25, 26. 

He not only prefents them as interefted in 
himfelf, and in all the bleffings of his mediatorial 
work, but he prefents all their religious fervices, 
efpecially their prayers, before the Father. The 
Meflenger of the Covenant is furely defigned in 
the following paflage : " And another angel came 
" and flood at the altar/ having a golden cenfer ; 
** and there was given unto him much incenfe, 
** that he fliould offer it with the prayers of all 
** faints upon the golden altar which was before 
«^ tlic throne ; and the fmoke of the incenfe, 
3 " which 
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^' which came with the prayers of the feints, 
^* afcended up before God out of the angel's 
^^ hand." Rev. viii. 3, 4. 

Finally : As our Advocate he becomes our 
interceffor. Not that he begs or entreats of the 
Father as if he were unwilling to give, but in a 
free and confident manner he claims for them, as 
their right, that acceptance of their perfons, atid 
the reception of all thofe fpiritual bleffings to 
which they are entitled, in virtue of what he has 
done and. fuflfered for them as their head and re- 
prefentative* The nature and extent of the blelT- 
ings which, as their Advocate, he claims for 
them, may be concluded from what he taught his 
difciples to pray for in what is commonly called 
the Lord's Prayer ; and from what he alked the 
Father to beftow upon his church in the feven- 
teenth of John. They include principally two 
tranches, grace and glory. 

Under the former is comprehended preferving 
and fupporting mercy in affli6lion, temptation, 
and death. Great as the Chriftian's conflidl fome- 
times is in thefe trying feafons, he cannot faint in 
them whilft the hands of his Advocate are lifted 
up for him before the throne. If he pray for 
them as he did for Peter, that their faith fail 
jiot, they Ihall be more than conquerors. It alip 
comprehends their perfeverance in grace, together 
with a fpiritual growth in the knowledge of the 
truth, a continued experience of the confolations 
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of the gofpel, increaling id hblinefs, ibouncKiig^ 
in all the fruits of righteoufnefs, and at laft an 
abundant entrance into the heavenly glory. 

Thefe reflections are fally ji^flified by the 
trords of our Lord in the prayer to which we 
have fo often alluded, and which exprefles the 
fubftance of his interceffion before the throne 
in his flate of exaltation : " And now I am no 
*^ mrorc in the world, but thefe are in the world, 
•^ and I coitie to thee. Holy Father, keep through 
•^ thine own name thofe whom thou haft given 
*^ me, that they may be one as we are. I 
♦^ pray nbt that thou Ihouldeft take them out of 
«* the world, but that thou Ihouldeft keep them 
•^ from the evil : they are not of the world, even 
*' as I am not of the world. San6lify them 
^^ through thy truth ; thy word is truth. And 
*^ for their fakes I fandify myfelf, that they alfa 
" might be fanctified through the truth; that 
*^ they all may be one, as thou. Father, art in 
*^ me and I in thee •, that they alfo may be one 
*^ in us, that the world may believe that thou 
•^ haft fent mc. And the glory which thou gaveft 
*^ me I have given them, that they may be one, 
<^ even as we are one ; I in them, and thou in 
" me, that they may be made perfedl in one. 
*^ And that the world may know that thou haft 
<* fent me, and haft loved them as thou haft 
«« loved me, Father, I will, that they alfo whom; 
*^ thou haft given nae may be with me where! 
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** im, thai they may behold my glory, which 
^^ thou haft given me," johnxvii. ii. 15 — 24* 

The difciples, when their Mafter was gone from 
Ihem, muft have derived much pleafurc and en- 
couragement in their fpiritual warfare from the 
.remembrance of this fuitable and fervent prayer 
for them. We have an equal ground of en- 
couragement for ourfelves in recollecting that we 
have an Advocate with the Father, efpecially 
that we have fuch an one as Jefus, in whom 
every thing is united that can render him a fuit- 
able and jfuccefsful advocate for his church. He 
is poflefled of an infinite underftanding ; yea, 
the fcriptures fpeak of him thus : " In whom are 
'^ hid all the treafures of wifdom and know- 
'^ ledge,*' Col.ii. 3. : confequently no ftate into 
\vhich his faints, individually or collecftively, can 
be brought, however embarraffing or affli<5ling, 
can exceed the compafs of his ability to manage. 
He is omnifcient, and is therefore acquainted 
with the minutiae of his people's concerns, and 
•difcovers all the fecret machinations of their ene- 
mies as foon as they are conceived in the mind. 

They may alfo reft aflured of their Advocate's 
diligence and watchfulnefs in all that refpedks 
either their fpiritual or eternal intereft ; his eyes 
never flumber nor fleep. The vifion which the 
apoftle John had, in the ifle of Patmos, of the 
feven churches of Alia, and the Son of Man 
walking up and down among, and carefully in- 
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fpe&ing their doctrine, difcipline^ and condu^V, 
is a proof of his care and attention to the pro- 
ipcrity of Zion* 

And though we name it laft, it is not among 
the leaft: of the excellencies of this branch of 
our Redeemer's work, that it is conAant and per- 
petual ; it has no interval of ceiTation. As the 
incenfe under the law was to be " a perpetual in- 
** cenfe before the Lord," Exod. xxx. 8. ; and as 
the fire upon the altar was never to go out, Lev. 
vi. 13. in like manner the interceilion of Chrift 
is abiding and continual : *^ He ever liveth to 
** make interceffion.'* Heb. vii. 25. 

That we have fuch an Advocate with the Pa- 
th^ is, 

IV. An important and valuable privilege. This 
will evidently appear, if we confidet that it is 
to his appearance in heaven for us, that we owe 
the free and abundant communication of thole 
** Ipiritual bleflings'* with which we are faid to 
be *^ bleffed in heavenly places in Chrift,*' Eph. i. 
3. and which are inceflantly coming down upon 
the Chriftian church. This is the feiife of the 
prophetic declaration made in Pfa. Ixviii, 18. 
** Thou haft afcended on high, thou haft led 
*' captivity captive, thou haft received gifts for 
^^ men, yea, for the rebellious alfo, that the Lord 
^^ God might dwell among them." 

The advocacy of Jefus is connedled with all 
the means of grace,^ and from thence we derive 
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much of our encouragement to ufe them. The 
apoflle Paul delivers his opinion upon this fubjeft 
thus : " He that defcended is the fame alfo that 
^* afcended up far above all heavens, that he 
*^ might fill all things ; and he gave fome apoflles, 
** and fome prophets, and fome cvangelifts, and 
*^ fome pallors and teachers, for the perfe<fting 
" of the faints for the work of the miiiiftry, for 
** the edifying of the body of Chrift, till we all 
" come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
^* knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
*^ man, unto the meafure of the flature of the 
^^ fulnefs of Chrift/* Eph. iv. 10—13. 

Trom hence alfo arifcs the certainty of all thofc 
prophecies and promifes of the fcriptures, which 
have not yet been fulfilled, ultimately receiving 
their accompliftiment. Among thefe may be 
enumerated principally the converfion of the 
tribes of Ifracl to Jefus Chrift, the fulnefs of the 
gentiles by the univerfal Ipread of the glorious 
golpel in every land ; it having long ftnce been 
laid, *^ Alk of me, and I fhall give thee the hea- 
" then for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft 
*^ parts of the earth for thy poffeffion.'* Pfa. ii. 8. 
And again : ** And he faid. It is a light thing 
*^ that thou ihouldeft be my fervant to raife up 
*' the tribes of Jacob, and to reftore the preferved 
'^ of Ifrael. I will alfo give thee for a light to 
" the gentiles, that thou mayeft be my falvation 
^' to the ends of the earth." Ifa. xlix. 6. Thefe 
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dedaraticm are dire£t promjfes made to the M11& < 
liah ; and as the Advocate bf the church faewUi:* 
fecure theu: certain and compile fulfihiu^. 

This branch of the work of Jefus Chiift is itybtbf' 

tfaeTource from whence iprai^g^ tliat ridia^d' 

abundant outpoanng of the Holy ^irit uiider 

the Chrifiian difpeniation ; ^nd which , in fiidi 

fat& or apoftolic age, gaVe flic^ a rapid atid'eK* 

t^nfive rpread tip the preaching of the gofpd of' 

Ghrift, caufing'it tblhriuni^h dver the deep-rooted- 

prejudices both of Jews and p^dns, and whipli' 

iliU continues (though its extraordinary iafluencea 

have ceafed).to make tha^t iaihe.gpl^l the p6we»' 

of God to the fklvaition of maiiyibult.. JMid, 

wliere this blefled S|Arit enlivens the uildear^ 

flanding, and favingly calls the iinner out oi^ 

darknefs into' God's marvelloua l^^t, \t is 6roiit' 

the interceffion of Jefus Chriil that the foul ro-: 

ceives a daily fupply of its wants, an eftabliih- 

mcnt in grace, a following on to know the Lord, 

and going from ftrcngth tp ftrength, till, faith is 

crowned with light, and hope with everlafting 

enjoyment. To this ftatemcnt tlie words of the* 

apoftle in the following paflage feem to bear 

feme relation : " Much moi'e then being now. 

** juftified by his blood, we Ihall be favedfrpm 

^* wrath through him ; for if when we were 

** enemies we were reconciled to Grod fey the 

^* death of his Son, much more being reconcilec^ 

f^ we Ihall he favpd by his life/' Rom. v. 9, 10^ 

^ By 
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By the word life mentioned in this fcripture, wq 
are not to. underfland any allufion to his work 
and faffering upon earth in the days of his hu- 
miHation ; but it is a reference to his . c:i^alte4 
ilate. This fentiment is both illuftrated anc^ 
confirmed by that truly initerefting defcription 
which the Advocate of the church grves to his 
aged difciple John in the following words: " I an^ 
" he that liveth and w^ dead, and behold I am 
^^ alive for evermore, Jmrn, and have the keys of 
^' death and hell" Rev. i. i8. 

But one of the moft valuable of all the bleffing? 
connedled with the do(Slrine of our text (that 
Chrift is our Advocate with the Father), an^ 
which is now to be particularly urged, is the ad^ 
vantageous efFe«5l it has upon our accefs to CJod 
at a throne of grace— it is by his having gon^ 
into heaven as our forerunner, and being feated 
at the Fathers right hand with our names on 
his breaft-plate, that we have liberty aqd freedom 
of accefs to^God as a God hearing and anfwering 
prayer. This truth is beautifully illuftmted in 
the following fcripture : " Having therefore, bre- 
" thren, boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the 
^* blood of Jefus, by a new and living way which 
^^ he hath confecrated for us through the veil, 
" that is to fay, his flelh ; and having an Higb- 
^* prieft over the houfe of God; let us draw 
^[ near with a true heart, in full aiTurance of 
^* faith ; having our hearts Iprinkled from an evil 
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'' confcience, and our bodies wafhed with pure 
^ water/' Heb. x. 19 — 22. 

We arc not only given to undcrftand, by the 
above text, that we have liberty to come near to 
God, becaufe our High-prieft is* gone into the 
holy of holies for us with his own blood ; but, 
moreover, that we may come with flrong faith 
and confidence. Which truth is alfo held forth 
in this paflage ; " In whom'* (fpeaking of Jefus) 
^' we have boldnefs and accefe with confidence, 
^' by the faith of him." Eph. iii. 12. Indeed, 
this do6h:ine of approaching God with flrong 
faith is inculcated fo often in the word, as not 
only Ihews it is of confiderable importance in 
itfelf, but alfo that there is too great a propenfity 
in our hearts to come under the influence of 
unbelief, which naturally genders a thou&nd 
doubts and fears. Let us then be more mindful 
of this truth when wc come to God in prayer, 
*' we have an Advocate with the Father;" let us 
remember, that he will take our poor petitions 
from us, prefent them with his own hand, and 
obtain an anfwer to them. 

It is the effc& of his intereft with the Father 
as our Advocate, that we have received the grace 
of prayer, and the Holy Spirit to help our infir- 
mities in the exercife of it. We had remained 
prayerlefs finners to this hour, but for that grace 
and mercy which is thus fet forth : " And becaufe 
^^ ye are fons, God hath fent forth the Spirit of 
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^ his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.** 
Gal. iv. 6. And tigain : ^* For ye have not re- 
" ceived the fpirit of bondage again to fear, but 
*^ ye have received the fpirit of adoption, whereby 
^^ we cty, Abba, Father." Rom. viii. 15. This is 
a part of that bleffed efFe6t which was to arifc 
from, and indeed ferves to Ihew the expediency 
of the Saviour's departure from his difciples, that 
the Comforter might come and abide with them^ 
and with his church throughout all its journies 
in the.wildernefs. 

' When the Holy Spirit gives us a juft view of 
our Advocate as he is engaged for us before the 
throne, and makes us feel the power of his in- 
terccffion upon our fouls, we feel the invigorating 
^fFedl of it in our approach to God ; we are greatly 
helped in prayer : neither the artful infinuations, 
nor the more open refiftance of the great enemy, 
can keep us from it ; nor can all the ignorance, 
weaknefs, and finfulnefs, we fee in ourfelves, 
difcourage us in it. 

This reminds me, that it is becaufe Jefus is our 
Advocate that we have perfevered in prayer until 
now ; we b^ve too often cheriflied the dilhonour- 
able and difcouraging thought that our prayers 
were neither heard nor accepted ; we have often 
fancied that the language addrefled to us from 
the difpenfations of God was this : *^ When yc 
^^ fpread forth your hands I will hide mine eyes 
^* from you ; when ye make many prayers I will 

"not 
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^ Qdt hear.*? IfiuL 15. . Updfrr.4hi«^ paiofuWpw 
prehsnfioQ we have ooncliHlod .live might as well 
ffvt over praying*' Tbiui Amaiek bf^ feezed to 
preyat); but the mtercefi^op. pjf ()|ir Idafips baa 
jkept us from utterly f^nkwg} pc have fouqd thai? 
.old adage verified in as^. *^ iaint jet pusfaiQg :? 
yea, we once moi^ wHbgmtitudcaod/pi^ifees&r 
daim, ^' i^benezerl Qitborto* the JU>td bath 
!< help^ us.*'. I 3aiq. vii. la. 

Fb)ally : Cbriil being our Advoffiteis an iin* 
portant and bleifed privilege, inaftmid) lid it mull 
Dlttm^ely b& fiiccelsfql to.^e accpmpliflkpfKil^f of 
all. bis puipoiei of lo?a and sxmcy^ ^^^m^ 4im 
church ip its complete: and etenaal.rftlwitiom 
Wc may jwftly Infar-thef piofperotiaifiibe of bia 
ioterceiBon from the; {peculiar wl^rfift hie has ijii 
the Father's favour. The icriptures, in repre^ 
fenting this truth, ufe the ftroBgejft aiid moft 
endearing languages in one paffage it is faid, 
^^ The Lord is weU pleafed for his righteoufnelk 
^' fake/' Ifa. xlii. 21. ; and in another the Father 
fpeaks of him thus : " Behold my fervant, whon^ 
" I uphold ; mine . elciSt, in whom my foul de- 
' *^ lighteth." Ifa. xlii. i. How pleaiing, how en- 
couraging the thought, that Jefus (lands in fuch 
fi near relation to the Father; has manifefled 
fuelj a flrong and inceflant concern for bis glory^ 
and has fo zealoufly devoted himfelf, both in la-% 
hours and fufFerings, to the doing of his wilj 
jmd pleafure, that he ha? Qbtai^d the moft 

flattering^ 



( ^99 I 

fluttering ^xpreflions of bis favour and regard ! 
Hence it is impoffible for him t6 fo]icit any thing, 
for his church and people, that is conducive to* 
thdir prefent and eternal welfare, and is not in^- 
compatible with the divine glory, but it will 
forely be granted. 

Another principle on which vye are warranted 
to expe6l the mod fuccefsful iflue to the work of 
Chrift as an advocate, is the large and well- 
eftabliftied promife which the Father hath made 
to him. In one fcripture it is thus expreffed; 
^^.And he faid. It is a light thing that thou 
^* Ihouldeft be my fervant, to raife up the tribes 
^^ of Jacob, and to reftore the prcfervedof Ifrael; 
^' I will alfo give thee for a light to the gentiles, 
^* that thou mayeft be my falvation unto tho 
^' ends of the earth. Thus faith the Lord, the 
*^ Redeemer of Ifrael, and his Holy One, to 
^* him whom man defpifeth, to him whom tho 
^^ nations abhorred, to a fervant of rulers, Kings 
^^ Ihall fee and arife, princes alfo fliall worfhip, 
^^ becaufe of the Lord that is fjiithful, and the 
" Holy One of Ifrael, and he fhall choofe thec< 
*^ Thus faith the Lord, In an acceptable time 
" have I heard thee, and ii\ a day of falvatioa 
f* have I helped thee ; and I will preferve thee^ 
f^ and give thee for a covenant of the people, ta 
f^ eftablifh the earth, to caufe to inherit the 
^* defolate heritages, that thou mayeft fay to the 
f f prifoners, Qo forth ; to thein that are in dark-t 

** nefs^ 
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** ncfs, Shew yoarfclves ; they ihall feed in the 
*• ways, and their pafiures Ihall be in all high 
*• places ; they Ihall not hunger nor thirft, nei- 
" ther Ihall the heat nor fun finite them ; for he 
*' that hath mercy on them Ihall lead them, even 
" by the fprings of water Ihall he lead them/' 
Ifa. xlix. 6 — lo. 

We may alfo aflure ourfelves of the acceptance 
of Chrift^s interceffion for the church, upon 
the ground of his having flipulated for all fpi-^ 
ritual bleffings in the covenant of grace, which 
he has fealed and ratified by his death. It is in 
allufion to this that Jefus is flyled " the Mediator 
^ of the new covenant," Heb. xii. 24. and that 
his blood is denominated " the blood of the ever- 
*^ lafting covenant." Heb. xiii. ao. The con- 
nexion which fubfifts between the death of Chrift 
and his advocation before the throne of the 
Father, and the united influence of thcfe to pro- 
cure for the church all fpiritual and heavenly 
bleffings, is beautifully and explicitly fet forth in 
the following fcripture : *^ Yet it pleafed the 
** Lord to bruife him ; he hath put him to grief, 
'« When thou fhalt make his foul an offering 
" for fin, he fhall fee his feed, he fhall prolong 
*^ his days, and the pleafure of the Lord fhall 
** profper in his hand. He fhall fee of the travail 
<^ of his foul, and fhall be fatisfied: by his know- 
" ledge fhall my righteous fervant juflify many, 
*^ for he fhall bear their iniquities. Therefore 
3 '' wiU 
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^^ Will I divide him a portion with the gi'eat, and 
** he Ihall divide the fpoil with the ftrong, be^ 
*^ caufe he hath poured out his foul unto death ; 
*/ and he was numbered with the tranfgreflbrs ; 
^* and he bare the fin of many, and made in- 
" terceffion for the tranfgreflbrs." Ifa. liii. lo, 
II, 12* It ihould feem from this interefiing part 
of divine revelation, that all the advantages which 
Chriftians exped to arife from Chrift being their 
advocate with the Father is infallibly fare, inaf- 
much as he laid down his life on the exprefs 
condition that his people ihould receive them ; 
and if this condition were not fulfilled, the cove- 
nant would be broken, and Jefus Chrift himfelf 
would be diflionoured and diflatisfied, becaufe 
one grand end of his mediatorial work would be 
unaccomplifhed. But this is impoffible. Let us 
therefore come daily to the throne of grace with 
aflurance of receiving what we afk through his 
all-prevalent name and interceflSon. 

Another fource of confidence that our Advo- 
cate will prevail for us is, that he intercedes foe 
nothing in our behalf but what the Father himfelf 
wills us by his own love and favour. On this 
fubjedl the finner's friend has made the following 
declaration : *^ At that day ye Ihall afk in my 
'^ name^ and I fay not unto you, that I will pray 
^^ the Father for you ; for the Father himfelf loveth 
^- you, becaufe ye have loved me^ and have be- 

^^ lieved 



•* tieved that I dame out firom Qpdf -Joiin xAi 
lft6, ay. What ftrong giound is this fbr faith^ 
iiiioe our heavenly f^kther is a$. filing to give i& 
^c can be to a& fot ourfelves, of as pur Advo- 
cate can be to alkfor us 1 

Laftly: We otighf to be thorouglrly faitisfied 
Ihat our Advocate will obtain^for us every needful 
'good^ from the rccoUe6Hon of what he himfetf 
faid of his Fathcr'i! attention to his prayer at the' 
grave of Lazarus : ** And Jcfus lifted up his eyes 
•^ and Ikid, Father, 1 thank thee that thou haA 
^* heard me; and I know that thou heareft mt. 
" always.'* John 3d. 41, 4a. This, language H 
tibt only true as it rclpcifts the occalion on which 
hwaslpoken, but it is applicable to cVery period . 
of the hiftory of ihe thurch ; it is ti*uc of every 
difciple whofe cafe this Advocate carries into thef 
court of heaven. If it be fo^ then, Chriftiani 
never be backward to approach a throne of grace ; 
liever be difcouraged at the weaknefs and impef- 
fed ion of thy prayers ; ipread thy cafe before this 
Advocate; leave it to his management ; be not 
Unbelieving as to the iffue. That we have an 
Advocate with the Father is always a fufficient 
ground of confidence; it is always a juft ground 
of joy and exultation* We haftento clofe this 
iubjc6l by addreffing a few words, 

1. To unbelievers and profane perfons^ You 

ioaake no confciencc of prayer, neither by your-^ 

I felvca 
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ielves nor with your families, not y6t often m th(S 
iioufe of God. You confent to the doctrine of 
the text in a general way, that Ghrift is ail advo- 
cate with the Fkthet for the church; and you 
think that it is einough if he intercedes for men t 
you are not aware of that important diftindion 
which Chrift makes in his interceflion between 
the world and the church. Hear how he cxprefle^ 
himfelf upon this fubjeft ; fee what a defcriptiofl 
he gives of them for whom he becomes an ad- 
vocate, and examine the point minutely and fe- 
rioufly : ^^ I have manifefted thy name unto the 
** men which thou gaveft rac out of the world ; 
*^ thine they were, and thou gaveft them me^ 
*' and they have kept thy word, now they have 
<' known that all things, whatfoever thoy haft 
*^ given me, are of thee ; for 1 have given unto 
/* them the words which thou gaveft me, and 
*^ they have received them, and have known 
** furely that I came out from thee, and they 
** have believed that thou didft fend me. I pray 
** for. them, I pray not for the world, but for 
*' them which thou haft given me, for they are 
** thine ; they are not of the world, even as I 
*' am not of the world." John xvii, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
16. If thefe are the kind of perfons for whom 
Chrift is an advocate ; if it is for fuch as are given 
to him of the Father, for fuch as believe with 
the heart that Chrift came out from the Father, 
have received his words and kept them, and are 

not 
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not of the world, then we fay, is there any thing 
in the fiate of your foul^ in the tenour of your 
converiation, or in the manner of your life, that, 
can warrant you yourfelves, or any body elfe, 
jufily tb conclude that you are of this number ? 
So far from this being the cafe, the eyes of your 
underfianding are ib dark, your hearts ar^ fo 
earthly and fenfual, and your lives fo unholy, 
that you are manifeftly quite oppoiite charaiSters, 
and have no folid foundation for applying the 
comfort of this t«xt to yourfelves. 

2. But you are not profane finners; it may be,* 
you are, and long have been, open and zealous 
profeflbrs of religion. Apparently!, your condi- 
tion is greatly fuperior to thofe of whom we have 
juft been fpeaking, though, in reality, there may 
be no effential difF«rence ; becaufe too many are 
known to anfwer to the apoftle's defcription : 
** Having a form of godlincfs, but denying the 
^* power thereof." z Tim. iii. 5. Let us look well 
then to our profeffion : to be deceived upon this 
point is the moft fatal of all deceptions ; let us 
inquire what are the evidences of having an in- 
tereft in the interceflbry work of Jefus Chrift. 
He obtains and fends the Holy Spirit into the 
hearts of all for whom he is an advocate ; and he 
leads them into the knowledge of the truth, he 
convinces them of fin, and leads them to Chrift 
for juftification. He prays that they may be one 
with him, alluding to that Ipiritual and divine 

union. 
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union> without which we can neither do any 
thing acceptable to God, nor bring forth the 
fruits of righteoufnefs. He prays that they may 
be landlified through the truth, and that they 
may be preferred from the love, and influence of 
the world. If he has been an advocate for us> 
lie has procured all thefe blefiings for us ; but^if 
\ye are unacquainted with them, we have reafoa 
to fufpedl the goodnefs of our ftate. 

3. This fubjedl affords a word of exhortation 
to the backflider. Thou haft, Uke the church of 
Ephefus, left thy firft love. Rev. ii. 4. and fallen 
altogether under the power of a Laodicean fpirit. 
Thy heart is not only like that of Ephraim^ di- 
vided and gone back, but thou^haft openly linnet 
againft and forfaken God ; and now it is probable 
that the blackflidings of thy heart reprove thee, 
and thou art in the ftate of Ephraim, who is 
thus fpoken of : '^ I have furely heard Ephraim be- 
*^ moaning himfelf thust Thou haft chaftifedme, 
^^ and I was chaftifed, as a bullock Unaccuftoraed 
'^ to the yoke; turn thou me, and I fhall be 
*' turned, for thou art the Lord my God. Surely 
^^ after that I was tufned I repented; and after 
^^ that I was inftru(Eted I fmote upon my thigh ; 
'^ I was afliamed, yea even confounded, becaufe 
*^ I did bear the reproach of my youth. Is 
^^ Ephraim my dear fon ? Is he a pleafant child? 
*' For fince I fpake againft him I do earneflly 
^^ remember him ftill ; therefore my bowels are 

x: ^^ troubled 
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*^ troubled for hnn» I will fiitdty htn iSlittejt' 
^^•'upoti him, ftith tibe Lofd*^ Jer;xacxL tS^^--^* 
If this be thy affiaed and d^ 
enoouragement tot tttum ; thiia art told in ^ 
word8ofthetext»^Ifan]^inanfin»vi(cha:veaiiAd« . 
'* Tocate with the Father.'^ He who is here Ipoken 
^- is the iame Who loioked widi fb much pity 
«ad love upon baddliding Pder; and he oon- 
tinues the iame kind and merci&l friend to back* 
Aiders. 

Finally: This fubjed is ftiU of cpmfi^ 
believers ; ihcy ihotdd neither forgirt nor under* 
value this glorious do£hrin^ It is ihtimatx^ con- 
seAed with every* part of the fubje^ of thefe 
difcourfes. In aU our addref!es td a throne of 
grace let us then kcx;p iiin vio»^ iat jua^take our . 
chief encauragement in praver from the perpetual 
and powerful inteirefiion of our glorious Advo- 
cate, to whom be endlefs adoration and praiie. 
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